Earl’s Pearls

Nutria Wars!

For readers of the Delta Sierran not
familiar with the cast bank of Jefferson
Parish. a short instruction on the
ceography and history is in order. Fifty
vears ago. virtwaltly all of Last Jefferson
north of the Airline Highway was marsh.
swamp. or part of Lake Pontchartrain. It
muskrats. crabs. and

About that time. (two
species of nonindigenous mamimals began
to inhabit those wetlands, The first was
the nutria. the big South American water
rat et Toose in Louisiana (o enhance the
The muskrat, smaller and
lett, The second
species was homo
aterritorially
sthispocies of homa sapicns. Many. but not
webbed
Cas do the natrias, and in order to live
they had to drain it In order
marsh and so that real estiate

home 1o
beaucoup birds.
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fur industry.
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Al jettersonenses Jdo not hine
feet
i the marsh.
to drain the
developers could reward politicians for
their a4great pattern of canals
was dug. Homo Jetfersonensis increased
rapidhy n numbers as the marsh was
drained. driving the nutrias into the canals
As the nutrias had driven the muskrats out

ot

assistance.

the parish
Hon has an odd.

secmmehy paradoxical habit of building

1o Jetfersonensis

fevees around the marshes. which results
in the water bemg impounded much like a
then pumping the water out.
threugh or levees. Al ot which

nrovides oo lot of public works contracts

vice ticld.

over the

for politicos 1o award to friends, relatives.
and other supporters of good government.
By the 1990 Fast Jetferson was relativeh
and evervone assumed that the nutrias
cood. that the marsh had
and  that homo

Jetiersonensis had raken its righdul place

dn
had gone tor
cedased  to exist.
high on the tood chain.
But then. the natrias struck back.
Fhe uelv furry water
duain. Not content to live in peacetut
cooxistence with humans. the nutrias
I'he sides of the drainage
canals appedled to them as attordable

Fals wWere seen

I.\"‘ tn 1o (Ii“
housing. and holes in the canal walls
bhecame sites of domestic and connubial
Dliss. The nutrias begat more nutrias. The
ienored the garbage and the shopping
the motor
disgosting discards and detritas homo

baskhers and
Jetfersonensis dumped into the canads. As
the sides of canals deteriorated. the
politicians agdin sprang into acton. seeing
the
supporters of good government to make

opportunity - for enterprising,
huck getting rid of nutrias.

[ve trapping was out of the question
probabhy because it doesn't work as a

method of extermination. SO somceonc in

oil and other

the parish government who had been
reading a history of the notorious Borgia
family of the Renaissance hit upon the idea
of feeding the aninials poisoned sweet
potatocs, The deadhy vams caught the
attention ol The Slug Huggers Beague and
other animal-rights activists, who pointed
out that those arsenic-liced tubers would
et pumped into Lake Pontchartrain and
poison that body of water even more than
it already is

At this point there entered into the
Great Nutriant Debate the most colorful
(some would say ontlandish)y figure in
Jefferson Parisix padisios, Shenft il
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Chances are, vou're already
interested ir\ the outdoors.
at'swhy vou're reading this
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Club member, you
will hy isfaction of know-
ing ma. vou are part of a vital and
srowing effort to preserve our
natural hervitage,
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