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SIERRAõS 30X30 PLAN FINDS MOMENTUM  
One year ago, we announced 

in the Pelican the kick-off of a 

national Sierra Club campaign 

called 30x30: Protecting Lands 

to Fight Climate Crisis. Scien-

tists tell us that to halt mass ex-

tinction and solve the climate 

crisis we need to not only pre-

serve existing wild spaces, but 

increase the conservation of 

lands across the country ñ from large wild areas 

to neighborhood parks and local rivers and 

streams. The goal of this campaign: In the United 

States, we must protect about 30 percent of lands 

and waters by 2030. So far, 50 countries and 70 

US mayors have committed to Sierra Clubõs 30x30 

goal.  

 So we were encouraged  that on 

May 6, President Biden released a 24-

page report, wherein a quartet of 

federal agencies devised a broad out-

line to achieve Biden's vision of pro-

tecting 30 percent of US lands and 

waters by 2030.  

With the announcement, the White 

House and the federal agencies tasked with over-

seeing the 30x30 initiative ñ now called the 

òAmerica the Beautifuló campaign ñ are on their 

way to ensuring an environmental legacy that most 

conservation groups hope will last for generations. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Staff  News 
  We wish a fond farewell to two 

longtime Florida Sierra Club staffers 

who recently departed the organization.  

Phil Compton devoted 21 years as 

powerhouse organizer, with the last 5 

years committed to Sierraõs Ready for 

100% Clean Energy campaign. He trav-

eled across the state, working hard with 

volunteers, allies and lobbying city and 

county government officials to support 

clean, green energy. 

 Phil worked tirelessly  promoting 

electric vehicles, particularly the transi-

tion of cities and counties to electric 

buses. A well-known Tampa Bay Bucca-

neers fan, Phil is legendary for dressing 

as a pirate at each game and spearhead-

ing a volunteer stadium recycling team 

for Tampa Bay Sierra Club. He was 

presented with a  Bucs Super Bowl t-

shirt as a parting gift. Thank you, Phil, 

for your dedication and service!! 

Longtime office manager and ad-

ministrative assistant in our Chapter 

office in St. Petersburg,  Linda Dem-

ler,  was our òAngel of Mercyó for near-

ly two decades, never wavering in her 

strong support of staff, groups, and 

volunteers,  fielding questions and calls 

in her calm, professional demeanor. 

Linda did yeomanõs work, from han-

dling paperwork and invoices to dealing 

with  innumerable requests for database 

lists and much more. Thank you, Linda!  

Announcements 

A new Chapter Political Director 

has been announced by Acting Chapter 

Director Deb Foote. Welcome to Luigi 

Guadarrama, a veteran of multiple 

successful campaigns, including Mayor 

Hancockõs campaign in Denver, Mayor 

Mendenhallõs campaign in Salt Lake 

City, and President Bidenõs campaign in 

Wayne County, Michigan. 

 Luigi will bring both an organizing 

and strategic lens to our political work. 

Everyone across the nation is well aware 

of the political climate we have here in 

Florida, and Luigi will be working with 

our volunteers and communities to 

build a powerful grassroots movement 

to elect pro-environment candidates up 

and down the ballot. Additionally, as a 

fluent Spanish speaker, Luigi will be 

working to elevate our political efforts 

with Spanish-speaking voters. Luigi will 

be living and working out of Orlando. 

You can reach him at 

 luigi.guadarrama@sierraclub.org.   

Gonzalo Valdes has been promot-

ed to Beyond Coal Organizing Manager 

for the Florida Chapter. Walter Smith  

will be working with him as Beyond 

Coal Organizing Representative. Both 

are based in Tampa.   

Deb Foote is Acting Chapter Direc-

tor while a search for a new Chapter 

Director is underway.  

COVID -19 UPDATE  

Sierra Club remains committed to the safety of our mem-

bers, volunteers, staff and the public.  While some meetings 

and events will continue to be held virtually, groups will slow-

ly roll-out in-person programs and outings this summer. 

  Many of our groups are using social media such as Face-

book and Meetup with great success, and sending news via e-

mail.  We highly encourage members to find their groups on 

social media to remain engaged and updated on current 

events.  Make sure we have your e-mail on file, too. 

 Our state offices remain closed for now, with staff work-

ing from home under mandate from National Sierra Club 

which is constantly evaluating the safety of opening offices 

and events.  Certain administrative functions can be tak-

en care of through our national Member Care team by 

calling (415) 977-5653 or logging onto our new Member Cen-

ter platform, My Account, at  myaccount.sierraclub.org  Once 

you've successfully signed in, you will be able to change your 

address, update your e-mail and phone, sign petitions, and 

find contact information.   

Thank you for your continued patience.  

Phil Compton has volunteered nearly 30 
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paign at Tampa Bay Bucs games.   
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