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Sierra Club: 
Legislative Update



November 2025 - H.4744 - Climate Rollback 

February 2026 - House passed H.5175 

● Removed some of the worst climate 
provisions in H.4744

● Good things in bill include portable solar, V2G, 
removing biomass from RPS, protecting labor 
in geothermal, protections against third party 
suppliers

But….

What happened in the 
MA House?
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H.5175 also includes 

● $1 billion cut to Mass Save’s budget
● 70% cut to Alternative Compliance 

Payment (ACP) funding

What happened in the 
MA House?
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53
%

LMI Incentive %
Historically, market-rate incentives 

exceeded LMI incentives, but 2025 was 
the first year that the majority went to 

LMI households.  
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Other stats: 

● Electric participation in 
Hard-to-Reach communities 
increased from 29% to 36%

● 98% of HTR municipalities 
saw increased participation 
and 20% rose above the 
statewide average 

Read more here:  https://350mass.betterfutureproject.org/mass_save_and_distributive_justice

Mass Save and Equity



When a supplier doesn’t meet its clean energy 
procurement obligation, it makes an alternative 
compliance payment. 

DOER uses this for new renewable energy, energy 
efficiency, and other clean energy projects. 

- Climate leaders community program (money for 
municipalities)

- Affordable housing decarbonization grant program 
- Advancing massachusetts power 
- Clean energy siting and permitting division

Alternative Compliance 
Payments
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What do we want in the Senate version?
Address natural 
gas costs

Pass our moratorium on gas 
expansion near EJ communities 
(SCJC), limit GSEP spending as 
per the AGO recommendation & 
stakeholder group, and take 
Mass Save away from gas 
utilities (ELM priority 
amendment in House)

Preserve Mass 
Save 

Remove all mentions of funding 
cuts as per Amendment #113 
from Rep. Uyterhoeven, and 
hold strong against House false 
& outdated narratives

Stop exorbitant 
utility costs

Right now utility companies 
charge to ratepayers their 
lobbying expenses, a practice 
that is illegal in many states.  
The Governor’s draft and House 
Energy draft had this section in 
but Ways and Means removed 
it. 
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Sierra Club Priorities: Changing utility business 
practices will result in affordability benefits. 

● Hold polluters accountable

● Put people over corporate profit

● Reduce energy burden for 
low-income households 
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Join other environmental advocates 
on May 12th and meet with your 
State Senators (in your district)

bit.ly/LOVEYOURMOTHERMPF



Where are we? Big Moving Bills
Mass Ready Act aka the Environmental Bond Bill (S.3050) in Senate Ways & Means

a. Senate passed their version on April 15th

b. ban plastic carryout bags, makes an already common 10-cent fee for paper bags universal, 
and strictly limits when restaurants can hand out plastic cutlery, take-out containers, 
straws, and more

c. Lots of amendments passed: Rodenticide (#3), Municipal reforestation (#6), climate bank 
study (#4) amendments passed to be engrossed

d. State Forest advocates did not manage to change the initial EEA language about reserves. 
Administrative power for designation and de-designation
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https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mass-ready-act
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S3050/


Where are we? Top priorities 
● H.3400 /     S.2239 An Act Prohibiting The Use Of Ratepayer Funds For Utility Lobbying, 

Promotions Or Perks

a. House bill sent to study

b. In Senate Ways and Means after a favorable committee report

● H.3547 /     S.2290 An Act Preventing Gas Expansion To Protect Climate, Community Health 
And Safety

a. House bill sent to study

b. Senate Ways and Means
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https://www.sierraclub.org/massachusetts/2025-2026-legislative-priorities
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/HD1883
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2239
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/HD3428
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/SD2088


Where are we? Top priorities 
●      H.952 An Act relative to watershed forest protection

a. Compilation redraft out of Environment committee that turned the forest bills into a study

● H.4870 /    S.1504 An Act to protect Massachusetts public health from PFAS

a. House bill in second committee (Health Care Financing)

b. In Senate Ways and Means

● S.2099 An act to provide sunlight to state government

a. In Senate Ways and Means 11

https://www.sierraclub.org/massachusetts/2025-2026-legislative-priorities
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/HD2202
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H4870/
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/SD2403
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/SD467


Other bills!
H.954: An Act Empowering Vulnerable 
Municipalities to Protect Residents and The 
Environment from Harmful Pesticides

● In House W&M

H.965: An Act restricting the use of rodenticides 
in the environment

● Amendment #3 in the Senate Bond Bill

● New draft: H.5217

H.2394: An Act to restrict the use of polystyrene

● Amendment 84 of the Senate Bond Bill: 
studying the feasibility of the bill 
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H.3494: An act to improve outdoor lighting, 
conserve energy, and increase dark-sky 
visibility

● Reported favorably out of committee, 
referred to W&M

● Amendment 9 of bond bill proposed by 
Creem: Withdrawn

H.5076, H.4700, H.995, H.4191: Home Rule 
Petition, pesticide reduction in Eastham, Truro, 
Orleans, Wellfleet

● Sent to study

H.4172: Rodenticide ben in Provincetown

● Rolled into H.5217



Reach out with questions: 
eva.morgan@sierraclub.org

Thank you


