
PROTECT MISSOURI'S INITIATIVE PETITION PROCESS

OPPOSE HJR 79, SJR 31, AND HB 2079
SUMMARY OF BILLS

If  passed, HJR 79, SJR 31, AND HB 2079 would 
negat ively impact  the cit izen init iat ive pet it ion process 

in Missouri. Voters m ust  have access to a fair and 
equitable process of put t ing policy proposals on our 

state's ballot . 20+ proposed changes to the init iat ive 
pet it ion process will not  bring about  posit ive reform, 
but  dim inish Missouri 's 115-year t radit ion that  voters 

t rust .   

UNASKED CHANGES
 SJR 31 would make qualifying pet it ions nearly 

impossible by increasing the percentage of signatures 
needed from 8% to 15% per congressional dist ricts. 

Addit ionally,  HJR 79 & SJR 31 requires a 2/ 3 passage, 
instead of a simple majority vote. HB 2079 creates an 

extreme f i ling fee and creates other "reforms" which will 
only hinder Missourians abili ty to be involved in our 

historic in it iat ive pet it ion process. 

Missourians have used the init iat ive pet it ion process to 
pass policy by working together across polit ical ideology. 

The init iat ive pet it ion process is a beacon of Missouri?s 
representat ive government. As Gov. Ashcroft  said,  ?It  is 

through the init iat ive process that  those who have no 
inf luence with elect ive representat ives may take their 

cause direct ly to the people.? 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
 The Sierra Club has worked several in it iat ive pet it ion 

campaigns and knows how dif f icult  i t  is to gather 
signatures statewide under the present  standard. 

Addit ionally,  the Sierra Club depends on the init iat ive 
pet it ion process to advocate for environmental policy 

when our legislators did not . Examples include: 
Construct ion Work in Progress (1976),  Parks and Soil 
Tax (1996),  and Renewable Energy Standard (2008).   

HJR 79 w as f i l ed by Rep. Hen derson  
an d vot ed out  of  Elect i on s & Elect ed 
Of f i cal s Com m i t t ee t o be ref er red: 
Rules -  Adm in i st rat i ve Oversigh t .

SJR 31 w as f i l ed by Sen at or  On der  an d 
t o Ref er red Local  Govern m en t  an d 
Elect i on s Com m i t t ee.

HB 2079 w as f i l ed by Rep. Sim m on s 
an d ref er red t o Elect i on s & Elect ed 
Of f i cial s Com m i t t ee. 
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