
Opportunities for Improvement
• Tighten existing—or enact new—policy for municipal 

facilities and operations
• Tighten existing—or enact new—town bylaws or 

regulations

Policy Opportunities 
• Pesticide reduction
• Nutrient reduction 
• Rodenticide ban
• Tree protection
• Outdoor lighting / dark skies
• Leaf blower operation
• Native planting
• Your ideas?

Community Activism: Regulating Leafblowers, 
Protecting Wildlife & More
June 16, 2026



https://vineyardconservation.org/education-advocacy/environmental-
policy/leaf-blower-regulations

Regulating Leafblowers on the Vineyard
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Regulating Pesticides & Nutrients
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Steps for Success
• Collaborate with like-minded individuals to select an area for intervention
• Research and document of existing practices/concerns and needed changes
• Identify an existing model policy or best practice, or develop a novel solution
• Identify risks of inaction, benefits of adoption, and common concerns 
• Identify likely supporters, allies, and opposition
• Create engagement opportunities 
• Work with citizens, officials, and impacted stakeholders to inform policy 

development and review
• Organize public forums / support public hearings 
• Provide high-quality, factual information throughout process

• Have Select Board, Town Committee, or trusted organization bring article to 
Town Meeting (or bring municipal policy change forward)
• Provide handouts with key messages
• Line up supportive speakers and citizens


