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From the Chapter Director

By Colleen Kiernan

 Earlier this year, Georgia Power announced 
what we have been expecting for some time: 
they will retire the smallest, oldest, dirtiest coal-
fired units in their fleet, amounting to about 
25% of their current coal capacity in Georgia. 
For years, parent Southern Company has been 
hanging on tight to coal, in spite of growing 
evidence of the consequences to public health, 
water supplies and warming of our planet. You 
may have seen Southern’s book marking their 
100-year anniversary “Big Bets,” which is also 
their strategy for the future, as they are under-
taking two of the most expensive power plants 
ever in the history of the US - the expansion of Plant Vogtle 
here in Georgia and the coal-gasification Plant Kemper in Mis-
sissippi. These “big bets” are pressuring them to slash costs 
quickly. Dumping old and increasingly expensive coal is one 
way to do it, and allows Southern to blame EPA and make 
ratepayers foot the costs.

The other really “big bet” Southern is making is on natu-
ral gas, despite the fact that other utilities-  including in gas-
friendly states like Texas and Oklahoma- are hedging their bets 
on gas by increasing clean energy production. Oklahoma is at 
15 percent of their power from wind, Texas has installed more 
than anyone else, 10 GW, and both states are building more 
wind, even as they are also burning less coal and more gas. Ala-
bama Power recently signed contracts to bring in 404 MW of 
wind power from Oklahoma, but it doesn’t appear the Georgia 
Power generation planners are seriously looking at that as an 
option.

Georgia doesn’t have much in the way of natural gas re-
serves, so we are not having to grapple with the problems our 
neighbors in other states are with fracking and impacts to our 
water, nor are we having to worry that our coast will be marred 
by drilling rigs. Our biggest oil and gas threat in Georgia is the 

proposal to turn the Elba Island Liquefied Nat-
ural Gas (LNG) terminal into an export facil-
ity. So why should we be concerned? For start-
ers, natural gas is still a fossil fuel, which emits 
methane (also a greenhouse gas) and contributes 
to our overall climate change problem - more 
droughts, more hurricanes, more floods. Studies 
have been done which suggest that natural gas 
emits anywhere from 4- 9 percent of toxic emis-
sions directly into the atmosphere, which makes 
it just as dirty, as coal in the near-term.

Reliance on natural gas is also not a long-
term solution, and Southern should chart a 
new, less risky course for the future. If Southern 
wants to make a “big bet” to grow the South’s 

21st century energy economy, those bets should be on big off-
shore wind, distributed and utility scale solar, and energy effi-
ciency, which combined have the potential to create hundreds 
of thousands of quality lasting jobs while powering generations 
to come.

Let’s Bet on Clean Energy

About Georgia Sierran
Advertising is welcomed! See our new, downloadable rate card 
at http://georgia.sierraclub.org/news/ga_sierran_rate_card.pdf. 

Articles: Send materials to: gasierran@gmail.com. Maximum 
word length: 750 words with one photo. Please include high-
resolution digital photos (200 dpi) with your story. Moving? 
Send address changes to: Sierra Club, P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, 
CO 80322-2968. Send changes by email: address.changes@si-
erraclub.org

The Georgia Sierran (ISSN 1044-824) is published bimonthly 
by the Sierra Club, Georgia Chapter, 743B East College Ave., 
Decatur, GA 30030. Periodicals Postage Paid at Atlanta, GA. 
Subscription fees: $1.00 annually for chapter members (in-
cluded with membership dues) or $12.00 annually for non-
members.

Be Green, Save Green – Become an E-Subscriber Today!
Did you know that the Georgia Chapter spends roughly 6 percent of its annual budget printing 
and mailing the Sierran? Looking for an easy way to help the chapter – and the environment? 
Remember that at any time you may “opt out” of  receiving the printed Sierran. Members who do 
so will continue to receive every issue in its entirety (in full, brilliant color, no less) – only it will 
arrive in your inbox, not your mailbox. 

If you prefer to continue receiving the printed newsletter, there is no need to do anything. But if 
you’d like to switch to the electronic edition please contact Sybil Cypress at 404-607-1262 x.221 
or sybil .cypress@sierraclub.org. Our budget – and our trees! – will thank you.

Note: in accordance with Chapter bylaws, all members will  receive the annual election issue by mail. 

Colleen Kiernan, Chapter Director
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Forward on Climate!
100 Days of Action for Climate Justice and Clean Energy Jobs

Conservation

In January, the Sierra Club launched 
a new campaign demanding that Presi-
dent Obama make the fight against cli-
mate disruption a priority in his second 
term. The “Obama Climate and Clean 
Energy Legacy Campaign” will bring the 
organization’s 2.1 million members and 
supporters together to push the Obama 
administration to tackle the most seri-
ous environmental crisis of our age.

“President Obama’s second term 
will be a pivotal four years in the fight 
against climate disrup-
tion,” said Michael Brune, 
executive director of the 
Sierra Club. “In his vic-
tory speech, the President 
invited a national climate 
conversation, but we also 
need swift, decisive action 
to prevent more erratic 
weather, superstorms, and 
wildfires.”

2012 has been pro-
claimed the hottest year 
on record for the United 
States since records first 
began. 100 + year old 
heat records have already 
begun to break around 
Georgia in the winter 
months of 2013. As the 
mercury continues to rise 
on our thermometers and 
drought conditions in the State contin-
ue to worsen or are prolonged, Georgia 
will be forced to face difficult questions 
not only about how it to reduce climate-
change causing greenhouse gas emis-
sions but also about how to mitigate the 
worst impacts of climate chaos toward 
our economy, our health, and the well-
being of working Georgia families

Georgia is a fossil fuel dependent 
state, importing over $2 billion in coal 
in 2010 alone. Our state is home to the 
nation’s first and second largest single 
sources of greenhouse gas pollution- two 
Georgia Power owned coal-fired power 

plants near Macon and Cartersville. Un-
like any other business in history, elec-
tricity generation from dirty fossil fuels 
like coal and natural gas are allowed to 
emit unlimited amounts of greenhouse 
gas pollution, regardless of their impact 
on local or global communities, with-
out any cost to the companies operating 
those facilities. 

Fortunately, embracing the solu-
tions to the climate crisis also have the 
power to create hundreds of thousands 

of quality, lasting, 21st century energy 
jobs in wind, solar, energy efficiency, 
and green transportation that can lift 
whole communities out of poverty.

“As we make critical decisions about 
how we power our nation and what kind 
of place we’ll leave for our children and 
grandchildren, the Sierra Club will push 
President Obama to define his legacy 
with bold climate solutions and clean 
energy innovation,” said Brune.  “Cli-
mate disruption is the singular issue of 
our time for anyone who cares about 
clean air, clean water and a safe future 
for our families.”

To demonstrate the urgency of its 
demands, the Sierra Club launched 
“100 Days of Action on Climate,” a se-
ries of local and national actions focused 
on bringing climate disruption to the 
forefront of the national conversation 
and pressing the President to be a leader 
in the climate fight. During this period 
-- spanning the President’s Inauguration 
through Earth Day -- allies and activ-
ists from around the country will host 
events ranging from inauguration watch 

parties in New Mexico, to 
town hall meetings across 
the nation, highlighting 
the broad support from 
Americans for fighting 
the climate crisis. 

On January 21st, 
Georgia Sierra Club Ac-
tivists with the Beyond 
Coal Campaign and 
Smart Energy Solutions 
Committee will kick-off 
the “100 Days of Action” 
by marching and rallying 
for Climate Justice and 
Clean Energy Jobs along-
side economic justice and 
civil rights leaders at At-
lanta’s annual Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day March. 

The Georgia Chapter 
is also planning to attend 

the largest ever Climate Rally in United 
States history, to be held on Presidents 
Day weekend in Washington DC, and 
is working to organize transportation 
for any of our Georgia supporters who 
are interested in attending the rally and 
calling on President Obama to fight for 
climate solutions and clean energy, now! 
Both the Sierra Club and 350.org are 
supporting the event on February 17th, 
which has over 12,000 supporters al-
ready registered to create a symbolic hu-
man pipeline from the White House to 
congress, to call on President Obama to 

continued on  page 7  

The second inauguration of President Obama, January 21, 2013. Will action on 
climate be a second-term priority?
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In a victory for clean air and public health, Georgia Power 
announced on January 7 its plans to phase out 15 total ag-
ing coal and oil-burning units at Plant Branch, Plant Yates, 
and Plant Kraft as the utility prepares to begin its multi-year 
planning process at the Georgia Public Service Commission 
later this month. Nationwide, coal use is at its lowest levels in 
decades as cleaner sources of energy are declining in price and 
coal is becoming more expensive, and with today’s announce-
ment, 129 coal plants nationwide have been slated for retire-
ment. Although Georgia Power has been slow to invest in clean 
energy generation to meet Georgia’s energy needs, today’s an-
nouncement demonstrates that coal-fired power plants are no 
longer able to provide competitively priced electricity in the 
Peach State.

“Georgia families will be breathing easier now that some of 
the state’s oldest and largest polluters will be phased out,” said 
Seth Gunning, Beyond Coal Organizer with the Georgia Sierra 
Club. “Georgia Power’s decision to phase out nearly one quar-
ter of their dirty, eighteenth century technology is good for 
families and good for their customers. If the company chooses 
to replace this capacity with home-grown, twenty-first century 
energy technology like solar and wind, their decision will also 
be good for Georgia jobs. Moving beyond coal and oil is the 
right decision for Georgia Power.”

In March of 2012, the Georgia Public Service Commission 
approved Georgia Power’s request to retire two coal-burning 
units at Plant Branch in Putnam County. Georgia Power an-
nounced today that it will retire the two remaining coal-burn-
ing units at Plant Branch, and will phase out use of the plant 
over several years. Plant Branch has loomed above Lake Oconee 
and the surrounding communities for decades; phasing out the 
plant will significantly reduce air pollution in Putnam County 
and the surrounding communities.

“As a shareholder, I’m pleased that Georgia Power is phas-
ing out a quarter of their aging, increasingly expensive to oper-
ate, coal-fired plants. Georgia Power’s own analysis showed that 
there was no future for the plants. Shareholders will benefit 
from a less risky, less water-intensive portfolio that emphasizes 
energy efficiency, solar, and wind. Customers will benefit too,” 
said Sam Booher, Chair of the Savannah River Sierra Club 
group.

Georgia Power, the state’s largest utility and the largest arm 
of Southern Company, has been analyzing the economics of 
its coal plants across the state for years in preparation for the 
company’s next ten-year energy planning process, which starts 
in January of 2013. Georgia Power’s own analysis showed that 
the Branch, Kraft, and Yates coal plants are all too expensive 
to operate in comparison to cleaner, less water-intensive forms 
of energy such as solar and geothermal power. Plant Yates, in 
Coweta County, GA, was found to be the most expensive coal 

plant for unchecked social costs in a 2012 report from the En-
vironmental Integrity Project. The report found that the social 
cost of premature mortality caused by pollution from Plant 
Yates was between $450 million and $1.4 billion greater than 
the value of the electricity it generated.

“While these retirements are an important step toward a 
twenty-first century energy economy for Georgia, we are dis-
appointed that Georgia Power is asking coastal Georgians to 
bear additional years of coal pollution. Delaying the phase 
out of Plant Kraft a year will mean more mercury in coastal 
blackwater rivers, where contamination problems are already 
the most severe. The switch to Western coal at Plant McIntosh 

Georgia Power To Phase Out Old, Expensive Coal Plants
Move Clears Way for Clean Energy to Power Georgia Homes and Businesses

continued on following page 
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Climate Change, Power Generation, and Water
Conservation

By Diane Shearer and Seth Gunning

More than any recent event, Hurri-
cane Sandy in late 2012 shifted the dis-
cussion of climate change into high gear.  
The topic is getting more political and 
media coverage, most of it grounded in 
science and reality rather than fossil fu-
el-backed propaganda. Few weeks have 
since passed without major articles relat-
ing climate change to drought, intense 
storms, retreating glaciers, our heating 
planet, melting sea ice, rising insurance 
costs, or health impacts on low-income 
communities.

Humans haven’t made a great deal 
of progress in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions since scientists first began in-
sisting that we must make huge cuts in 
order to hold earth’s temperature rise be-
low two degrees Celsius (3.6 F). A two-
degree rise in temperature is the only 
target which every world government 
has agreed upon, though many scientists 
already admit this is a “recipe for long-
term disaster.” In fact, as Bill McKibben 
notes in his Rolling Stone article “Glob-
al Warming’s Terrifying New Math,” we 
have already raised the planet’s average 
temperature about 0.8 Celsius and that 
has caused global damage on par with 
worst case predications. What is perhaps 
most scary: computer modeling shows 
that even if we stop CO2 emissions from 
coal, oil, and gas from increasing today, 

we would still see a rise in temperature 
of another 0.8 degrees.

So what does all this mean for us in 
Georgia and what can we do?

According to Dr. Ron Carroll, ecol-
ogy professor at UGA and one of the 
directors of the River Basin Center, the 
problems in the Southeast that intersect 
with climate change are 1) our popula-
tion is increasing, 2) we use the most en-
ergy, and 3) we are subject to recurring 
droughts.

Perhaps our State’s most visible and 
concerning sign of climate change is 
drought. Droughts affect municipal wa-
ter supplies, agriculture, water quality, 
recreation, and power generation.  Our 
first line of defense should be conserva-
tion in our homes and businesses, but 

how we generate our energy is impor-
tant as well. In fact, power generation 
withdraws more water than agriculture 
in the Southeast, an average of 40 billion 
gallons of freshwater daily. Georgia’s two 
nuclear power plants Vogtle and Hatch, 
for example, evaporate approximately 
77 million gallons of water every day- 
approximately the same amount of wa-
ter used by Atlanta, Augusta, and Savan-
nah combined. 

According to calculations done 
by the Union of Concerned Scientist, 
Georgia Power’s Plant Bowen and Plant 
Scherer- two of the three largest sources 
of greenhouse gas pollution in the coun-
try- withdraw approximately 47 billion 
gallons of water from Georgia water-
ways every year.  

Of those 47 billion gallons with-
drawn for Plant Bowen and Plant Scher-
er, only about 15 billion gallons is re-
turned to Georgia’s water bodies.

As we know, power generation 
is also one of the biggest culprits in 
causing the dirty air linked to climate 
change.  We must work even harder to 
change the current paradigm that sup-
ports the business-as-usual model of 
energy generation. Read Freshwater Use 
by U.S. Power Plants: Electricity’s Thirst 
for a Precious Resource, the Union of 
Concerned Scientists’ 2011 report from 
the Energy and Water in a Warming 
World Initiative. The fact that South-
ern Company is currently building two 
new nuclear generators at Plant Vogtle is 
a good example of why citizens as well 
as our power companies need to adopt 
a new energy paradigm.  That South-
ern Company would even opt to build 
more nuclear is a testament to its lack of 
forward thinking on energy and climate 
issues.  The project is already beset by 
cost overruns and lawsuits---and thanks 
to our Public Service Commission, we 
are already paying for this bad project 
before it generates a watt of electricity. 
When and if this new water-sucking ad-
dition to Vogtle ever gets up and run-
ning, what if southeast Georgia is expe-

continued on page 6

may mean the plant runs far more than 
it does now, creating far more pollu-
tion impacting local communities,” said 
Colleen Kiernan, Sierra Club’s Georgia 
Chapter Director. “Coastal Georgians 
deserve cleaner air and water, too.”

The United States Environmental 
Protection Agency recently updated 
key public health protections under 
the landmark Clean Air Act, which has 
saved thousands of lives and generated 
$2 trillion in health and economic ben-
efits since it was passed in 1970. The 
coal-fired power plants announced for 
retirement today all lack modern pollu-

tion controls, including technology to 
reduce sulfur dioxide pollution, which 
forms smog, and contribute to prema-
ture deaths, asthma attacks, and other 
serious illness. Georgia Power will seek 
approval to phase out these coal plants 
from the Georgia Public Service Com-
mission.

The Beyond Coal campaign was 
launched in 2002, and in partnership 
with allied groups across the country, 
the Sierra Club has prevented 174 new 
coal plants from being built and has 
secured the planned retirement of 129 
plants. Learn more at beyondcoal.org.

Georgia Power, continued from previous page
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riencing a drought?  Have we stopped to realize that there sim-
ply must be millions of gallons of excess water to cool nuclear 
and coal generators?  How will we react when power plants get 
the water and people go without?

The Southeast has already seen the dangerous impact of 
drought on our power supply. In 2008  between August 5th and 
12th, the Tennessee Valley Authority lost a third of their nu-
clear capacity due to emergency shutdowns caused by drought 
conditions, and all three Browns Ferry reactors in Alabama had 
to be idled to prevent overheating of the Tennessee River. Then 
again in 2010, as the Coosa River experienced lower than usual 
water levels, Georgia Power was forced to spend millions of 
rate-payer dollars to install emergency cooling towers which 
used less water to keep Plant Hamond in Rome, GA online.

Although Georgia Power has recently announced it will 
add 210 MW of solar to its energy mix, and remove 2,750 
MW of some of the company’s oldest and dirtiest coal facili-
ties, it still remains dependent on water-intensive generations 
and lags far behind on development of renewable energy tech-
nology. The fact is, as warm weather and droughts increase, 
Georgia Power risks the reliability of our power supply if they 
do not make large and rapid investment in clean energy and 
energy efficiency in order to transition our power supply away 
from water-intensive coal and nuclear.

On November 20, 2012, McKibben and 350.org brought 
their sold out “Do the Math” tour to Atlanta. To hear McKib-
ben and to see the enthusiasm in an audience of all ages is to 
feel hope that we can shift the paradigm for thinking about 
water, energy, and climate. McKibben argues if we are to save 
the planet we must leave some of the fossil fuels in the ground. 
This means fighting the fossil fuel companies who already have 
2,795 gigatons of carbon-based fuels in their reserves, ready to 
burn.

On Presidents Day Weekend, the Sierra Club and 350.org 
are hosting the “Forward on Climate” Rally in Washington DC 
to call on President Obama to prioritize climate justice, deny 
the keystone pipeline, and create millions of clean energy jobs 
during his second-term. With over 12,000 concerned citizen 
already registered to attend, the action will be the largest Cli-
mate Rally in America’s history. You can join the Sierra Club by 
visiting: http://tinyurl.com/ForwardonClimate

It’s easy to sigh and turn away and do nothing, but do we 
really have that option?  According to Carroll these will be the 
big effects of climate change in Georgia: (1) sea level rise; (2)  
deterioration of salt marshes; and (3)  significant ecological and 
economic damage.

Along with those, we have already seen the near complete 
drying of some rivers in summer as well as the emergence of 
new diseases. Carroll has stated that nearly every approach to 
mitigate or reverse climate change also improves water quality 
and quantity.  Isn’t that a battle worth waging for Georgia and 
our future?

Climate, Power & Water; continued from previous page
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100 Days of Action, continued from page 3

Conservation

reject the Keystone XL Tar Sands Pipeline and fire up the clean 
energy economy.  To sign-up, or to receive updates about the 
largest climate rally in United States’ history, visit www.tinyurl.
com/forwardonclimate. 

The Sierra Club outlined five key actions that the Obama 
administration must take to curb the country’s carbon emis-
sions and address climate disruption. The actions include:

1. Hold fossil fuel corporations accountable for their pol-
lution
•	 Adopt	and	enforce	coal	pollution	protections	 for	carbon,	

soot, smog, sulfur, water toxics and coal ash, and set water pol-
lution standards that will end mountaintop removal mining.
•	 Enact	 standards	and	close	 loopholes	 to	protect	water,	air,	

and climate from fracking and other forms of oil and gas pro-
duction.
•	 Finalize	Tier	3	clean	fuel	standards,	finalize	emissions	stan-

dards for refineries, and establish strong mileage standard for 
medium and heavy-duty vehicles.

2. Reject proposals to import dirty fuels and stop the rush 
of fossil fuel exports
•	 Stop	Keystone	XL	and	other	tar	sands	infrastructure.
•	 Halt	 expansion	 of	 fossil	 fuel	 exports,	 including	 liquefied	

natural gas export facilities, new coal export terminals, and in-
creased oil exports.
•	 Increase	US-backed	international	finance	of	renewable	en-

ergy and energy efficiency, and phase out fossil fuel lending.

3. Double down on clean energy
•	 Open	innovative	financing	and	investment	avenues	for	en-

ergy efficiency and renewable energy.
•	 Facilitate	environmentally	responsible	leasing	and	deploy-

ment of clean energy generation and technologies on public 
lands and waters and within federal agencies.

4. Protect communities from future climate disasters and 
readying a robust and just response
•	 Release	equal	and	just	national	climate	resilience	plans	that	

help create strong and sustainable communities, infrastructure 
and ecosystems.
•	 Hold	EPA	and	FEMA	accountable	for	ensuring	equal,	ap-

propriate and just federal emergency and disaster response, in-
cluding better equipping state and local officials to develop and 
support climate resilient communities.

5. Protect America’s lands, air, water and wildlife from fossil 
fuel development
•	 Stop	the	rush	to	expand	oil	and	gas	drilling,	coal	mining,	

and dirty fuels development on our public lands and the Outer 
Continental Shelf, reform the Department of Interior coal leas-
ing program, and protect the Arctic Refuge and national parks 
from fossil fuel development.

•	 Ensure	that	lands	and	wildlife	can	adapt	to	climate	disrup-
tion by protecting large scale landscapes that connect wildlife 
habitat, and ensure that every national forest addresses the 
impacts of climate disruption and protects carbon-storing old 
growth forests as part of their management plan.

“When our children and grandchildren look back at the 
climate crisis, what will President Obama’s legacy be?”  asked 
Brune. “The American people recognize the impact of extreme 
weather on their communities and the ever-greater threat cli-
mate disruption poses to their children’s future. President 
Obama deserves credit for improving vehicle efficiency stan-
dards, creating incentives for clean energy, and passing historic 
clean air protections. We are, as a nation, slowly beginning to 
succeed against climate disruption, and we must do everything 
we can to ensure that President Obama and the federal agencies 
he leads roll up their sleeves and increase the momentum. We 
cannot afford to lose a minute in this fight. It’s time that we 
finally establish our American climate legacy.”

 Visit www.sierraclub.org/climatelegacy to learn more 
about the national campaign. Or visit www.beyondcoal.org/
georgia for more updates about the work in Georgia. 
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Land Conversion: The Climate Connection
Conservation

By Rudi Kiefer 

People  think in different ways about “land”.  A farmer sees 
land as the nurturing ground which produces food.  A wilder-
ness enthusiast considers it a treasury of wonders - wild animals 
that can’t survive in an environment heavily modified by hu-
mans, plants producing beauty and medicine that can cure ill-
nesses, and enchanting streams of water.  A real estate developer 
views land as an investment that can provide spaces for humans 
to live, or avenues of transportation.  What they all have in 
common is the knowledge that 
there won’t ever be more of it.  
Only 1/3 of this planet is solid 
land, the rest is covered with wa-
ter.  Conversion of land from one 
condition to another is therefore 
bound to have consequences.  

Highway construction is 
one of the most obvious acts of 
land conversion.  Every 145 feet 
of interstate highway consumes 
one acre of land which could be 
in its natural state, or used for 
food production.  The completed 
Interstate system is comprised of 
“41,000 miles of superhighway, 
equivalent to 1.5 million acres, 
an area larger than the State of 
Delaware” (U.S. Dept. of Com-
merce). 

In the Greater Atlanta area, 
another phenomenon is strik-
ingly visible:  suburban sprawl.  
Counties such as Gwinnett, Forsyth, Henry, Paulding, New-
ton, Barrow and Cherokee have consistently ranked in the top 
25 of the Census Bureau’s fastest-growing county list.  

Covering the surface with roadways, buildings and park-
ing lots largely eliminates the tree cover that is native to the 
area.  Trees provide shade, but their main climatic function is 
to cool the air through transpiration, which is a process similar 
to evaporation.  It absorbs heat energy as liquid water is turned 
into gaseous water vapor.  That’s why forests feel so much cool-
er than open fields.  The result of rampant development is what 
geographers have termed the “urban heat island”.  Residences 
and businesses try to counteract the heat with air condition-
ing.  But you cannot produce “cold”.  You can only put heat 
elsewhere.  So the exhaust from millions of air conditioners is 
pushed into the atmosphere.   This consumes great amounts 

of electricity, necessitating the building of power plants.  This, 
in turn, means more carbon emissions (increasing the glob-
al warming trend), or the generation of radioactive waste by 
nuclear plants that will remain dangerous for thousands of 
years.  Their cooling towers put extra heat directly into the 
atmosphere (Plant Vogtle, Ga.) or into an estuary (Brunswick 
Nuclear Plant, N.C.).  

The most noticeable impact of land conversion is found 
at the ocean.  Coastal locations are ever-popular for what ge-
ographer Merle Prunty termed the “4 R’s - residential, recre-

ation, retirement, resort.”  In 
the wake of  Superstorm Sandy, 
the question cannot be avoided:  
are sandy beach fronts the ap-
propriate place to build “perma-
nent” housing?  Should there be 
an amusement park with roller 
coasters, shopping centers, park-
ing lots next to a basin of water 
that’s 3,000 miles wide and up to 
2 miles deep?  Data collected at 
Mauna Loa (Hawaii) by the Na-
tional Oceanic & Atmospheric 
Administration show a steady 
increase in the CO2 content 
of the atmosphere (currently 
0.0391%).  While this looks 
like a small amount, CO2 is the 
principal greenhouse gas, along 
with nitrous oxide and meth-
ane.  Causing a general warming 
trend, higher CO2 levels make 
the ocean water expand, resulting 

in rising sea levels.  This, in turn, will have us seeing more news 
about disastrous storm floods, the likes of which we’ve already 
witnessed with Sandy, and in 2005, Katrina.  

The overall effect of atmospheric warming doesn’t mean 
warm weather throughout, though.  Continental storms travel 
on a track (the jet stream) which behaves like a garden hose lay-
ing in the driveway.  Pumping more energy into it (opening the 
faucet wide, in the hose example)makes it swing wildly back 
and forth.  So we’ll see more winter storms and deep freezes in 
the South, along with periods of unseasonally warm weather 
that come with their own problems, like the 1988 tornadic 
storm that destroyed portions of Raleigh, N.C.

Rudi Kiefer, Ph.D., is a professor of physical science and director 
of sustainability at Brenau University.

Suburban sprawl is a major driver of land coversion, which in turn 
affects our climate. (Photo by David Shankbone / Wikipedia)
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Reprinted Courtesy of Georgia Organics 

It’s very tempting to look at the historic number of torna-
does and thunderstorms that came crushing through the South 
in April and May and declare that climate change is here.

Same goes for the days of 100 degree highs so early in the 
year, and the droughts and floods that have ravaged farms and 
everybody else across the state, causing $75 million in insured 
property losses.

Veteran farmers have noticed that it’s not just that the cli-
mate is getting warmer, it’s getting weirder.

“We had three snowfalls this past winter. I lived in Georgia 
most of my whole life and I don’t ever recall having that many. 
The one we had in January stayed out here [on the fields] for 
three weeks,” says Jonathan Szecsey, 
of A&J Farms in Winston, Ga. “The 
weather runs in cycles but I have 
never seen it like this. I’m not say-
ing it has anything to do with global 
warming, but it’s strange that all this 
has occurred.”

And that’s the trouble with cli-
mate change. No one can say wheth-
er or not the strange weather we’ve 
experienced can be directly linked to 
the effect greenhouse gas emissions 
have had on the atmosphere.

The science of climatology just 
doesn’t work that way. As any climate 
scientists will admit, computer mod-
eling forecasts for the earth’s future 
climate is not an exact science. The 
simulations  look at general trends of 
the effects of greenhouse gas emissions. They can forecast that 
we’ll see more storms and droughts, but not where or when.

Nor can we predict with absolute certainty how climate 
change will impact Georgia and its No.1 industry, agriculture. 
But few dispute that agriculture will be one of the earliest and 
most impacted industries.

Some of the more grim prognostications include droughts, 
floods, decreased crop yields due to higher temperatures, high-
er rates of soil evaporation, and increases in fungal and bacte-
rial diseases and insect pests.

The good news, however, is that that several key Georgia 
officials now acknowledge that climate change is happening, 
and is caused by human activities.

“We will see change? Yes. Are we to a large extent respon-
sible for that change? Yes,” says State Climatologist David 
Stooksbury.

Until recently, it was a no-no to admit that climate change 
was happening, let alone that it’s caused by mankind, and many 

Ga. Farmers Feeling the Effects of Climate Change
elected officials in the state still believe that climate change sci-
ence is a hoax.

Stooksbury, a professor of engineering and atmospheric 
sciences in the University of Georgia College of Agricultural 
and Environmental Sciences, has the perfect background to 
keep the state’s agriculture industry abreast of our changing 
climate.

He has two undergraduate degrees, one in agriculture and 
plant genetics, the other in physics. His Master’s degree special-
ized in disease resistance and small grain crops, and his Ph.D. 
in Environmental Sciences concentrated on atmospheric sci-
ences.

Much of his research has been on climate impacts on crop 
yields in the Southeastern United 
States. Stooksbury says there are 
more questions than answers when 
you’re talking about the long-term 
possibilities of climate change.

Short-term forecasting isn’t 
as vexing. For instance, last July 
Stooksbury correctly predicted that 
the state would experience a drought 
this year.

Stooksbury says that predicting 
what climate change will mean for 
Georgia is made even more difficult 
because the state is close to the Gulf 
of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean, 
which exacerbate moisture and rain-
fall forecasting.

On a global level, however, cli-
matologists are witnessing more and 

more of the type of weather events climate change is likely to 
cause. Weather disasters, such U.S. floods, Australian droughts, 
and European heat waves decreased crop yields, and many sci-
entists believe that human-induced climate change was par-
tially responsible.

“Now, the latest scientific research suggests that a previous-
ly discounted factor is helping to destabilize the food system: 
climate change,” says a June 4 New York Times article.

Scientists have since acknowledged this error and are 
scrambling to catch up. The media, to their credit, have made 
this recent revelation a front-page issue.

But even as the issue of climate change gets more attention 
and is better understood, consumers continue to pay the price 
with every meal.

This article is excerpted from the Georgia Organics report “The 
Impact of Climate Change on Georgia Food and Farms.”  To read 
the entire report, visit http://bit.ly/GAorganics
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By David Emory

Sierra Club activists from around the country, including 
your author representing the Georgia Chapter, gathered in 
Minneapolis in December for a three-day training retreat on 
“complete streets,” a topic of increasing emphasis within trans-
portation advocacy circles, and an important priority for the 
Club’s Green Transportation campaign.

Simply defined, a complete street is one that provides safe, 
comfortable accommodations for all users: not just motorists 
but also bicyclists, pedestrians, and users of mass transit, re-
gardless of age or ability. This represents a marked departure 
from the approach that has dominated roadway design in 
many parts of the country for decades, in which top prior-
ity was given to moving large volumes of cars as quickly as 
possible, with accommodations for other users relegated to the 
margins (if they are provided at all).

The retreat was held in Minnesota, a state that has emerged 
as a national leader in sustainable transportation policy. The 
local North Star Chapter of the Sierra Club, which has a full-
time staff member dedicated to transportation and smart 
growth policy, has been at the forefront of local advocacy efforts 
around transit and complete streets. These efforts are indeed 
paying off; despite the harsh winters, a thriving year-round cy-
cling culture has developed in the Twin Cities, and attendees 
of the training could observe a steady stream of cyclists outside 
the North Star Chapter office even during heavy snowfall.

Georgia may not be known as a pioneer in the green trans-
portation arena, but even here we are seeing some progress. 
Last fall the Georgia Department of Transportation adopted a 
“complete streets policy” that helps codify the principle of rou-
tine accommodations for all users, a important step forward for 
the agency (though enforcement and effective implementation 
of the policy will require ongoing engagement by advocates). 
At the local level, we are seeing specific projects that adhere to 
complete streets principles; “road diet” projects that convert 
excess roadway capacity to multimodal accommodations are 
becoming more common in jurisdictions such as Atlanta and 
Decatur.

Transportation Advocates Push “Complete Streets”

Despite these promising signs, challenges remain. Many 
streets in Georgia remain overbuilt for cars while failing to ad-
equately accommodate other users. And even positive projects 
can be compromised during the implementation phase. In At-
lanta’s Sweet Auburn district, for instance, plans to provide a 
continuous, dedicated bicycle facility along Auburn Avenue as 
part of the Atlanta Streetcar project were recently scaled back. 
The primary reason for the change? An unwillingness to give 
up a handful of on-street parking spaces, despite a preponder-
ance of surface parking lots in the area. Such episodes speak to 
the need for increased engagement by complete streets advo-
cates in all phases of project development.

Going forward, we are likely to see increasing activity 
around complete streets and related Green Transportation is-
sues. If you would like to become involved, the Chapter’s Re-
gional Action to Improve Livibility (RAIL) Committee meets 
monthly; details are available on p. 22 of the Sierran.

TransportationCamp to Explore Intersection of Transportation, Innovation

TransportationCamp South is coming to Atlanta on Saturday, February 9th.  
This day-long “unconference” – where sessions are proposed and led by at-
tendees – brings together thinkers and doers in the fields of transportation 
and technology for a day of learning, debating, connecting, and creating. 

TransportationCamps have been held in 4 different cities since 2011 – New 
York, San Francisco, Washington DC, and Montreal – and this is the first to 
be held in the Southern US. For more information or to register, please visit 
http://transportationcamp.org/south.

Saturday, February 9th
Clough Commons, Georgia Tech

Register online at:
http://transportationcamp.org/south

Scenes from the Minnesota complete streets training, December 2012
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By Philip Zinsmeister 

The Wilderness Commit-
tee of the Georgia Sierra Club 
has initiated a push to have 
Congress approve the expan-
sion of existing wilderness 
areas in the Chattahoochee 
National Forest (CNF) of 
North Georgia.  This effort is 
motivated in part by the ap-
proaching 50th anniversary 
of the passage of the Wilder-
ness Act.  This legislation al-
lowed for federal protection 
of land without disruption 
of motorized equipment or 
mechanized transportation.  
Wilderness designation is to 
ensure that land will remain 
relatively untouched in order to pro-
tect watersheds, provide ecologic stabil-
ity for wildlife, and provide meaningful 
experiences for those looking to retreat 
into nature.  Wilderness areas are not 
meant to eliminate human intrusion 
but remain open for activities like hunt-
ing, hiking, kayaking, rafting, fishing, 
rock climbing, and bird watching.

Currently, there are 10 wilderness 
areas in the CNF comprising some 
117,378 acres which are managed by 
the US Forest Service.  In addition, the 
Forest Service has recommended an ad-
ditional 8,448 acres of public land, i.e. 
already part of the National Forest and 
not involving and property currently in 
private hands, in 11 parcels which bor-

der existing wilderness be des-
ignated as wilderness.  Given 
the ongoing population ex-
pansion of the metropolitan 
Atlanta area and the increased 
usage this implies for for-
est lands in North Georgia, 
the Wilderness Committee 
strongly believes this is the 
time to act to make sure at 
least a few wild places survive 
relatively untouched for fu-
ture generations.   

Only an act of Congress 
can set aside public lands as 
wilderness; the Forest Service 
lacks such power.  Absent 
wilderness designation, these 
otherwise unmolested for-
ests and waterways are open 

to logging and all the environmental 
downsides that practice brings with it: 
clear-cutting of old growth trees; de-
struction of wildlife habitat; erosion and 
pollution of adjacent waterways.  At 
the moment no one in Georgia’s Con-
gressional delegation is sponsoring leg-
islation to create these new wilderness 
areas, while delegations of other states 
like Tennessee have presented appropri-
ate sponsored legislation relative to their 
own potential wilderness areas.

Thus, the Wilderness Committee 
has initiated a campaign that aims to 
find Congressional sponsorship for such 
legislation and its ultimate adoption, 
and a key part of the campaign will be 
mobilizing Sierra Club (SC) members 
and concerned people from the wider 
population to register their (we hope en-
thusiastic) support for the project.   The 
Committee has made plans for contact-
ing the public through SC Action Alerts, 
presentations to potentially interested 
organizations, letters to editors, etc.  We 
therefore hope this article will create an 
initial awareness on your part, and that 
you will stand ready to add your voice 
to the important campaign when the 
opportunity presents itself.  The Wilder-
ness Committee will need your support!

Push Is On to Expand Wilderness Areas in Georgia
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Solar Energy Freedom Bill
Still Needed

In the 2012 session of the legislature, Savannah State Sen-
ator  Buddy Carter and others introduced a bill that would 
change Georgia’s Territorial Electric Service Area law to allow 
what is called  third party financing  for residential and small 
commercial solar power arrays.  The Territorial Act   divides the 
state into  monopoly service areas  for Georgia Power, munci-
pal and electric membership cooperative (EMC) utilities  ex-
cept for the very largest class of customers who get to choose 
their provider.        

While the cost of  solar energy has been dropping like a 
rock, most homeowners do not have an extra $20,000 to write 
a check  for their own rooftop solar array.  So the most popu-
lar option for installing solar energy is a solar lease in which a 
third party installs the solar array on your roof and then sells 
the solar power which reduces your lease payment.  In Georgia, 
any excess power must be sold to the monopoly utility at a rate 
controlled by that entity.  No one else is permitted to enter into 
a “power purchase agreement” with a utility’s customer, includ-
ing anyone who installs, owns and operates a solar photovol-
taic system on the customer’s property.  The inability of most 
property owners to finance and build their own solar system 
has stymied such development in Georgia.  The Solar Energy 
Freedom Power proposal of 2012 sought to specifically allow 
such arrangements.

Senator Carter’s 2012 bill was killed  by Electric Mem-
bership Coop lobbying as well as lobbying and testimony  by 
Georgia  Power. Under considerable public pressure, Geor-
gia Power has now proposed an increase in its solar programs 
from almost nothing to a decent start of some 210 megawatts.     
However, Georgia’s enormous solar potential cannot be real-
ized unless homeowners are free to use their private property as 
others across the United States are doing. 

Sierra Club expects to support a renewed effort to allow 
third party financing of solar systems in Georgia  so that all 
electric customers can take advantage of cheap, clean renew-

able power.  Urge your state legislators to support Solar En-
ergy Freedom.  More info can be found at the website of the 
Georgia Solar Energy Association (www.gasolar.org).  Updates 
by Michael Brune and Paul Rauber on solar options are in the 
Jan./Feb. Sierra magazine.  The Sierra Club is actively part of 
the clean energy future by partnering with Sungevity and other 
providers to install solar.  (See www.sierraclub.org/gosolar.)  
Unfortunately, we are not able to proceed in Georgia without 
passage of Solar Energy Freedom.

Water Supply Projects 
Now Being Funded by GEFA
Gov. Deal’s Water Supply Program, a joint effort of his 

administration and the Metro Chamber of Commerce, plus 
a host of legal, engineering, real estate and lobbying outfits, is 
now underway.  The Program, operated by the Georgia Envi-
ronmental Finance Authority, was touted to be funded at an 
overall level of $300 million, and about $200 million of that 
has been appropriated to date in the form of GA General Ob-
ligation (GO) Bonds. 

Of the total sum, about $88 million was projected to be 
revenue bonds, which depend on the identification of a rev-
enue stream to support their repayment, which can be delayed 
until construction on the revenue generating facilities is com-
pleted.  A problem for these revenue bonds, which have not 
yet been authorized by the legislature, is that population and 
growth projections on which the Water Supply Program has 
relied for its scope of need have been superseded by the facts 
imposed by the 2008-2010 credit collapse.  Growth is running 
well behind projected levels, and need for new water supplies 
is also lagging.

The lack of need for new water supplies has left one com-
pleted reservoir, Hickory Log Creek in Cherokee Co., a joint 
project of Cobb, Cherokee and the City of Canton, unused.  
Canton has been struggling to pay its share of the project’s 
cost while needing, and selling, no water from it.  Another 
multi-county project, construction of the Hard Labor Creek 
reservoir in Walton Co., has been halted because population 
growth projections were incorrect, and sufficient funds were 
not available. 

During the Summer and Fall of 2012 the GEFA an-
nounced $100 million in the first round of Water Supply fund-
ing.  About $90 million of that was offered to various localities 
in the form of low, and extremely low interest loans.  Another 
$10 million or so was in the form of what was called “direct 
state investment,” what might have been called “grants” in an-
other time.  The two “direct state investment” projects had in 
common the same “engineering” firm working on them, the 
large campaign donor Joe Tanner and Associates. 

Join Environmental Allies at
Capitol on February 28th

Georgia Conservation Voters’ annual Environmental Legisla-
tive Breakfast and our collective Capitol Conservation Day 
will be held on Thursday, February 28th at 7:30 am at the 
Floyd Room on top of the Sloppy Floyd Building.  Individual 
tickets are $30, and tables can be purchased for $250. 

To register, visit  http://bit.ly/GCVbreakfast
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One was to create a well-water supply for a water park 
at the Lake Lanier Islands Resort, owned by big donor Virgil 
Williams.  The second project was an “experiment” in which 
water from a well on state land in southwesr Georgia would 
be pumped out then piped to a stream in the Flint River basin 
that suffers from low flow during droughts (a condition made 
more serious by heavy agricultural water use in its drainage), to 
“augment” the flow to protect endangered species.

It is not known if Gov. Deal will seek authorization for ad-
dition bonds, GO, or revenue, for the Water Supply Program 
in 2013.  It will not be surprising if he does, particularly autho-
rization for the revenue bonds, which are unlikely to be issued 
any time soon, and will not have an immediate fiscal effect.  
The Governor has announced that he plans to ask for another 
$50 million in GO Bonds for the Savannah Harbor dredging, 
the ultimate boondoggle.

Georgia EPD Budget Cut, New 
Director has New Goals

Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division, EPD, has 
experienced a steady reduction in its budget for years, start-
ing with the Miller Administration in the 1990s.  The present 
budget is a bit over half of what it was when Gov. Perdue took 
office.  Staff cuts and program cuts have followed the money 
out the door.  Whether the agency is even meeting the require-
ments it has shouldered in its agreements to enforce federal 
environmental laws like the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water 
Act is in doubt.

The previous Director of the EPD, Allen Barnes, expressed 
serious reservations about Georgia’s ability to enforce federal 
environmental laws if budget cuts continued, then he resigned.  
His successor, Jud Turner, a lawyer from Albany, is not so trou-
bled by the budget cuts to his agency.  He agrees with Gov. 
Deal that regulations are not good for business development in 
the state.  Mr. Turner has said that he thinks his job is promot-
ing economic development as much as it is protecting natural 
resources. 

One activity that EPD performed for years, but which was 
lost in Perdue Administration budget cuts, was emergency re-
sponse.  A $1 million annual appropriation staffed a full time 
office to receive and respond to environmental emergencies, 
often chemical and fuel spills, but also sewage overflows and 
fires that presented chemical threats to air and water quality 
and public health and safety. 

That function, which was always popular with both the 
public and the regulated industries (which could be exposed 
to liability in emergencies) has been slashed to a few part-time 
employees.  In cases in Athens, in two kaolin producing re-
gions, and the notorious Ogeechee River fish kill, no timely 

emergency response was made.  Had the old emergency unit 
remained intact, those episodes could have been much less 
harmful than they were.

A goal of the Georgia Water Coalition, in which Sierra 
Club plays a leading role, is to get the emergency response 
program restored by making it a requirement of law, and not 
merely a matter of divisional policy.

Sierrans should let their legislators know that protection of 
natural resources from harm is an important duty of the state, 
and that budget cuts have reduced that protection.  Particularly 
needed is an emergency response team to act quickly in the 
event of disasters. 

MARTA Revenue Distribution 
Cannot Be Delayed

Last session a bill that would extend the ability of MARTA 
to control all of its 1 percent sales tax revenue, collected in 
Fulton and DeKalb Counties and the City of Atlanta, for an 
additional three years was rejected at the eleventh hour of the 
legislative session.  This was because the bill included provi-
sions that shifted membership of the MARTA Board to mayors 
of new municipalities in Fulton and DeKalb. 

The current law expires at the end of 2013, and if it is not 
extended, or made permanent (a position Sierra Club prefers), 
MARTA will be forced to park 50 percent of its sales tax funds 
into capital accounts, and cannot use them for meeting ordi-
nary operating expenses.  Since the MARTA system is largely 
complete, and capital expenditures are currently used mostly 
for maintenance and not new construction, revival of the “50-
50” rule would effectively sequester half of the MARTA sales 
tax revenue. 

This decision is left to the General Assembly, despite the 
fact that the sales tax is paid by the two counties and one ma-
jor city that collect it from citizens and shoppers.  Rep. Mike 
Jacobs of the new City of Brookhaven is the legislator most 
directly involved in this renewal, acting in his role as Chairman 
of the joint MARTA Oversight Committee (MARTOC).  Rep. 



14 Georgia Sierran       January/February/March 2013

Legislative Preview

Jacobs has been accused of misusing his power in regard to 
MARTA revenue to leverage political goals such as the creation 
of Brookhaven.

Sierrans should contact their legislators with a simple mes-
sage:  let MARTA and the governments that collect the MAR-
TA sales tax determine its use, and get the legislature out of the 
process. Unless the state is willing to support MARTA finan-
cially, it needs to keep out of MARTA’s internal affairs. Urge 
your legislator to free MARTA from these onerous restrictions.

Ethics Legislation Looks Likely 
Exactly what such ethics legislation will look like is any-

one’s guess.  The opportunities to make Georgia’s ethics laws 
stronger are many, but the legislature has shown very little en-
thusiasm for such improvements in the past.

There is a proposal to limit lobbyist’s gifts to legislators to 
$100.  That could be a limit of $100 per lobbyist per legislator 
per session of the General Assembly.  If that were adopted, it 
would be a meaningful limit on these gifts. 

However, it could be simply a limit of that amount for 
each gift, meaning that legislators could presumably receive a 
hundred-dollar gift each day of a session,  from more than one 
lobbyist, which could run into serious money pretty quickly 
for chairs of important committees. A ban like that has been 
called a “gimmick,” an apt characterization.

After opposing any limits on giving, Speaker David 
Ralston has now endorsed a total ban on all gifts by lobbyists 
to legislators.  This proposal came after the July primaries, in 
which large majorities of voters from both parties endorsed gift 
limits on lobbyist gifts to legislators. 

There is some fear that imposition of total limits, “not even 
a cup of coffee,” would lead to additional abuses, such as gifts 
by unregistered lobbyists, or even various “employment” ar-
rangements in which legislators receive “legitimate” compensa-
tion from firms that happen to be represented by lobbyists who 
need the employed legislator’s support.

Another issue that could be addressed is the so-called “10 
percent” rule.  This is the nickname for a law passed two years 
ago to correct what was viewed as an urgent problem for a 
particular class of lobbyists called “vendor lobbyists,” a name 
for people selling goods and services to the state.  The precise 
nature of the urgent problem was never entirely clear, but the 
result was a blanket exemption from lobbyist registration for a 
potentially large class of lobbyists. 

Anyone, such as a corporation officer, or organizational of-
ficial, who claims to spend less than 10% of his or her time lob-
bying, is exempt from registration, hence “the 10% rule.”  This 
is obviously a giant doorway to evasion of regulation, and is a 
law that is bitterly resented among the professional lobbyists 
who are required to register to work.  There is already a lot of 

Legislative Roadshow coming to
a group meeting near you!

Sierra Club lobbyist Neill Herring and Legislative Chair Mark 
Woodall will present the inside scoop on the Georgia General 
Assembly at the your local  group meeting.

Centennial Group:  Feb. 7
Atlanta Group: Feb. 12

LaGrange Group: Feb. 19
Gwinnett Group:  Feb. 21

unregistered lobbying, making a loophole for more will mean 
there is even more of it.

Call or write your state senator and state representative and 
ask them to support outlawing all gifts from lobbyists to legis-
lators. Our elected  officials should be listening to the people, 
not the big-money lobbyists.  Go to www.legis.state.ga.us to 
find your legislator’s contact info.

Small Town Fights Power
Monopoly to Protect Parkland

Mansfield, Ga. is a community of 600 people at the north-
ern end of Newton County.  It has been locked in struggle for 
over a year with the Georgia Transmission Corporation, a firm 
which provides transmission services to municipal and cooper-
ative electricity suppliers all over the state.  Georgia Transmis-
sion has an existing transmission line through Mansfield, but 
wants to add more capacity in the area.  Instead of building the 
new line next to the old line, Georgia Transmission wants to 
build on a new right of way on the other side of town, spoiling 
two corridors instead of one with their ugly wires and cleared 
right of way.

Mansfield has a plan for community growth, and where 
Georgia Transmission wants to build the new power line they 
plan to have a park. Last year at the legislature, Mansfield’s 
Representative, Doug Holt, introduced a bill that would re-
quire the PSC to approve new transmission line routes when 
they are controversial, as in Mansfield.  The PSC, generally the 
tool of utilities, was resistant to assuming such a duty.   Rep. 
Holt responded with a substitute bill that would simply require 
the utility to prove to a judge that its chosen route was the best 
available, but the utility rejected that proposal, claiming that 
their own procedure, which is to do what they wish, is prefer-
able.

Rep. Holt, and the community of Mansfield, intend to re-
turn to the legislature in 2013 with a bill to protect their park-
land from Georgia Transmission.  The Sierra Club has been 
an enthusiastic supporter of this measure, and we are looking 
forward to making progress on it in 2013.

- Neill Herring and Mark Woodall
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Sierra Club 101
Are you new to the Sierra Club and want 
to get involved but not sure how?  Do you 
know what issues the Georgia Chapter is 
working on and how to get involved?  Do 
you want to know who we are and what 
we’re doing? 

Join us on Saturday, February 9th from 10:30 AM to 
noon for Sierra Club 101, your crash course on the Club, 
the Georgia Chapter, and our issues.  Meet with volunteer 
leaders and staff at the Sierra Club office at 743B East Col-
lege Ave., Decatur as we introduce you to our Sierra Club.

Go to georgia.sierraclub.org/sc101 to RSVP or contact 
Sybil Cypress at gasierraclub101@gmail.com if you have 
questions.

 Many thanks to everyone who voted in the annual 
Chapter and Group Executive Committee (ExCom) 
elections last fall, and please help us welcome two new 
at-large elected members to the Chapter ExCom: Thom-
as Jackson of Decatur and Midge Sweet of Atlanta. In 
addition, current at-large ExCom member Todd Daniel 
was elected to serve an additional two-year term. Con-
gratulations to all! 
 The Chapter would also like to recognize Kelly Jor-
dan and  J. Michael Walls, who chose not to seek re-
election as at-large members and have transitioned off 
the Committee. Thank you Kelly and J. Mike for your 
years of dedicated service!

Welcome New Chapter 
ExCom Members

Free Book Signing to Kick Off 
2013 John Muir Outings Series

By Sybil Cypress

In 1867-1868, long before John Muir effectively mani-
fested his desire to protect our wildlands into the Sierra Club, 
he embarked upon a 1,000 mile walk from Jeffersonville, Ken-
tucky through the North Georgia Mountains, down to Cedar 
Key, Florida.  It is on this adventure that John Muir discovers 
the beauty of the south and forms lasting perspectives about 
humans, nature, and the balance between us.  Here is one of 
my favorite quotes from his memoirs about that journey in the 
book Thousand Mile Walk to the Gulf:

“The scenery is far grander than any I ever before beheld. The 
view extends from the Cumberland Mountains on the north far 
into Georgia and North Carolina to the south, an area of five 
thousand square miles. Such an ocean of wooded, waving, swelling 
mountain beauty and grandeur is not to be described.”

Author James Hunt chronicles Muir’s walking journey in 
the new book, Restless Fires.  Hunt examines the development 
of our founder’s environmental thoughts and perspectives as a 
young adult and artfully processes our current understanding 
of John Muir’s life.

To kick off our 2013 John Muir Outing series this April, 
the Georgia Chapter is sponsoring a FREE James Hunt lecture 
and book signing of Restless Fires at The Jimmy Carter Presi-
dential Library and Museum on Tuesday, March 26th.  Join 
us as we journey back to a time so critical to the environmental 
maturity of John Muir.  Then on all Saturdays in  April (6th, 
13th 20th, & 27th), let’s fast forward together for the 2013 
John Muir Outings Series, where we, along with some special 
guests, will share our environmental visions of how to enable 
a grand and sustainable Georgia, one of which our founder 
would be proud.

For more information and to register, visit:
http://georgia.sierraclub.org/johnmuiroutings

Scenes from Recent 
Membership Events

Mission Outdoors bike tour of the 
Atlanta Beltline, November 11, 2012

Ga. Conservation Voters Director
Rob Teilhet with Colleen at the Election
Night Sierra Club & Beer
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Support Your Chapter

Live Oak Champions
$5000+

Charles and Mary Bosserman
Carroll Smith Walraven
William and Gertrude Wardlaw
Anonymous

Longleaf Pine
Protectors
$2500-4999

Kendall Newman

Southern Magnolia 
Society
$500-2499

Lee Adrean
Stephanie and Robert Benfield
Martha and Tom Black
Sam and Laurie Booher
Thomas and Betsy Boyle
Carol and Aubrey Bush
David and Mindy Egan - Initiative to 
Protect Jekyll Island
David Emory
Gurdon Hornor

Scott and Carol James
Kelly Jordan
Jennifer and Bill Kaduck
Becky and Mark Klein
Gary and Maria Ludi
Michael Marotta
Gilbert Martinez
John Noel
Kevin and Marcia Nuffer
Robert and Joan Rushton
Norman Slawsky and Marcia 
Abrams
Kim Stoecker
Zolinda Stoneman
Morning Washburn
Mark Woodall
Pamela Woodley

Evergreen Partners
$100-499

Daniel Baba
Mirza and Sunita Balic
Delon Barfuss
Marylou Barnes
Lynn and Michael Beach
Joel and Alyssa Beck
Lovett Bennett
Sally Bethea
Felicia Bianchi

Stephen Bick
Bonnie Boatright
Samuel and Laura Breyfogle
Jeb and Tyra Byers
Nancy Carter
William Chapman
Tom and Stephanie Coffin
Thomas Collins
Ralph and Rita Connell
Charles Cook
Price and Rogena Cordle
Carolyn and Laurence Danese
Lyndsey Darrow and Matthew 
Strickland
Theodore and Lynda Doll
Don and Linda Dressel
Francine and Richard Dykes
Eddie Ehlert
William Eisenhauer
Martin and Anne Emanuel
Rebecca and Jeffrey Engel
Dan Everett
Blount Ferrell
Edna Foster
Natalie Foster
Daniel Friedman
Barbara Giebelhaus
David Gittelman
Jannah Goodell and Konrad Hayashi
Earline Ham
Camille Hammond
Eleanor Hand

The Georgia Chapter of Sierra Club established its Geor-
gia Giving Society to honor individuals making significant 
gifts to the Georgia Chapter. Their partnership and commit-
ment to our work leaves a lasting legacy.

Contributions from the Georgia Giving Society are in-
tegral to the hard work from volunteers and staff all around 
Georgia including promoting renewable energy, monitoring 
and protecting Georgia’s pristine coastal marsh, and protecting 

our public forests in the North Georgia mountains. Please join 
us in thanking current members.

Listed below are the supporters who donated at the Live 
Oak Champion, Longleaf Pine Protector, Southern Magnolia 
Society, and Evergreen Partner levels in 2012. If you would 
like to join or renew into the Giving Society for 2013 please 
contact Colleen Kiernan at 404-607-1262 x.224. Your sup-
port is much appreciated.

Georgia Giving Society 2012
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Support Your Chapter

Bradford Hanson
Robert and Carolyn Hargrove
Rafael Harpaz
Bettye Harris
Michael Hastings
Chad and Kristy Helmick
Neill Herring
Kenneth Herrmann
Bruce and Lilly Higgins
Dave and Carolyn Hinderliter
Elizabeth and William Hodges
Albert Hostetter
Cecil Hudson
Arthur Hughes
Art and Lisa Hurt
Gilbert James
Cynthia Jeness
Charles Johnson
Roger and Jean Johnson
Theresa Jones
Henry Kahn and Mary Gillmor-Kahn
Sidney and Ruth Katz
Laura Kearns

Michelle and Scott Kegler
William Keir
Eldon and Sharon Kennedy
Gloria Kittel
Robert Koskovich
Nancy Krecklow
Walter Kruger and Sandra Stewart-
Kruger
Deborah Lewis
Peter Lindsay and Kate Binzen
William and Mary Long
R. and Dell MacGregor
Mandy Mahoney
Laura and David Majors
Kerry McArdle
Linda McBurney
John Mcdowell
Bobby and Jane Mclendon
Sandra and Simon Miller
Terry Nations
Thomas and Marie Neff
Richard and Nancy Negley
Mary Osier
Leslie Parham
Bonnie Perry

Jim and Karen Powell
Thomas and Margaret Rasmussen
John Raymer and Virginia Ferrell
Stewart Roberts
Martin Rosenman
Douglas Runnion
Joseph and Patricia Saseen
Susan Schultz
Laura Seydel
Donna Shapiro
Terry Stewart
Lee Thomas
Peter Thule
William Tietjen
Carl Tyler
Michael Walls
Janet Wantland
Phillip Wierson
Chris Williams
Patricia Williams
John Willingham
Stephen Willis
Joel and Sybrina Wooten
Philip and Dorothy Zinsmeister

Evergreen Partners 
(continued from previous page)

Sierra Club, Georgia Chapter, 743 East College Avenue, Suite B, Decatur, Georgia 30030

Thank You to Georgia Giving Society of 2012!
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Metro Atlanta Group

Meeting Location: Meeting Location: Unless otherwise 
indicated, Metro Atlanta Group General Membership meet-
ings are held at the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, 2089 
Ponce de Leon Ave. at the intersection of with East Lake 
Drive; the entrance to the church is off East Lake Dr. From 
MARTA’s East Lake station, it’s a 15 minute walk northeast 
along East Lake Dr.  MARTA Bus 2 runs on Ponce de Leon 
between North Avenue Station and Decatur Station.

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month.   Doors open at 
7:00 p.m., program begins at 7:30.  

February 12:  Regular Meeting

News from under the Gold Dome:  Chapter leaders, 
Neill Herring the chapter lobbyist and Mark Woodall our 
Legislative Committee Chair, will discuss issues before 
the Georgia General Assembly.  Why certain bills should 
be passed compared to others that don’t do much for 
the environment or actually are bad for our state’s land, 
water, air and wildlife.

March 13:  Regular Meeting
Solar energy in Georgia:  Shane Owl-Greason will dis-

cuss his company’s role in attempting to get solar energy 
implemented in Georgia on a larger scale.  He is a Co-
Founding Partner of Georgia Solar Utilities, Inc. (GaSU) 
and Entegrity Solar, LLC. The rapidly decreasing cost of 
solar panels is making solar power much more competi-
tive to other sources of energy. 

Upcoming Meetings & Programs

Carbon Monoxide Risks Plus the EPA on Soot
By D. Gordon Draves

Carbon monoxide (CO) at Finch Elementary School in 
sw Atlanta sent 42 students and 7 adults to hospitals; sparking 
interest in CO monitors for all schools in the district with a 
CO detector company offering detectors for some schools and 
a proposal for a state law to require detectors.  “Fire-fighters 
found unsafe levels of carbon monoxide near a furnace at the 
school with a reading at 1,700 parts per million” (AJC, 12-3-
2012).

But what about children and the 40,000 parts per million 
(ppm) that some are exposed to daily?  Cigarette smoke has 
40,000 parts per million of carbon monoxide, or 4% of each 
puff of smoke is CO.

Everyday 3,000 US children take their first puff of ciga-
ret smoke.  They willingly inhale carbon monoxide like every 

Adopt-A-Stream Program events: 
 • Saturday, February 23 (Chemical)
 • Saturday, March 9 (Biological & Chemical) 

We meet 10 AM to noon. For biologic monitoring, we 
need many eyes to find the critters found in the creek. 

Location:  The site is on the South Fork of Peachtree 
Creek in Medlock Park north of Decatur.

From Clairmont Rd. (between N. Decatur and N. Dru-
id Hill roads.) take Desmond Dr. (third street north of N. 
Decatur Rd.) until it intersects with Willivee Dr.  Turn left 
and follow Willivee around to Scott Circle where you turn 
right.  Parking is on your left when you reach the park.

Alternatively, from the intersection of Scott Blvd, 
Medlock Drive, and North Decatur Rd, turn north on 
Medlock (that is to the right if you are driving towards At-
lanta from I-285).  Drive half a mile and turn left on Lance-
lot, which dead-ends onto Scott Circle.  Turn right.  In the 
second block, the park and parking lot are on your right.

Park as close to the middle as you can, and walk 
into the park along a dirt road with the 2-story building 
on your left and ball fields on either side, back into the 
woods behind ball field #5.  Bear left and you will see us 
at a picnic table by the stream.

For information about chemical monitoring and 
dates, call Larry Kloet at 404 636-7226.  For more details 
about biological monitoring, call Nancy Wylie at 404-
256-1172.  

For more information please see
  http://georgia.sierraclub.org/atlanta/

other person who lights a cigarette.  Also, adults expose their 
children to CO every time they light up in home or car.

But by far, the worst exposure of children by parents is 
when mothers smoke during pregnancy.  The level of CO is not 
just at the same level as in the mother’s blood but can be double 
or triple that level in the blood of the baby in the womb.  Even 
adults smoking around a pregnant woman increases her car-
boxyhemoglobin levels and those of the child.

What other factors does CO produce?  While the car-
bon dioxide from burning tobacco is a strong greenhouse gas, 
“Carbon monoxide (CO) is not considered a direct greenhouse 
gas, mostly because it does not absorb terrestrial thermal IR 
[infrared] energy strongly enough.  However, CO is able to 
modulate the production of methane and tropospheric ozone.”  
(Greenhouse Gases, NOAA)                                                    

continued on next page
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Greater Gwinnett Group

To reduce exposure to CO and other air pollutants, 
Smoke-Free Coalition of Fulton County and HEART Coali-
tion of Fulton County will be approaching Fulton County 
Board of Commissioners early next year to advocate for an or-
dinance to make restaurants and bars smokefree for the health 
of patrons and workers, especially those of child-bearing age.  
Live Healthy DeKalb group will also be addressing these issues 
before the DeKalb County Board of Commissioners to ban 
smoking in bars.

Another air issue was the proposed Environmental Protec-
tion Agency rule to control soot that would reduce soot from 
diesels and coal-fired power plants.  The Sierra Club and the 
American Lung Association both had campaigns urging the 
White House to support strong actions by EPA.

While the school exposure to CO was serious and could 
have had a tragic outcome, CO has serious life threatening af-
fects on babies.  Please join in the effort to get women to quit 
smoking during pregnancy and contact your county commis-
sioners to act to ban smoking from the areas exempted by cur-
rent state law.  Please watch our website for more details in the 
coming months on these and other issues before our legislature 
and county commissioners.

Over the holidays, I kept thinking about how much we 
have accomplished in 2012.  In Gwinnett, our programs have 
included state and national parks in Georgia, nuclear, coal and 
alternative power sources such as solar, wind and tidal. We have 
learned about community gardens and the effect of population 
on the environment. We have participated in forums around 
the county. We have provided stream-monitoring data to the 
EPD. We shall begin 2013 with a discussion of Georgia Sierra 
Club priorities by our director, Colleen Kiernan. Our Febru-
ary program will be a legislature update of environmental mea-
sures being considered by the legislature. Later in the year, we 
will have presentations on the Chattahoochee River Recreation 
Area and solar energy. We will continue our stream monitoring 
programs and evaluate expanding to a second stream to mea-
sure the chemical and biological health of the streams. We will 
also intensify our efforts to include more groups in our activi-
ties and begin our political preparations for the 2014 elections. 
Our programs in Gwinnett are expanding and offer many 
programs to educate and inform our members and the public 
while enabling numerous alternative ways to improve the qual-
ity of life of our community and county. I hope your holidays 
have been joyful and look forward to an exciting 2013. Come 
and see what the excitement is all about.

  - Dan Friedman

Carbon Monoxide, continued from previous page

3400

Metro Atlanta Group
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Centennial Group

Volunteers Drive Medical
Recycling Operation

The Centennial Group recently had a presentation from 
a group called Medshare. They are a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to recycling medical supplies and equipment. At 
their facility in Decatur they collect unused medical supplies 
and equipment to be redistributed where they are needed. 
Most of the supplies are collected from local hospitals and 
medical facilities here in the Atlanta area.

At their Decatur distribution center they sort and re-
package the supplies for shipment. The beneficiaries are un-
derserved healthcare institutions that request help from all 
around the world. They frequently supply teams of medical 
professionals going on missions to underdeveloped countries 
worldwide.

Medshare was founded in 1998 and has been growing 
very fast. They rely on the generosity of corporate and private 
donors as well as volunteer workers. Each month hundreds of 
volunteer workers sort through ton’s of donated material to 
be repackaged for shipment. They have received many awards 
for their work in the efficient recovery and redistribution of 
surplus medical equipment and supplies.

Medshare’s work has a huge humanitarian and environ-
mental impact. For more information on Medshare go to 
www.medshare.org

  - Mark Banks

Rivers Alive!

On October 20, Centennial Group hosted our annual Riv-
ers Alive river cleanup at Life University. Although it was 
a chilly morning, we had about a dozen people show up 
to help out including an employee of Life University. We 
had a wonderful time cleaning up the section of Rotten-
wood Creek flowing through the campus. After all our 
hard work was done, we enjoyed a wonderful picnic. 

LaGrange Group

Savannah River Group

The LaGrange Group continues to enjoy a variety of ac-
tivities including outings, monthly meetings, and monthly 
Adopt a Stream monitoring.

Monthly meetings are held at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church from 6:30 to 8:00pm. Upcoming topics include:

February 19: Georgia Environmental Legislative Update 
presented by Mark Woodall and Neil Herring

March 19: Organic Gardening presented by Eric Simpson

Please join us! For more information, contact Laura Brey-
fogle at breyfogle@charter.net

Elections in November added some new faces and posi-
tion changes to our EXCOM for 2013.  Barbara Wise will 
be helping Membership Chair April Wilson who has been 
working overtime to keep old and new members content and 
inspired.  Treasurer Julia Crowley continues on EXCOM but 
after more than 20 years of keeping excellent track of our 
expenditures and fund raising, she is retiring.  With Julia’s 
help, Ann Sutherland, our new treasurer, will tackle budgets 
and the never ending search for new revenue.  We are looking 
forward to a productive year and our usual Rummage Sale in 
April.

We celebrated the winding down of 2012 with our an-
nual Christmas party hosted by Sam and Laurie Booher.  The 
New Year was off to an exciting start with a January program 
featuring Bob Munger, President of the Augusta Greenway 
Alliance.  This new organization hopes to generate support 
for a greenway for cyclists and mechanized carts to connect 
downtown Augusta with outlying areas, including the exist-
ing greenway along the Augusta Canal.  Greg Sutherland is 
arranging our February program which will focus on Global 
Warming.  Our speaker is Sam Collier, someone well known 
to many Georgia Sierrans.  Sam is a trained presenter for the 
national Climate Reality Project and is a former Regional 
staffer for Sierra Club.  Dare I say things in the Savannah Riv-
er Group are getting hot and, unfortunately, so is our planet.

  - Judy Gordon, Co-Chair 
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Inner City Outings

ICO Kicks Off 2013 With
Cumberland Island Trip

Atlanta Inner City Outings volunteers and 9 high school 
students from the Joseph B. Whitehead Boys & Girls Club 
kicked off 2013 with an adventurous backpacking trip to 
Cumberland Island, Georgia.

After an early morning start and a 5+ hour drive the group 
arrived at Crooked River State Park to split up the group gear/
food and get some good rest before leaving early the next day 
to catch the ferry over to the Island.  Unfortunately the poor 
weather (cold and rainy) that we became accustomed to be-
gan that evening and we had no choice but to pack up wet 
tents the next morning.

The kids enjoyed the ferry ride and some got to see several 
dolphins following in the boat’s wake.  After a brief orienta-
tion with the rangers we set out to hike to the Hickory Hill 
campsite in the northern wilderness area (map).  Hiking for 
miles next to palmettos and underneath the live oaks covered 
in Spanish moss was a truly memorable experience.  Not long 
after lunch it began to rain. And rain. And rain... Everyone 
was excited to arrive at the campsite, but not to set up camp 
and begin to cook dinner in the rain.

Despite the rain and cold weather, the kids’ spirits re-
mained high and they entertained themselves with games like 
who can balance on the log the longest as well as ninja.  Half 
of the group also hiked another mile to get more water, which 
unfortunately even after being filtered still had a slight sulfur 
smell (referred to as “egg water” by the kids).  As the tempera-
ture dropped and rain continued everyone decided it would 
be best to go to bed early (very early!).

The third day began a little cold, but without rain thank-
fully. We soon left the campsite and began backpacking to 
our next site at Stafford Beach.  This hike led us through more 
live oaks, swamps, sandy trails where sharks teeth were found, 
pine forests, and open fields where we saw wild horses were 
grazing.  Our beautiful campsite was located near the beach 
under several giant live oaks that you had to climb over or 
go under to get from one side to the other.  Once camp was 
set up we set out to the beach where people relaxed, collect-
ed shells, and even got their feet wet in the ocean (barefoot 
AND with shoes unfortunately).  Unfortunately because this 
campsite was more established, we had to be very careful with 
making sure no food, or really anything that had a strong 
scent (besides us!) was properly hung in a tree out of reach of 
the raccoons.  We ended the night with a small campfire and 
night hike to see the stars out near the beach.

We concluded our trip the next day with a hike back to 
the dock where we left our packs and took a short day hike 
to explore the historic Dungeness ruins on the southern end 
of the Island.  Thank you to all of the ICO and Boys & Girls 
Club volunteers and kids for making this such a wonderful 
experience!

Working for the day  
when our Air, Land  
and Water are clean, 
abundant and healthy.
Start an EarthShare of Georgia employee 
giving campaign today!

404.873.3173

One environment.  
One simple way to care for it.

®

www.earthsharega.org
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Chapter Contacts
Executive Committee

Chair: Mark Woodall, 706-674-2242,  
woodallmark8@gmail.com
At-Large Elected Member

Vice Chair: Steve Willis, 912-341-0718 
snwillis@yahoo.com
Coastal Group Delegate

Sam Booher, 706-863-2324, sbooher@aol.com
Savannah River Group Delegate

Laura Breyfogle, 706-845-7235 ,
breyfogle@charter.net
LaGrange Group Delegate

Todd Daniel, 678-567-2052, todddan@mac.com
At-Large Elected Member

Eddie Ehlert, 770-402-0087,
edehlert@bellsouth.net
Metro Atlanta Group Delegate

David Emory, 404-433-4914, 
david.emory@gmail.com
At-Large Elected Member

Dan Friedman, 404-610-5770, dan3688@aol.com
Greater Gwinnett Group Delegate

Bettye Harris, 770-578-1186,
bettyecharris@gmail.com
Centennial Group Delegate

Thomas Jackson, 404-607-1262 x221,
tj31975@gmail.com
At-Large Elected Member

Bruce Morton, 404-569-5896 
brucekmorton@gmail.com 
At-Large Elected Member

Norman Slawsky, 404-299-1211 x25 
nslawsky@gmail.com 
At-Large Elected Member

Midge Sweet, 404-667-4476,
sweetmidge@gmail.com
At-Large Elected Member

Appointed Officers & Chairs
Secretary:  Todd Daniel, todddan@mac.com
Treasurer: Tom Neff, tsneff2003@yahoo.com
Assistant Treasurer: vacant
Conservation Chair: Alan Toney, 
mudflat@comcast.net
Conservation Vice Chair: Sam Booher,
sbooher@aol.com
Conservation Vice Chair: Larry Winslett,
winfog@windstream.net
Finance Chair: Sam Booher, sbooher@aol.com

Fundraising Chair:  vacant
Human Resources: Norman Slawsky,  
nslawsky@gmail.com
Inner City Outings: Naomi Bock,                             
atlantaico@gmail.com   
Legislative: Mark Woodall, 
woodallmark8@gmail.com
Litigation: Norman Slawsky,                              
nslawsky@gmail.com
Membership/Outreach: Ross Cheairs,  
cheairsjr@aol.com
Newsletter Editor: David Emory,                        
gasierran@gmail.com
Outings: Scott Sanders, 
thebrittinggroup@gmail.com
Political Chair: Eddie Ehlert, 
edehlert@bellsouth.net
Sierra Student Coordinator: Kelsea Norris, 
kelseanorris@gmail.com
Webmaster: Charlotte Gardner, 
ga_sierra_webmaster@yahoo.com

Conservation Campaigns
RAIL Committee:  
David Emory, david.emory@gmail.com 
Meeting: 4th Mon., 7 p.m., chapter office.              
Committee sometimes skips months. E-mail first.
Smart Energy Solutions:  
Vacant; contact Seth Gunning, 404-607-1262 x233 
or seth.gunning@sierraclub.org 
Meeting: 1st Monday, 7 p.m. chapter office
Wildlands and Wildlife: 
Mike Murdock, murdock1@mindspring.com
Meeting: 3rd Tues., 7:00 p.m., Location TBA 
Committee sometimes skips months. E-mail first.

Issue Leaders & Contacts
The Conservation Committee is organized by is-
sues.To get involved in Conservation issues, please 
contact the Issue Leader of your choice below.
Chattahoochee National Recreation Area:  
Alan Toney, mudflat@comcast.com
Clean Air: Curt Smith, chsmith@speakeasy.net
Coastal: Judy Jennings, 
judyjennings@comcast.net
Coastal Marsh: Mark Mosely, msmosely@aol.
com
Cumberland: vacant
Factory Farms: Leah Garces,                                    
leah.garces@ciwf.org
Federal Endangered Species: Larry Winslett, 
winfog@windstream.net
Federal Public Lands: Shirl Parsons,
kparsons@mindspring.com

Historic Places/ Arch. Sites: Brian Thomas, 
bthomas@trcsolutions.com
Marine Species/Habitat: Karen Grainey, 
karengrainey@bellsouth.net
National Forest Issues: vacant
Nuclear Waste: Stacey Kronquest, 
stacey@kronquest.com
Okefenokee Swamp: Sam Collier, 
scollier@mindspring.com
Organic and Locally Grown Foods: Bryan 
Hager, bhager@mindspring.com
Population: Todd Daniel, todddan@mac.com
Rivers and Wetlands: Keith Parsons,  
kparsons@mindspring.com
Savannah Port: Judy Jennings, 
judyjennings@comcast.net
State Lands/Georgia DNR: Phil Zinsmeister, 
pzinsmeister@oglethorpe.edu
State Lands/Stone Mountain: Larry Winslett, 
winfog@windstream.net
Stop I-3: Sam Booher, sbooher@aol.com
Transportation: David Emory, 
david.emory@gmail.com
Waste/Recycling: Larry Winslett,                         
winfog@windstream.net
Water Sentinels / Adopt-a-Stream:  
Sam Booher, sbooher@aol.com

Georgia Chapter Staff
Chapter Director: 
Colleen Kiernan, 404-607-1262 x.224                       
colleen.kiernan@sierraclub.org
Assistant Chapter Director:                                  
Sybil Cypress, 404-607-1262 x.221       
sybil.cypress@sierraclub.org

National Staff
Associate Press Secretary: 
Jenna Garland, 404-607-1262 x.222                            
jenna.garland@sierraclub.org
Beyond Coal Organizer:
Seth Gunning, 404-607-1262 x.233                      
seth.gunning@sierraclub.org

Standing Meetings
Inner City Outings 
Fourth Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m., Chapter 
Office. Contact Naiomi Block (atlantaico@gmail.
com) for more information.
Fundraising Committee
Third Wednesday of the month. Contact Sybil 
Cypress (sybil.cypress@sierraclub.org) for more 
information.
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Chapter ExCom Meeting
The next meeting will be Saturday, March 16th at 
the Chapter office in Decatur.  Meetings are open 
to the membership. For more information, call 
the Chapter office at 404-607-1262 x221.

Looking for a Group  
near your home?

The Georgia Chapter website  
(http://georgia.sierraclub.org/)  
contains a map showing the  

locations of all Groups.  
Or, call the Chapter office at  

(404) 607-1262.

Local Group Directory
A great way to get involved in your Chapter is by join-
ing and participating in a local group. Some groups 
take certain months off, so it’s a good idea to email 
first. Each group has a website. For maps and addi-
tional information on each group, visit the website:  
http://georgia.sierraclub.org/local/

Centennial Group
Serving Cobb, Cherokee & North Fulton

Chair / Meetings Contact:  Lynn Walston,       
lynnwalston22@yahoo.com            
Outings Chair: Anderson Mycroft,                        
awmycroft@yahoo.com
Meetings: 1st Thursday, welcome/refreshments 
7:00 p.m., program 7:30 p.m.; Life College, 1269 
Barclay Cir. SE, Marietta. For directions contact 
Carina O’Bara at carina_do@yahoo.com.

Coastal Group
Serving Savannah & surrounding counties

Chair: Steve Willis, snwillis@yahoo.com
Outings Chair: Steve Wagner,
sjwgnr@hotmail.com
Meetings: 3rd Thursday, 7:00 p.m., First Presby-
terian Church, 520 E. Washington Ave, Savannah

Greater Gwinnett Group
Serving Gwinnett Co.

Chair: Dan Friedman, dan3688@aol.com
Conservation Chair: Art Sheldon,                   
asheldon.cp81@gtalumni.org
Outings Chair: Jake Hardison,
jake.hardison@ssa.gov
Meetings: 3rd Thursday, 7:00 p.m., Berkmar High 
School, 405 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lilburn 30047

LaGrange Group
Serving the LaGrange area

Chair: Laura Breyfogle, breyfogle@charter.net
Conservation Chair: vacant
Outings Chair: Joanna Baxter,                                  
joannabbaxter@yahoo.com 
Meetings: 3rd Tuesdays; 6:30 pm welcome and 
refreshments / 7 pm program; St. Mark’s Epis-
copal Church Parish Hall, 207 N. Greenwood St.,            
LaGrange (no meetings June-August)

Metro Atlanta Group
Serving Atlanta, Dekalb, & South Fulton

Chair: Gordon Draves, (404) 766-3456
nonsmoke4ga@hotmail.com
Outings Chair: Martin McConaughy 
mcmarty@bellsouth.net
Meetings: 2nd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Episcopal 
Church of the Epiphany • 2089 Ponce de Leon Ave. 
(between Atlanta and Decatur). 

Savannah River Group
Serving Augusta & surrounding areas

Co-Chair: Judy Gordon, Ph.D.,                                
gordonjudith@att.net
Co-Chair: Sam Booher, sbooher@aol.com
Conservation Chair: Frank Carl, frankcarl@
knology.net
Outings Chair: Cathy Black,                                    
sonnyandcathyblack@gmail.com
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Unitarian 
Church on Walton Way, Augusta at 7:30 pm.

Regional Contacts
LeConte Group/Athens & NE Ga. 
Terry Jones, wolpers4@aol.com

Forsyth County
Jim Callison, jimcallison@juno.com

Macon 
Fletcher Winston, winston_f@mercer.edu

North Georgia
Larry Winslett, winfog@windstream.net 

Valdosta
Brian Day, bjday@valdosta.edu 

Georgia Chapter Office 
743 East College Avenue, Suite B
Decatur, Georgia 30030
404-607-1262 • FAX: 404-876-5260
georgia.chapter@sierraclub.org
http://georgia.sierraclub.org

Directions to take MARTA to the Sierra Club  
office:  Our office is an easy 3-4 minute walk from 
the MARTA Avondale station (E7). We encourage 
you to take MARTA when possible. Exit the MARTA 
station towards the SOUTH PARKING LOT, located 
on the East College Ave side. Once outside, proceed 
to the right towards Sams Street. Cross over Sams 
St. and the office is the building located right be-
hind the convenience store. The office is the second 
door from Sams St. – Suite B.

Stay Informed!
SIERRA CLUB WEB SITES
GA Chapter Web Site:  
     http://georgia.sierraclub.org/
GA Chapter Outings:   
     http://georgia.sierraclub.org/outings/
GA Chapter Email Lists Site:   
     http://georgia.sierraclub.org/lists/

EMAIL LISTS
Subscribe to a Georgia Chapter e-mail list. Just 
send an e-mail to:
      LISTSERV@LISTS.SIERRACLUB.ORG 
Your message should read: 
      SUBSCRIBE LISTNAME  FIRSTNAME LASTNAME

LIST NAMES:
     GA-OUTINGS (chapter outings list)
     GA-NEWSLETTER-ANNOUNCE (online newsletter  
          updates)
     GA-ENERGY-FORUM (Smart Energy Solutions  
          Committee)
     GA-RAIL-NEWS (RAIL/Transit Advocacy Committee)

Subscribe to Georgia Chapter Online E-Newsletter at:
      http://action.sierraclub.org/CHP_GA_Signup 

Visit the Ga. Chapter web page and click on “Local 
Groups”  for info on local groups e-mail lists. 
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trade virtual reality 
for actual reality.

JOHN MUIR OUTINGS
Sat. Apr. 20 - Outing TBD

Sat. Apr. 27 - Ellicot Rock Wilderness Hike

For more info and to register: georgia.sierraclub.org/johnmuiroutings

Sat. Apr. 6 - Outing TBD

Sat. Apr. 13 - Outing TBD

Celebrate Earth Day – and Georgia’s spectacular beauty – all month long. Each Saturday in 

April, we’re hosting an outing where you can learn about our state’s threatened areas and how 

to protect them. To support the Georgia Chapter’s work, a donation of $25 per person per 

outing is requested. What better way to honor Earth and our founder, John Muir?


