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Broward Sierra Bulletin 
 VOL. XLVIII NO. 3  March 2026 

www.sierraclub.org/florida/broward • www.facebook.com/BrowardSierra  

https://www.meetup.com/Broward-County-Sierra-Club-Group/ • https://twitter.com/BrowardSierra 

Our biggest event of the year, Earth Day, will be held on March 8, 2026 at Anne Kolb Nature Center  

(see Page 2): 

 

We still need donors! (see Page 3): 

 

Please note: Registration for the Earth Day Art Contest is closed, so join us at the 

event and see the student’s artwork and route for your favorites! 
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Here's the link for the Earth Day page: https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/broward/2026-earth-day-celebration 

https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/broward/2026-earth-day-celebration


Page 3 

 



Page 4 

April General Meeting 

Elisa Jones, Solid Waste Authority of 
Broward County 

Thursday April 2, 2026 – In Person only! 

Meeting begins promptly at 6:30 PM  

Veterans Park: 7600 NW 50th Street 

Lauderhill, FL 33351

 

Registration Required - Click Here 

 

PROUDLY PRESENTS: 

 

Topic: Trash & Recycling Beyond the Curb: We Have a Plan 

Every minute in Broward County we are generating 20,000 pounds of waste! Most of it 

ends up in the landfill or waste-to-energy plant. With the waste-to-energy plant at capacity and 

the in-county landfill nearing capacity, we need to divert as much of our valuable waste as 

possible. Approximately 62% of the waste sent to the landfill or waste-to-energy plant could be 

diverted with the programs presented in the Master Plan. Disrupting the status quo is required 

to meet the needs of our growing population and economy. 

Broward County stands at a pivotal moment in its environmental and public service 

evolution. As one of the most populous and diverse counties in the State of Florida, we are both 

uniquely challenged and uniquely positioned to lead in the transition to a more sustainable, 

efficient, and equitable solid waste and recycling system.  

Elisa Jones is an admin and outreach staff member at the Solid Waste Authority of Broward 

County and a proud Broward Sierra Group member. 

APRIL 2nd ECO ACTION MINUTE: SUBMIT YOUR PLEDGE during the meeting to 

support the BSWA’s efforts! Let your city commissioners know you stand behind the work of 

the Authority. 

APRIL 2nd IN-PERSON ACTIVITY: MINI ZERO WASTE SWAP! Let’s work hard to 

keep nice things out of the landfill. Bring some items you have around your home or garage 

that are in good and usable condition that you no longer want for other members to take 

home and reuse. Examples: kitchen, office or art supplies, textiles, books, small appliances, 

electronics, garden supplies, etc. Any swap items leftover from the evening will be packed up 

and donated.  

IMPORTANT NOTE: Please don’t bring the whole house or the junk drawer! We are simply 

asking you to be thoughtful about whether someone might like to have this or use that. We 

recommend showing up around 6:15 PM if you have a lot of giveaway stuff to lay out on the 

tables. 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/eyhqo5VQ9Cs9bZhv7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/eyhqo5VQ9Cs9bZhv7
https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?formcampaignid=701Po00001WkXxLIAV
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BREAKING: The Trump administration is handing over the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas 

companies. 

They’re doubling down on a failed oil and gas leasing program from Trump’s first term that would transform the 

Arctic Refuge's Coastal Plain into an industrial oil field. 

If this plan moves forward, drilling will fragment critical habitat and permanently scar the land —threatening caribou 

herds, polar bear cubs, and the Gwich’in people’s culture, food security, and way of life — all for the benefit of 

private oil and gas interests. 

We've been here before and we know what it takes to win: we're pushing back in courtrooms, corporate boardrooms, 

and the halls of Congress, powered by coalition partners and grassroots support. But we can't do it without your 

immediate support. 

Your donation helps us defend the Arctic Refuge for the public good—not corporate profit. 

Donate today to help protect the Arctic Refuge for future generations. 

Also, Trump's EPA announces aggressive rollback of environmental protections | PBS News 

 

 

Donate to the Sierra Club | Sierra Club 

 

 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/trumps-epa-announces-aggressive-rollback-of-environmental-protections
https://giving.sierraclub.org/page/91240/donate/1?supporter.appealCode=N24ZSEGO21&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20737662129&gbraid=0AAAAAD9KhE4DGqT4pK3cY54D1KwLTByBI&gclid=Cj0KCQiA49XMBhDRARIsAOOKJHZbOv-UoTqKgeDdw7P5fHF5kCsI4zxA8GCytFK1IhmVZexRWWC131oaArBpEALw_wcB
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MSN News Reports 

How much damage plastic bags from grocery stores really cause to the environment? 

 

Let's get a show of hands for people who throw away plastic bags after one use (I'm shamefully 

raising mine). The lifespan of most plastic bags is just minutes long, and they're typically 

dumped after their primary purpose — carrying groceries — is served. 

This can have detrimental and even dangerous consequences for the environment on micro- 

and macroscopic levels. Plastic pollution permeates all sectors of the environment: 

agriculture, marine life, air, water sources, urban areas, and more. 

Globally, around 500 billion plastic bags are used each year, with over one million used every 

minute. Despite being labeled as recyclable, only one out of 200 plastic bags end up at a 

recycling unit, leaving the vast majority to go to landfill sites. Once there, plastic bags break 

down at dramatically slow rates; it can take hundreds or even thousands of years for them to 

degrade. During that process, plastic bags fragment into smaller pieces called microplastics, 

which are tiny, harmful particles that pollute soil, water, and even air, causing them to enter 

the food chain and eventually, our own bodies. 

But plastic bags are dangerous long before the breakdown process. Wildlife, and in particular, 

marine animals can mistake discarded plastic bags for food, clogging their intestines and 

leading to starvation and death. Additionally, the vast majority of plastic bags are made from 

non-renewable resources such as polyethylene and/or petroleum, which makes their 

production a key component in the depletion of fossil fuels and emission of greenhouse gases. 

The dangers of plastic bags are globally-recognized phenomena. Several European countries 

and Japan have levied taxes and fees on plastic shopping bags in order to limit their production 

and use. In the U.S., there have been bans, fees, taxes, size restrictions, and PSAs on the local, 

state, and federal levels to reduce plastic bag use. Most recently, California banned the use of 

all plastic shopping bags in 2026. Studies have proven these restrictions produce desirable 

outcomes, with one study finding that these policies led to a 25 to 47% decrease in Stateside 

plastic bag debris. 

  

https://www.thetakeout.com/2074872/plastic-bottle-microplastics-per-year-consume/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40536984/
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How much damage plastic bags from grocery stores really cause to the environment? (Continued) 

Other solutions have been introduced to curb plastic shopping bag use and make grocery 

shopping greener. Producers have spawned biodegradable and compostable alternatives, yet 

even these have shown to have negative environmental effects without proper disposal. Many 

grocery stores sell branded reusable bags made from cotton and canvas to be used in place of 

the provided plastic bags, yet these, too, have their own environmental detriments (cotton 

requires a great deal of water to produce, and can't be composted). 

Behavioral change might be the key solution to mitigate plastic bag use. Consumers often 

struggle to break the plastic bag habit, especially if they don't know about or have access to 

alternatives. Education on and awareness of the dangers might not only help us change our 

attitudes but also might just save the planet. As each person uses about 83 plastic bags each 

year, that will be 83 less plastic bags that damage the environment micro- and 

macroscopically. 

 

Our Broward Sierra Group New Political Chair 
– Leah Weisburd, Chair 

This is a critical election year where we have the challenge of electing political leaders for our 

beautiful Florida. We want strong environmentally concerned incumbents and candidates.  

Our Broward Sierra Group is extremely excited that we are so fortunate to have members of 

our Group that see the need and step-up. We are proud to announce that Marcos Peña has 

volunteered to Chair our Political Committee (PolCom) this year.  You may already know 

Marcos as he was part of this committee last year. For those of you that are new to PolCom, 

he will be participating in our Earth Day celebration on March 8th where he would love to 

meet you.  Marcos will be participating in our forum at our Earth Day celebration. He is CEO 

of Green Planet Waterways Restorations, which is a nonprofit scientific research foundation 

dedicated to promoting sustainable practices, developing scientific solutions to remove 

pollution and protect our natural ecosystems.   

If you would you like to participate on our Political Committee (PolCom) this year, and are a 

Broward Sierra Group member, please contact Marcos at marcos.bsg54@gmail.com or call 

him 786-676-3851.  Our first meeting is scheduled for early March. We hope you will contact 

Marcos to let him know that you want to join and participate in our PolCom selecting and 

endorsing our environmental political champions. 

 

 

  

https://www.thetakeout.com/easy-ways-to-make-grocery-shopping-greener-eco-friendly-1850414949/
https://www.thetakeout.com/easy-ways-to-make-grocery-shopping-greener-eco-friendly-1850414949/
https://www.thetakeout.com/1758598/what-grocery-store-origin-reusable-bags/
mailto:marcos.bsg54@gmail.com?subject=


Page 8 

Broward Sierra Group Junior Team 

Anagha Iyer, Broward Sierra Group-Junior Team Chair 

Our Junior Team tabled at the Youth Climate Summit on February 6, 2026. They were very busy with 

students wanting to know more about how they can protect our planet by joining our TEAM. 

At the Broward Youth Climate 

Summit, the Broward Sierra 

Group – Junior Team hosted an 

engaging tabling event focused 

on building youth leadership in 

the local climate movement. Our 

team connected with more than 

300 students throughout the day, 

sharing information about our 

initiatives and inviting them to 

get involved. We handed out 

candy to spark conversation and 

distributed seed packets to 

encourage students to take 

climate action into their own 

hands by growing native plants 

at home.  

Our primary goal was to recruit 

new members to the Junior Team 

and expand participation in the 

Broward Green Schools 

Campaign. By explaining how 

students can advocate for 

campus sustainability—whether 

through waste reduction, energy 

conservation, or environmental 

education—we showed that 

climate leadership is accessible 

and impactful at any age. This 

event helped us build that 

pipeline of committed student 

leaders who will continue 

pushing for greener schools and 

a more sustainable Broward. 
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Adopt a Dune: A Day of Family, Friends, and Giving Back  

– Patryk Chmielewski, Junior Team  

On January 10th, my family and I went to an Adopt a Dune event with the Broward Sierra Group. 

About 150 volunteers showed up, which made the beach feel really busy in a good way. Everyone 

was excited to help and ready to get sandy.  

There were six nonprofit organizations at the event, and the Broward Sierra Group was a sponsor. A 

lot of Sierra Club members came, including many families. As a Junior Team member, it made me 

feel proud to see so many people working together to help the environment.  

Our job was to plant native plants and sea oats on the dunes. We learned that sea oats help hold the 

sand in place and protect the dunes from erosion and storms. It was fun digging holes, planting, and 

seeing how much we could get done when we all worked together.  

The Adopt a Dune event showed me that helping the environment doesn’t have to be boring - it can 

be fun, active, and something families can do together.  

I’m really glad I got to be part of this event, and I hope we can do it again in the near future. It felt 

good knowing we helped protect the beach for animals, plants, and people. 
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Florida Legislative Session 

Session week five saw three strong bills continue advancing toward passage in both chambers, while several others 

also moved forward with some changes. 

Bill Tracking Updates 

✅ Bills we support: 

 HB 981/SB 1066 (Tributaries of St. Johns River) – Passed its final committee and is now headed towards a full 

Senate vote. 

 SB 302 (Nature-based Coastal Resiliency) – Passed its final committee and is now headed towards a full Senate 

vote. 

⚠️Bills we’re opposing or watching: 

 SB 290 (Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services – Passed the Rules Committee and is now headed 

towards a full Senate vote. While the so-called “gag language” was removed, it is still in the House version, 

and we continue to have concerns with the bill’s conservation lands provision. 

 HB 1217 (Net-zero Policies by Governmental Entities) – Passed its second House committee and is now with 

the Commerce committee. We are continuing to actively oppose this bill in both chambers. 

 SB 354 (Blue Ribbon Projects) – Passed the Appropriations on Transportation, Tourism and Economic 

Development Committee and is now headed to the Rules Committee. Though some amendments were adopted, 

they further stripped authority from local governments and raised more questions than solutions. We will share 

additional details on the bill’s negative impacts before it heads to its final Senate committee. 

We’re heading into week six of the legislative session with some very exciting news: 

 SB 546/HB 441 (Conservation Lands) is quickly becoming the first priority bill we support to advance toward 

full passage. 

 HB 441 will be heard on the House floor, and SB 546 will be taken up in the Senate Rules Committee on 

Tuesday, February 17. 

Visit our Legislative Action Center to learn how you can take action and help pass Conservation Lands! 👇 

Legislative Action Center - ACTION ALERTS 

The session is moving fast. Make sure to keep an eye out for our updates, and check our Legislative Action Center 

regularly to stay informed and take action when it matters most.  

     

Javier Estevez, Political and Legislative Director 

Sierra Club Florida 

 

  

https://sites.google.com/view/2025-fl-leg-bills/action-alerts
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=bd925fd72cffb83cffb6b1568a4ca46a1e58296f3b9b5fc1ea321a03f830635fcd6f44cc97429b5fa1e45c89f8b4863174bec78872586872
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=bd925fd72cffb83c7574f67926621c62152574780aa1394922e562d95091f2f23f93ca60a4ca56b7d3825bfbac8ec783df00fc713b4bae7b
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=bd925fd72cffb83cc036d1d77bad8aa6debf9131bf71efb7b82991796b03d723835300e0c979da33545dcd587ca24bf5061a428823fbb73e
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=bd925fd72cffb83ce48b73582c187905ad4ef696c09a15645ff95acb55e0ca9ae17b3e1cc46c7fcc8401775b64adf9349271762a4e98b229
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=bd925fd72cffb83c50020f90c342b80371e425d338e08a0233d5e807382e468ce0d1aaa5be5f953fd810d7aef42703458347cdbd1ffff064
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=bd925fd72cffb83c41ff574755f7bf2de519b51b8f928c00d388e7e436a710318768bd34b3c7f0abdb56ede3ba7b6aa9f19b13f61d88574b
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February General Meeting 

Everglades Restoration at 25 Years: What Still Needs to be Done and Why?  

 

The Everglades (Photo Courtesy of Christopher McVoy) 

Thursday, February 26, 2026 

Doors Open: 7:00 PM 

Presentation from 7:15 - 8:15 PM 

Lantana Road Branch Library 

4020 Lantana Road 

Lake Worth Corridor, FL 33462 

 

A quarter century after the 2000 Congressional authorization 

of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, some in 

government have become reluctant to sustain funding and 

eager to declare "Mission accomplished!" 

Dr. Christopher McVoy will use photos, maps, and models to 

help us understand why that declaration would be premature, 

and especially, why the Everglades still need our continued 

advocacy. 

Christopher McVoy, Ph.D. is an Everglades expert, member 

of the board of Friends of the Everglades, author of 

Landscapes and Hydrology of the Pre-drainage Everglades, 

and recipient of the 2026 Everglades Coalition Public Service 

Award.  

Register Now! 

 

https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?formcampaignid=701Po00001RXXy5IAH&mapLinkHref=https://maps.google.com/maps&daddr=Loxahatchee%20Group%20General%20Meeting%20Everglades%20Restoration%20at%2025%20Years@26.587809,-80.106316
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How To Control Your Emails 

If you scroll down to the bottom of all mailings from the Sierra Club, it allows you to change some, or 

all, of the mailings you receive. 

If you tire of the number of emails you get from the Sierra Club, please DO NOT hit unsubscribe! 

That will cut you off from our newsletter, The Bulletin. 

The Bulletin shares issues we are working on, presenters scheduled for our General Meetings that you 

will want to attend, Outings that you will want to go on with our Outing Leaders, and so much more.  

VERY IMPORTANT! - If you choose to forward your Sierra Club’s mail to anyone, you must 

remove your name at the top and then go to the bottom and remove your name and email address.  If 

not, the person(s) you send this copy to may choose to unsubscribe and you will be deleted, not the 

person that you sent it to! 

For emails you don’t want, you can control that by clicking on the Manage Preferences option at the 

bottom of every email. Once there, be sure to keep on subscribing to My Chapter, the first option. The 

rest of the options? Decide for yourself. 
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