
 LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD 2019 
     

The Florida Legislative Scorecard is designed to give a snapshot of legislators’ votes on environmental bills of significant importance to 
Sierra Club Florida. Also included is a “thumbs up and thumbs down” report on legislators who either championed or actively worked 
against the environment. 

 Supported Sierra Club Florida’s position   Opposed Sierra Club Florida’s position 
 
Bill Descriptions: 

 House Bill 5:  a  vote adds barriers to the process of collecting petitions for a citizens’ initiative to amend the Florida Constitution.  

 House Bill 771:  a  vote puts a moratorium on local ordinances regulating plastic straws.  

 House Bill 829:  a  vote (1) deters court challenges by awarding costs and fees to the prevailing party in disputes over preemption 

of a local ordinance even if the arguments were made with a reasonable expectation of success, and (2) preempts local regulation of 

bio-solids upon DEP creating statewide regulations.  

 House Bill 1159:  a  vote replaces a local government’s requirement of a permit to prune/trim/remove a tree that poses threat to 

person or property with a statement of a certified arborist. Disallows local regulation that requires replacement of removed tree.   

 House Bill 7103:  a  vote awards costs and fees to the prevailing party in citizen challenges to the approval of a development 

order believed inconsistent with local comprehensive plans. Threatens Florida with a proliferation of sprawl by effectively eliminating 

the only means of enforcing local comprehensive plans, and is unnecessary in light of statutory sanctions for improper or baseless 

legal actions.  

 Senate Bill 7066: a  vote creates barriers to voting rights restoration (Amendment 4).  

 Senate Bill 7068: a  vote approves planning for the construction of 3 toll roads through rural heartland of Florida. 
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 AWARD WINNERS  
 
Sen. Jose Rodriguez for his ongoing efforts to champion the needs of the environment and the threat of climate change. He was the only Senator 
to vote against the “Toll Roads to Nowhere” bill.  
 
Rep. Evan Jenne for his leadership on environmental issues and as the House champion against the “Toll Roads to Nowhere” legislation.  
 
Rep. Margaret Good for thoughtful questioning on environmental issues in committee and on the floor of the House. Often a lone voice in her 
committees, she never wavered from her commitment to preventing pollution rather than dealing with it after it happens. 
 
Sen. Bill Montford for trying to pass a true “fracking ban” by including matrix acidization.  
 

 AWARD WINNERS 

 
Sen. Bill Galvano for wrongly prioritizing toll roads as what Florida needs most- and taking money away from schools, the environment, health 
care, and prisons to do it.  
 
Sen. Tom Lee for his sponsorship of the “Toll Roads to Nowhere” legislation.  
 
Rep. James Grant and Sen. David Simmons for making it harder to restore voting rights and bring citizen-driven initiatives to the ballot.  
 
Rep. Spencer Roach for his attempts to preempt local regulations, including those controlling plastic straws and sunscreen. 
 
Rep. Wengay Newton and Rep. Kimberly Daniels who tied as the least environmentally friendly House Democrats.  
 
Sen. Lauren Book who was the least environmentally friendly Senate Democrat. 
 
All the Senate Democrats who voted for the “Toll Roads to Nowhere” bill because it was the Senate President’s priority. 

 
All the Senate (87%) and House (97%) Republicans whose Scorecard votes were all in opposition to Sierra Club Florida’s position. 


