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As Nebraskans contemplate our next governor, I find myself wondering if we’ll ever get to the 
bottom of the St. Francis debacle. 

How can things go so wrong and result in no serious accountability in government? Why was 
Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh shut out of the investigative committee when her research into the 
problem was the genesis of that committee? Why did a legislator who doesn’t want the 
investigation get appointed as a member? 

Besides not knowing as much about the problem as Cavanaugh, were there other criteria for 
choosing these committee members? Is there some commonality we’re missing that the press 
might tease out? 

Or I look to the unfortunate residents of deep-red Mead and Saunders County, which makes me 
wonder how many directions “loyalty” goes in politics. Perhaps just one. AltEn is our Flint, our 
second Asarco, and it’s being handled in the same manner as the first: with plausibly deniable 
incompetence and casual disregard for the Nebraskans affected. 

Oh well, there’s always the Superfund. 

Should a governor protect the citizens? Or should he or she use the office to spread politically 
charged misinformation and try to downplay proven public health measures during a global 
pandemic? 

Should the governor promote “the common weal”? Nebraska had long squandered a chance to 
expand Medicaid to low-income residents with matching federal funds, a move numerous studies 
have shown would shore up vulnerable rural healthcare systems and thereby protect the health of 
rural Nebraskans. 

The people finally had enough and petitioned Medicaid expansion into law. Nebraskans; are you 
wondering where it is almost three years later? 

So many questions. So few answers. Maybe when your party locks up the state government, 
answers become voluntary? 

We could ask ... 

Gregory Wees, Omaha 



 
 


