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Groups Express Disappointment with Governor Hobbs over her support of the Desert
Southwest Gas Pipeline — Locking in Methane Gas Use for Decades

Phoenix, AZ - Today, organizations including Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter, Chispa Arizona,
and Solar United Neighbors, expressed disappointment in Governor Katie Hobbs's
announcement of her support for the Desert Southwest Pipeline, a methane gas pipeline that
will stretch over 500 miles through three states -- Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona -- and cost
more than $5.3 billion dollars.

“Governor Hobbs’s decision to support this gas pipeline is both unwise and short-sighted,” said
Sandy Bahr, director for Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter. “This pipeline will ensure that
Arizona exports more of our energy dollars from Arizona to Texas, but much worse will lock in
gas use for decades. The Governor should have at a minimum waited until she knew more
about the impacts of this proposed gas pipeline instead of once again just giving the Arizona
utilities -- APS, TEP, and SRP -- what they want. This pipeline is costly to our wallets, our health,
and the climate.”

“The fight for environmental justice is intersectional—we support a system where the working
class has access to good union jobs, but a gas pipeline is not sustainable nor should it be done
at the expense of potential harm and negative health impacts to the land or people. Decisions
like this should not be made without communication and dialogue with impacted communities.
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We are truly disappointed with this decision. Utility corporations win again,” said Vania
Guevara, Advocacy and Political Director for Chispa Arizona.

“Local solar energy is the cheapest and fastest way to lower energy bills and meet Arizona’s
rapidly growing energy demand,” said Adrian Keller, Arizona Program Director for Solar United
Neighbors (SUN). “In the sunniest state in the nation, it is disappointing that Governor Hobbs is
supporting the expansion of a new methane gas pipeline that risks exposing Arizona ratepayers
to price volatility and unpredictability in the gas market for decades. It is not in the best interest
of Arizonans to pay increasingly higher rates to keep our state hooked on out-of-state natural
gas when we have some of the best solar energy potential in the nation that is still
underutilized.”

In addition to being an attack on the environment, the pursuit of extreme gas expansion is also
an attack on Arizonans and their wallets. Arizonans will be saddled with the high cost of
methane gas and this pipeline. Given high and volatile gas prices, and the availability of
lower-cost alternatives like solar and wind, the gas plants this pipeline is intended to serve may
become an increasingly uneconomical way to generate electricity. This gas pipeline expansion
project risks becoming an expensive and unnecessary asset that degrades the environment and
costs customers dearly, all while contributing to producing dirty, high-cost power.

This proposed pipeline will also make Arizona even more dependent on out-of-state energy as
this pipeline will deliver gas to Arizona from Texas, which means more of our energy dollars will
leave Arizona rather than being invested locally in solar. In her Energy Task Force Report,

Governor Hobbs herself acknowledged concerns with gas, including issues related to increased
water use to power gas power plants as well as the backlog of gas power turbines; concerns
that appear to go unaddressed with this announcement.

While Governor Hobbs claims to prioritize supporting Arizona families, her support for the
pipeline ignores the economic reality Arizonans are experiencing as families struggle to pay
utility bills. If affordability is a priority, renewables, particularly solar paired with storage, need
to be at the forefront of the energy discussions taking place.
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Increased cost
https://www.eenews.net/articles/cost-of-building-us-gas-plants-spikes-66-report-says
Misguided use of Gas
https://ieefa.org/sites/default/files/2026-04/The%20Misguided%20Stampede%20To%20Build%
20Gas%20Power%20Plants April%202026.pdf

The price of new combined-cycle gas plants is roughly triple the cost of projects built in the
early 2020s and orders placed now likely will not be fulfilled until 2030, or later. The costs of
wind and solar, paired with dispatchable battery storage, are not tracking the rapid climb of gas
prices; hardware is readily available; and they have no fuel costs.
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