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Central-Northern New York Group
Atlantic Chapter
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE – 2026 

OVERVIEW

The Sierra Club is America's oldest and largest grassroots environmental organization.  It works to elect candidates who will lead the fight in protecting our communities and natural surroundings.  Candidates supported by the Sierra Club include those who champion legislation that protects our clean air, clean water, and special wild places; speak out against environmentally destructive measures; lobby around important environmental issues, or otherwise work to protect America's natural heritage. The Central & Northern Group of the Sierra Club is part of the Atlantic Chapter which encompasses the State of New York.

PROCESS

In order for an endorsement to be considered, you will need to fill out this questionnaire (or attach a separate sheet) which is designed to elicit your commitment to and ideas on addressing the important environmental issues facing our county. Responses should be considered public and should be considered a commitment. Please send to: rjezer@gmail.com Feel free to attach supporting information.

After receipt of your completed questionnaire, the endorsement committee will distribute it to the local Executive Committee which will vote on the endorsement and send it to the New York State Chapter for approval. The sooner the questionnaire is received, the sooner we can process and include in our endorsement literature.

If endorsed, you will be able to use the Sierra Club logo and endorsement on your literature. If requested, the board will help you as best as it can on your campaign. 

In order to ensure a timely evaluation of your responses as well as speed the endorsement process, we request that you answer all questions in an electronic format (Microsoft Word documents preferred).  Please be sure to number your responses according to the question being answered. If there are any questions, feel free to email Political Chair, Rhea Jezer, rjezer@gmail.com










In one or two paragraphs, please outline and describe your most important environmental achievements in the past or accomplishments and experiences which would indicate your commitment to advancing a sustainability agenda. These may be professional or personal. If you are an incumbent, please share what you have accomplished since taking office. Please also outline your environmental priorities, should you be elected.

1. In what ways will you support and promote measures for reducing carbon emissions and energy consumption. In what ways will you promote the use of solar power, wind power, heat pumps, fuel cells, and other forms of clean energy?

2. Central New York continues to be a place in which too many people feel that they simply need a car - to get to work, to buy groceries - to simply survive. What will you do as a leader to improve this situation? This could include, but would not be limited to: improvements to the accessibility and usability of bus transportation; bus rapid transit; enhanced space and protection for cyclists and pedestrians; Replacement of gas or diesel fueled fleet cars and school buses with electric alternatives; Promoting clean transportation, including use of electric cars, school buses & public transportation as well as accessibility for using bikes. 

3. Due to the Micron investment in this area, our region is expecting rapid growth along with the need for additional housing. How will you advocate for policies that will ensure this growth accommodates the need in a sustainable way, without becoming additional sprawl?  How will you promote sustainable land use policies?

4. Due to the Micron investment in this area, our region is expecting rapid growth along with the need for additional housing. How will you advocate for policies that will ensure this growth accommodates the need in a sustainable way, without becoming additional sprawl?  

5. Lead is notoriously dangerous, with medical and public health experts agreeing that there is no safe level of lead in the human body. How will you Addressing the issue of lead pipes in your area?.

6. Committing to green procurement. Where do you see opportunities for improving the purchasing decisions made at the local level by government entities to move our area toward more sustainability? 

7. One of the main draws for Micron to central New York was the availability of large amounts of clean water.  The facility is expected to consume 20 million gallons of water per day. What will you do to ensure that that the resulting wastewater does not harm to our ecosystems or drinking water? 

8. Supporting Environmental and Social Justice
What will you do as a leader to ensure that the majority of the harms caused by pollution and other environmental concerns do not continue to fall upon those with the fewest resources to advocate for themselves or their neighborhoods?  Where do you currently see this happening, and what measures do you think should be taken to lessen that disproportionate burden? 

9. Will you support and actively promote strong enforcement of environmental regulations that protect air and water quality throughout the state, including in the most disproportionately affected communities?

Candidate Name:					

Office being sought: 

Incumbent/Challenger or Open Seat: 

Previous Elected Offices, if any: 

Party or Parties Affiliation:	 

Are You in a Primary or General Election:	                                                  
Name of Campaign Committee: 
Name of Campaign Manager: 
Campaign Manager E-mail: 
Campaign Manager Phone #: 
Candidate E-mail: 
Candidate Phone #:	

Were you previously endorsed by Sierra Club?

If endorsed, how will you use the Sierra Club endorsement?

Please list all Endorsements you have currently received:
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