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Monthly E-Sierran Newsletter September 2021

What's Happening at the Massachusetts Chapter

Advocacy Hour: Campaign
Updates 
Wednesdays at 5:00pm 
Virtual Event

Join Sierra Club Massachusetts leaders on
Zoom for a campaign update, every Wednesday
at 5pm. This is an opportunity to get plugged
into our campaigns, learn about timely issues
and ongoing projects, and talk directly to Sierra
Club staff and leaders. New members and
volunteers welcome! 

Plastics & Zero Waste Update
Wednesday, September 29 at 5:00pm 

Clint Richmond, member of the Chapter Executive Committee & national Zero
Waste Single-Use Plastics Subcommittee joins Advocacy Hour to present on
recycling and zero waste. In particular, there will be a focus on plastics at the
state and Federal level (Break Free From Plastic Pollution bill). 

RSVP Here

Climate Leadership Update
Wednesday, October 6 at 5:00pm 

Join the chapter's Climate Research Team on October 6 for a presentation
and update on their municipal climate research project. Across
Massachusetts, individual cities and towns are taking action to fight climate
change. These actions, referred to as municipal climate actions, are a key
component to achieving the emissions reductions necessary for a safe
future. 

RSVP Here

Plant-based Cooking
Demonstration
Sunday, September 26 at 6:00pm 
Virtual Event

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082846c3e657cd846929f55bbe77a62702f7b5bf47bfa18322fbfb9fd83d75c7c9a9a98d6cf863e8a5b8fcd299376f46240
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c22108275a21b8bb6e20f5e0d1db8463b36075fae4106bf21761dbd47254563ab9f14b2f6d4280d9e2bb600cb785a29b24f62f1
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210823b046493317600daa61df841b1b625e9d04fd9abfbe4c165e60ff3901584723328d66c397b39c92a18e64a69df789906
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082a888103f82bb96572fdd1ce4d8e7bdc2177071c8c73f2730997766203cc26f5ef4c056cb601b764acbd9e57bf51a379d
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082b6cd73fa88ec12599fe14e0e6034dd88fb5bd957be4280fd03bff4af227c8440e8d57f3d3728e6d8c79fc19faf5ec268
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Learn how to make healthy plant-based food
with the Plant-based Planet Team! We'll
demonstrate how to make various plant-based
dishes at home. Feel free to ask us questions;
we'll be happy to help you.
 

RSVP Here

Clean Energy & Climate
BERDO 2.0 Victory
The Boston City Council voted unanimously in support of passing a building emissions
performance standard (BEPS) which will require all large buildings to achieve carbon neutrality by
2050! The policy will prevent 37 million metric tons of greenhouse gases from going into the
atmosphere over the next 30 years. It also contains provisions which establish an Emissions
Review Board comprised of 2/3 members nominated by community based organizations, and an
Equitable Investment Fund made up of alternative compliance payments which will support local
emission reduction projects that benefit EJ populations and prioritize air quality improvements,
lowering energy burden, low-income affordable housing and housing stabilization, access to
green jobs, and clean energy installations.

The Chapter coordinated with many coalition partners on a robust advocacy campaign in support
of the policy including Boston Climate Action Network, Mothers Out Front, ACE, Clean Water
Action, Community Labor United, and more. Together we gathered approximately 1800 letters
and petition signatures from residents in support. As Councilor Lydia Edwards said in remarks
upon receiving the petitions, our organizing "dwarfed the opposition." 

This is a proud moment for the City and our advocates community, one that propels us forward as
a leader in climate action!

MassCEC Pilot Showcases
Success of Whole Home Heat
Pumps

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082de998b6d868eefab01d2111550cff99e2c7b25b90f62d0dc3c2cb169763a5c8f29dd9f01f1105e286a7112b9eede6df2
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082de998b6d868eefab01d2111550cff99e2c7b25b90f62d0dc3c2cb169763a5c8f29dd9f01f1105e286a7112b9eede6df2
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"Heat pumps can serve as a whole-home
heating and cooling solution in Massachusetts.
That was the primary takeaway of MassCEC’s
Whole-Home Heat Pump Pilot, which ran from
May 2019 through June 2021. And whole-home
heat pumps will be fundamental to the
Commonwealth meeting our goal of one million
households using high-efficiency electric
heating systems by 2030."
 

Continue Reading

One of the outdoor units for the whole-home heat pump
system at the author’s home. Meg Howard, Program
Director, MassCEC

Environmental Justice Legislative Briefing
The Mass Environmental Justice Table is hosting one more legislative briefing this fall on one of
its bills! This bills will provide guardrails to stop dirty transportation emissions and energy projects
in Massachusetts’ environmental justice communities.

S.2135/H.3336 An Act Relative to Energy Facilities Siting Reform to Address
Environmental Justice, Climate, and Public Health. FACT SHEET
Monday, October 4th 11AM - 12PM https://tinyurl.com/SitingJustice

RSVP Here

Transportation Matters

National Drive Electric Week
(NDEW)
September 25 - October 3 

Join us from September 25 to October 3 for a
nationwide celebration to raise awareness of the
many benefits of electric vehicles. Attend one or
many of the in-person events near you:
Wellesley, Boston, Westborough, Lowell,
Danvers, Andover, and Plymouth. Events will be
held online and in-person, and new events are
being added every week. Learn More

Sierra Club’s Smart Growth and Infill Guidance Webinar Series
 
The Smart Growth and Infill Guidance provides meaningful guidance to activists in applying the
Urban Infill Policy at the local level. It includes an overview of how land-use decisions get made,
how to get involved in the process to ensure that urban infill policies are included in local plans
and ordinances, what types of housing and transportation projects, plans, and policies we should
support and oppose, and how to guarantee adequate and meaningful public participation,
especially by historically underrepresented groups.
 

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c22108240938228bb686efa3ea114ba25de486a392e92170abdacebda04c62b254f0f6feb8b4b0a1b67f555889618bed731b1c3
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210825837eae2d031eafec5fda177245704d2fe2e3541ba57a2d082248d5ef1460ebfa9f068f31582a241298ac6b7ca4fd5ed
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210825837eae2d031eafec5fda177245704d2fe2e3541ba57a2d082248d5ef1460ebfa9f068f31582a241298ac6b7ca4fd5ed
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210822b2c21205fbb7b79f7f4c2b5d1ada749283d661d696f5bf01b8172886d5daedb58d7b19fdf6f07ee27a2f7f85b2ece66
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c22108203837c46082e912357574c88fc77279572efe74b557181bfb2775566a0472b10e3be0c695baa91de99f226b51c363161
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082d8a07c7848b691b69ec5a97307a3b0940e0d7b76bf37f059df96e55ecf0d003876f7eaca38551679905e236f060849b7
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082c24765636c091e5f5faff727bcdf9c8ff90dd48f70cbd0aab370594c1bf26d608f66958128f8d4e576000d8ef3ad3fab
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082c24765636c091e5f5faff727bcdf9c8ff90dd48f70cbd0aab370594c1bf26d608f66958128f8d4e576000d8ef3ad3fab
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082f2e9d767fccf50c86b46cc11680eb9e7b1a88f0568866af1321a4c105b4ae7a5c2e295d806e7004622ebc6c59fd468ce
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082b9816c3292df8a527e3a35847c8db739803cd5f6b493e6d37599ffda8e645b97cc39c570e20be6ee1270c8d6c012b699
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c22108255ae072b5e009a547b614a253325f9720bb99bb4bdd4c1e8b64954eb7b0894902c1a147c9cb8b80da6d908cdb3fadedb
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210828a05b997e8419b077e530efb71ef4b6f4853335ca8a7051d2547b684d7616c596ce8b849ed72b18a1b9ee2802e589ae0
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c22108253d5e071a1e602432f4ff581b50c1829a92f8a5b84d170e91725611390b3b38274737dc021813fb8694bf1b077afe9f9
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210824eb646ce1dc344c990e72559daa41344e30676aee711f2128d509817bb43b976b8ad780116b9ca47b6bd13d31b13a182
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210823111664f445323d4742cf529f5d993fb64e40651f7a9a869502d89995a631768cf3e4ded00aee2361f55c3e58c716767
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210826be86b1bc055c4542df9459588546d56ed828c1c7ea4558a2344e568af094c141f4ce68733516af472d6912b7cd6ed09
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210826be86b1bc055c4542df9459588546d56ed828c1c7ea4558a2344e568af094c141f4ce68733516af472d6912b7cd6ed09
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082ad93366186c808afc956e98050bc1799d3cc25b96cfe4b796c4c9dfc45a7a8840492244100c7c394765c2530168aef94
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The guidance shows how general principles from the policy, such as that every neighborhood
should be inclusive, compact and walkable, can be achieved across a spectrum of contexts, from
single-family neighborhoods to transit corridors, and from rural towns to urban centers. Smarter
growth is important in all of these settings, but what it looks like can vary considerably. 

Join one or more infill webinar on the third Monday of each month at 8pm ET to walk through the
guidance. 

Housing Access for All - October 18th - 8pm ET
Active Transportation - November 15th - 8pm ET
Resilience and Labor - December 20th - 8pm ET

RSVP Here

NoProp22MA Rally for Worker Protections
Wednesday, October 6 at 10:00am
Massachusetts State House, 24 Beacon Street, Boston
 
Tech giants Uber, Lyft, DoorDash and Instacart have filed a proposal that would classify drivers
for ride hailing and delivery apps as independent workers. This would allow tech giants to pay
less than minimum wage and remove legal protections against workplace injuries, discrimination,
and sexual harassment.

Sierra Club Massachusetts has endorsed the
NoProp22MA campaign led by the Coalition to
Protect Workers Rights to oppose this $100M
big tech campaign. Read more about the
proposal here and RSVP here to join the rally at
the State House on Wednesday, October 6th at
10 AM at the State House Steps in advance of
the public hearing on the Uber/Big Tech bill. 

RSVP Here

Chapter Committee and Team Meetings

Climate Research Team Meeting
Wednesdays at 6:00pm
Weekly meeting of the Climate Research Team. This team looks at
municipal progress on clean energy/climate issues and seeks
opportunities to leverage municipal power for state policy change.

RSVP Here

Community Outreach Team Meeting 
Thursday, September 23 at 7:00pm
Bi-weekly meeting of the Outreach Team. This team is responsible for
person-to-person outreach to Sierra Club members and supporters.
They use a variety of tools, including phone calling, peer-to-peer texting,
and email blasts.

RSVP Here

Energy Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, September 28 at 2:30pm
This committee meets monthly for conversations about energy policy.
They weigh in on legislative issues, write testimony for hearings/public
input sessions, and pen op-eds for media publications.

RSVP Here

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210821e7e9aadfb966e912c402e2a4bc811af185fa7a2505949c29f52d18d0dcf1aecc28ff09ebcca19b042e0f62bf58d73bb
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c22108209c794ee6757538e120a2790d98bf3b4514c5a926bdfe312a8af78fb0974aadac338a217a89665028921d40bcc3b4b73
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210824f0b47c816dfa5f5754d12d64de24126908f043efcb39ca42a2faf73fc2d0fb2ed2b5e8b596b8fb82a5c7488c2e93cc2
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210828e5666795e9ae6734e7ee41f4742e8d99fa7a14ed9417edf4ce99cf25f330fb46ecd2fabaee387fa89329a9115d42e87
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c22108209c794ee6757538e120a2790d98bf3b4514c5a926bdfe312a8af78fb0974aadac338a217a89665028921d40bcc3b4b73
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c22108209c794ee6757538e120a2790d98bf3b4514c5a926bdfe312a8af78fb0974aadac338a217a89665028921d40bcc3b4b73
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082af7a05b798399bd7babb9eea4a44db8a496ec160e066b2c8a1716732b69bed199dd132fae51caaf5386ce5f1e14de897
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082d0d6dbca1b1b4cbc54d1cf7337c72483c66a71c155a970a453a08b5a22d61f2a73700b5ec77c7793e8cc007d4a8d6797
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082d51499f4169185e400b426cd9c87bf46dfe726f8de5a351773be2b6d28c8232fffad538cf5e251e68336591958ac4e4f
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082d8345b7db4e094c5ef039c486be7c625c0f2b6734f47de8f00c697b15e1f727f8ad18cb3785691d53c7472b5d015e32a


9/23/21, 11:45 AM https://view.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e538e14eed5aeea41383f0013a46b7e29bc0c2c9d9ebea7e1d905a2bd1f46d488d873ae1b0aa4875a021c94…

https://view.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e538e14eed5aeea41383f0013a46b7e29bc0c2c9d9ebea7e1d905a2bd1f46d488d873ae1b0aa4875a021c941ce8af67862f52cc5c96… 5/7

Political Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, September 28 at 6:00pm
This committee researches political candidates and makes
recommendations on who the Chapter should endorse. 

RSVP Here

Cape Cod Group Meeting 
Tuesday, September 28 at 7:00pm
Please join us for the bi-weekly meeting of the Cape Cod Group. All
interested parties are welcome. 

RSVP Here

Forest Protection Team Meeting 
Thursday, September 30 at 7:30pm
The Forest Protection Team is dedicated to protecting and preserving
forests and trees throughout Massachusetts through education,
advocacy and community involvement. All are welcome to attend!

RSVP Here

Toxics Team Meeting 
Monday, October 4 at 5:00pm
Biweekly meeting of the Toxics Team. This team handles toxic pollution
issues, including deadly chemicals (e.g. PFAS), plastic-based pollutants,
and recycling/solid waste issues.

RSVP Here

Plant-based Planet Team Meeting 
Wednesday, October 6 at 7:00pm
Please join us for the monthly meeting of the Plant-based Planet Team.
Come discuss strategies to promote a plant-based diet as way of fighting
climate change and conserving natural resources.

RSVP Here

Transportation Committee Meeting 
Thursday, October 14 at 6:00pm
Join us to discuss and respond to critical transportation issues affecting
Massachusetts, including rail, bus, bike, pedestrian, and traffic pollution
policies.

RSVP Here

Executive Committee Meeting
Thursday, October 21 at 5:30pm
The monthly meeting of the Executive Committee. All members welcome
to join except for any Executive Session. 

RSVP Here

Friend and Partner Events

Youth-led intergenerational
rally
Friday, September 24 at 3:00pm 
Boston Public Garden 

This is a collaborative, youth-centered,
intergenerational event organized by members
of the Massachusetts Youth Climate Coalition
(MYCC) and their adult allies. The effort is led
by Fridays for Future MA, in concert with other
strikes occurring around the world on the same
day.
 

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082d8345b7db4e094c5ef039c486be7c625c0f2b6734f47de8f00c697b15e1f727f8ad18cb3785691d53c7472b5d015e32a
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082943f403b512c59ab2e8e407e40516f566b6a954469ac5116ece4c73dad7a43c810aac9087374370898df0a77f9580324
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082593e3b103f71abed62f131f1d62bc38753ce4104630b7b5bc9eb8bf941f1a1751c13454669997f3a9e5aac381d064cc0
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c2210825a807d3a43a0c04495e311b21efdf8de19ec90402c5099e791be97db34f84af1020e8f6561f801d1cf811474726f710b
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082a26f7846eeb84e7a5add99dc4f70d6440bf592bc887ea78e95c8d5d4785a57dc16b72e7e07b02b6a034ead9e59beb0b6
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082c06e7386d7b1e8245e40fa6766ce80df84382d583cb612d2d69865e9b103946da0ad4c34506bcc60d916dcc83929965d
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082fe93ee728a13bd0aee0a18dc2d55bc576a8b81a5ae642a9850664af9d3ddd64ac49c5324ca6cebc16ef25520f4ad2ba2
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=4395d0559c221082686357bda42786c0d27ecff81b5b3e51f953a313b240ff891cc60761f01b27656cb8ccead748012c4e9ddcb0b90f9c1c
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RSVP Here

The Fair Share Amendment: Why it Matters and How You Can
Help
September 27 at 7:00pm 
Virtual Event

The Massachusetts Fair Share Amendment–or “millionaires tax”—will be a referendum on the
ballot in November 2022.  If it passes, our state will be able to make the big and sustained
investments in our entire transportation system necessary to save our planet. In this webinar,
hosted by 350MA, we will learn about the Fair Share Amendment, and discuss how each of us
can help ensure its passage. 
 

RSVP Here

Love. Earth. Justice.
October 3, 2021 at 3:00pm 

At 3 pm on Sunday, October 3, 2021, Massachusetts Interfaith Power & Light will convene Love.
Earth. Justice.: A Multifaith Service of Prayer, Celebration, and Resolve. We will gather at
Old South Church in Boston to celebrate creation and community, mourn all we have lost, and call
each other to faithful action. Planned for approximately 90 minutes, the service will include prayer,
meditation, and uplifting music, with an inspiring sermon from Rev. Traci Blackmon, national
justice minister for the United Church of Christ.  We’ll follow the strict Covid protocols of Old South
Church. Wherever you live, you can join by livestream.  
 

Learn More

Our Reading List
Read the latest environmental news from Massachusetts and beyond...

Boston City Council approves major emissions cuts for large buildings (Boston Globe, 9/22/21)
Biden Confronts Extreme Heat, A Silent Climate Killer (Washington Post, 9/20/21)
Building Electrification Could Recharge Our Economy and Save the Climate (Forbes, 9/20/21)
This powerful Democrat linked to fossil fuels will craft the US climate plan (Boston Globe,
9/20/21)
As Climate Change Fears Grow, A Real Fight Over Fake Turf (New York Times 9/18/21)
House Panel Expands Inquiry Into Climate Disinformation by Oil Giants (New York Times,
9/16/21)

Always be sure to check our website calendar for more upcoming events. If you'd like the Sierra Club
to co-sponsor your event  (and add it to our events digest), please email us!

ABOUT   |  DONATE   |   JOIN

This email was sent to: emma.brown@sierraclub.org
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