Earl’s Pearls

Smokey Turns 50, Tours
Honey Island Swamp

Yes. it's true. Our lovable forest friend
with the big eves and the ranger's 1918
campaign hat has been part of American
culture for 50 vears.
the Delta Sierran remember  that
interviews with Smokey have been
published here several times. beginning
with Mardi Gras 1985.
smokey's fifticth. the Delta Sierran called
the U.S. Forest Service. Smokev's
cmployer. and set up another interview.

Smokey agreed to an interview on the

condition that it be conducted on one of

Kate Mytron's canoe trips in the Honey
[sland Swamp. Kuate, the Delta Chapter's
former Outings Committee chair-chere.
wis glad to have such a distinguished
guest on one of her famous Paddle and
Pig-Out adventures.  After putting in at
Doubloon Bavou. we popped the cap on a
Dixie Voodoo beer for Smokey. who was
cager to talk.

Welcome back and
I sce from the Forest

Delta Sierran:
congratulations.

service's brochure commemorating vour

fittieth birthday that they call vou "Smokey
Bear™ and not “Smokev The Bear,” as we
have known vou for lo these many vears.

Smokey the Bear: Yeah, I think some
burcaucrats thought the “the™ was a bit
pompous. cspecially after T was going
around telling people that T had the same
middie name as Alexander the Great. Bilhy
the Kid, and Winnie the Pooh.
important people have prepositions and
articles in their names. (At this point
smokey nodded and winked knowingly at
New Orleans Group outings honcho
Jeanne delaHoussave.) It gives elegance to
4 name. like a title or something. ~The”
puts me in a different class,
vou go to Disnevworld vou don't get
grected by “Mickey the Mouse™ or “Donald
the Duck.” Middle names are important to
some people — but | don't intend to be
known as “Smokeyv Rodham Bear.”

D.s: We're honored to have vou join
Kate's Kozy Kanoe Krewe here on the
West Pearl River.  Any special reason for
joining us?

STB: T wanted to see the place betore
the Corps of Engincers gets into its
compulsive-digging mode.

D.S: You are referring to the project to
dredge the West Pearl from Bogalusa
downstream so that products trom the
paper mill can be shipped by water when
they could go as casily by truck or rail”

SALB: That's the one. But don't be too
hard on the Corps. Digging is who they
are. Thev can no more quit digging than a
crawfish can quit walking backwards or
Edwin Edwards can quit gambling.

D.S: You are saving that they have a
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personality: dyvsfunction. that they exhibit
addictive behavior.

ST.B.: Please! Don't talk to me in that
90's jargon! Besides, the Corps has help
from Congressman Livingston. Having the
Corps dig in onc's district is quintessential
congressional behavior, especially it the
Project is unnecessiary.

D.S.: Speaking of Congressmen, what
about Representative Tauzin's actions 1o
try 1o reduce the habitat arca of the
endangered Louisiana black bear?

S.T.B.: Now vou're getting close to
home. talking about my cousins or. as you
sayv here. coo-zans. When I hear Billy
Tauzin's name. it always reminds me of
“Tarzan.” | am thinking that Mr. Tauzin
would benetit from a trip into the forest
as his almost-namesake did. He probabhy
won't find Jane or Checetah in the
Louisiana bottomland swamps. but he
might learn that bears need a lot of room
to survive. And he doesn't need to swing
on vines or otherwise go ape to learn this
fact. If vou want that in ninctics-speak. we
don’t want Louisiana to become an ursine-
free zone.

D.S.: Smokeyv. vou're now floating
through the White Kitchen Preserve. a
Nature Conservancy refuge that is home to
hald cagles. only 30 minutes driving time
from downtown New Orleans. Doces this
impress vou?

S1.B.: Burrerp!! Sorry about that, T was
remembering cating at the White Kitchen
about 30 vears ago. | hope the cagles are
cating better now than © did. How about
handing me another one of them Voodoo
beers? A

— Earl Higgins

What will yours be? You joined
the Sierra Club because you are
concerned about the well-being of the
Earth. Continue your involvement by

remembering the Sierra Club in your will,
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WE KNOW WHY YOU'RE
READING OUR NEWSI.EITER

hances are, you're already

interested in the outdoors.
That’s why you're reading this
publication. As a Sierra Club mem-
ber, you'll share that love of
unspoiled wilderness and adven-
ture with over 500,000 members
who, like you, care about the wild
places on the earth.

As a Sierra Club member, you
will have the satisfaction of know-
ing that you are part of a vital and
growing effort to preserve our
natural heritage.

r- Join the Sierra Club Today! -+

Yes, [ want to join! I want to help
safeguard our precious natural her-
itage. My check is enclosed.
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