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Rising Against 
Injustice

Sierra Club is calling on all 
members and supporters to join the 
Movement for Black Lives. As an 
organization dedicated to equity, in-
clusion, and justice, we understand 
that there will be no climate justice 
without racial justice. 

Inside this issue (p. 9) you will 
find a guide including actions you 
can take to help dismantle white 
supremacy, educational resources, 
and groups to follow and support. 

If you have not already, please 
consider reading the Sierra Maga-
zine article quoted below; “Racism 
is Killing the Planet” by Hop 
Hopkins, Director of Strategic 
Partner-ships for Sierra Club.

Supporting Native Communities 
During the Pandemic

As you can see in the graph below, Native communities have a compara-
tively high risk of serious illness if infected with coronavirus. Tribes are 
struggling with infections nationwide, and in many cases are also facing a 
loss of income as tourism has stopped. The outbreak has been especially 
severe within the Navajo Nation–with the highest infection and death 
rates in the country. The White Mountain Apache shut down their reser-
vation for two weeks in June when cases were spiking; about one-eighth 
of the 13,500 residents have tested positive. The Sierra Club community 
has been finding ways to help, and we hope their stories here and on 
pages 11–12 will inspire you to do what you can to help those in need. 

During the pandemic I have focused on financially supporting and do-
nating to Native communities and groups who serve them. I have donated 
to Tribes in Arizona, Utah, New Mexico, and also some located in Sonora 
and Chihuahua, Mexico. As part of my support, I share these fundraising 
opportunities in my social media networks, asking for donations (monetary 
or other) to Native communities and organizations.

By Sergio Avila

You can’t have climate 
change without sacrifice 
zones, and you can’t have 
sacrifice zones without 
disposable people, and 

you can't have disposable 
people without racism.

— Hop Hopkins, Director 
of Strategic Partnerships for 

Sierra Club

Running for Change

Graphic by Shirien Damra

Graphic by Kimmie Torgerson Source: Kaiser Family Foundation

continued on page 11

https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/racism-killing-planet
https://www.instagram.com/shirien.creates/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/kimmietorgerson/?hl=en
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Arizona Chapter Action Directory

2020 Group Voting Representatives to Chapter Ex-Com (see pp. 12–13 for contact information):

Flagstaff/N AZ: Joe Shannon Rincon: Marie Swanson Yavapai: Tom Slaback
Palo Verde: Don Steuter Saguaro: Jo Sylvester 

(xc) 2020 Chapter
Executive Committee
(ExCom) members

BIPOCC: Black 
Indigenous People of 
Color Committee

Chapter Director	
Sandy Bahr		  602-253-8633 sandy.bahr@sierraclub.org
Conservation Program and Communications Assistant
Lydia Wilson		  602-253-9140 lydia.wilson@sierraclub.org
Grand Canyon Conservation Program Manager
Alicyn Gitlin		  928-774-6514 alicyn.gitlin@sierraclub.org
Border Conservation Program Manager
Dan Millis		  520-620-6401 dan.millis@sierraclub.org
Water Sentinels Program Manager
Jennifer Martin		  602-254-8362 jennifer.martin@sierraclub.org
Southwest Local Outdoors Coordinator
Sergio Avila		  520-624-7080 sergio.avila@sierraclub.org
Southern AZ Energy Program Coordinator 
Catalina Ross		  520-312-2849 catalina.ross@sierraclub.org

CHAPTER OFFICES & COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Chair: Jim Vaaler (xc) 602-553-8208 jimvaaler@msn.com
Vice-Chair: Meg Weesner (xc) 520-576-2083 mweesner@att.net
Treasurer: David McCaleb (xc) 602-840-7655 davidCmccaleb@gmail.com
Secretary: Joe Shannon 928-380-9537 jshannon278@gmail.com
Conservation: Don Steuter 602-956-5057 dsteuter@hotmail.com
Nominations: Kenneth Langton (xc) 520-749-3829 kplangton@msn.com
BIPOCC, Council Delegate: Oscar Medina (xc) 520-903-8005 oscarmedinagomez@gmail.com
Membership: Kathy Mohr-Almeida (xc) 480-329-8503 kathylynn626@yahoo.com
Political: Korey Hjelmeir 480-734-0926 khjelmeir@hotmail.com
Outings: Jenny Cobb 928-925-1320 cobbsrun@msn.com
Energy: Keith Bagwell (xc) 520-623-0269 kbagwell50@gmail.com
Water: Joshua Preston (xc) 520-904-8291 farmerjp99@gmail.com
Ex-Com (At-Large): Stephanie Vázquez Salas (xc) 623-302-6889 stephanie.vazquez03@gmail.com
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Chapter Announcements
JULY, AUG, SEP (TBD) 6:30 p.m. Political Committee meetings (virtual). Help us elect more environmentally-friendly candidates! 
If you are interested in helping improve the political climate in Arizona, consider being part of our Political Committee! All Sierra Club 
members are welcome to participate. For information, contact political.chair@grandcanyon.sierraclub.org.

AUG 10, SEP 14  (MON) 6:30 p.m. Wildlife Activist Group meetings (virtual). Interested in making a difference for wildlife? Want 
to help protect habitat, gather important research data on wildlife, or watchdog the Arizona Game and Fish Commission? Please 
consider joining our Wildlife Activist Group For more information, please contact sandy.bahr@sierraclub.org 

JULY 28, AUG 25, SEP 22 (TUE) 6:30 p.m. Energy Team meetings (virtual). Discussions and programs encompass renewable 
energy and energy efficiency campaigns nationally and locally. Everyone is invited to participate, no matter how much or how little 
you know about energy issues. For more information, please contact sandy.bahr@sierraclub.org

AUG (TBD) Publications Committee meeting (virtual). Have an idea? Help plan future issues of Canyon Echo! Contact Meg 
Weesner at 520-576-2083 or mweesner@att.net or Lydia Wilson at 602-253-9140 or lydia.wilson@sierraclub.org. 

SEP 1 (MON) Copy deadline for Fall 2020 Canyon Echo. Articles, art, photographs, poetry, essays, and brief epiphanies are 
welcome. Contact the editor before submitting at 602-253-9140 or lydia.wilson@sierraclub.org to discuss word count, photos to 
include, licensing, issue topics, and to request submission guidelines.

SEP 25 (THU)  (tentative). Canyon Echo Mailing Party. Volunteers save the Chapter hundreds of dollars by preparing Canyon Echo 
for mailing. Thank you! The job is easy to learn, and we all have a great time. Any amount of time that you’re available is appreciated. 
Contact Jerry Nelson at 602-279-4668 or peakbagger2@gmail.com for details. 
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SENATE HOUSE
A+ Alston (LD 24), Bradley (LD 10), 

Contreras (LD 19), Dalessandro (LD 
2), Gonzales (LD 3),  Mendez (LD 26), 
Navarrete (LD 30), Peshlakai (LD 7), 
Quezada (LD 29), Steele (LD 9) 

Andrade (LD 29), Blanc (LD 26), Butler 
(LD 28), Cano (LD 3), DeGrazia (LD 
10), Engel (LD 10), Epstein (LD 18), 
Espinoza (LD 19), Fernandez (LD 
4), Friese (LD 9), Gabaldón (LD 2),  
*Jermaine (LD 18),  Lieberman (LD 28),
Longdon (LD 24), Peten (LD 4), Powers
Hannley (LD 9), Salman (LD 26), Shah
(LD 24), Sierra (LD 19), Teller (LD 7),
Terán (LD 30), Tsosie (LD 7)

A Rodriguez (LD 27)

B Chávez (LD 29), A. Hernandez (LD 3), 
D. Hernandez (LD 2), Meza (LD 14),
Pawlik (LD 17)

C Bowie (LD 18), Otondo (LD 4), Rios 
(LD 27)  

Bolding (LD 27)

D Brophy McGee (LD 28) 

F S. Allen (LD 6), Borrelli (LD 5), Boyer
(LD 20), Carter (LD 15), Fann (LD 1),
D. Farnsworth (LD 16), E. Farnsworth
(LD 12), Gowan (LD 30), Gray (LD 21),
Kerr (LD 13), Leach (LD 11), Livingston
(LD 22), Mesnard (LD 17), Pace (LD
25), Pratt (LD 8), Ugenti-Rita (LD 23)

J. Allen (LD 15), Barto (LD 7), Biasiucci
(LD 5), Blackman (LD 6), Bolick (LD
20), Bowers (LD 25), Campbell (LD 1),
Carroll (LD 22), Cobb (LD 5), Cook
(LD 8), Dunn (LD 13), Fillmore (LD
16), Finchem (LD 11), Grantham (LD
12), Griffin (LD 14), Kavanagh (LD 23),
Kern (LD 20), Lawrence (LD 23), Nutt
(LD 14), Osborne (LD 13), Payne (LD
21), Petersen (LD 12), Pierce (LD 1),
Rivero (LD 21), Roberts (LD 11),  Shope
(LD 8), Thorpe (LD 6), Toma (LD 22),
Townsend (LD 16), Udall (LD 25),
Weninger (LD 17)

F Governor Ducey

Grand Canyon Chapter – What’s Going On? 

Chair: Jim Vaaler (xc) 602-553-8208 jimvaaler@msn.com
Vice-Chair: Meg Weesner (xc) 520-576-2083 mweesner@att.net
Treasurer: David McCaleb (xc) 602-840-7655 davidCmccaleb@gmail.com
Secretary: Joe Shannon 928-380-9537 jshannon278@gmail.com
Conservation: Don Steuter 602-956-5057 dsteuter@hotmail.com
Nominations: Kenneth Langton (xc) 520-749-3829 kplangton@msn.com
BIPOCC, Council Delegate: Oscar Medina (xc) 520-903-8005 oscarmedinagomez@gmail.com
Membership: Kathy Mohr-Almeida (xc) 480-329-8503 kathylynn626@yahoo.com
Political: Korey Hjelmeir 480-734-0926 khjelmeir@hotmail.com
Outings: Jenny Cobb 928-925-1320 cobbsrun@msn.com
Energy: Keith Bagwell (xc) 520-623-0269 kbagwell50@gmail.com
Water: Joshua Preston (xc) 520-904-8291 farmerjp99@gmail.com
Ex-Com (At-Large): Stephanie Vázquez Salas (xc) 623-302-6889 stephanie.vazquez03@gmail.com

For the next issue, we would like to know this 
from our readers, submitted by Meg Weeser, 

Publications Committee Chair:

“At the beginning of this year, I would never have 
expected that billions of people around the world 

would quickly change their everyday behavior 
in the face of a significant threat to the health 

and safety of humanity. Yet in the face of a novel 
virus, they have done it. Another serious threat 
to the health and safety of humanity is climate 
change. Does the world’s response to the coro-
navirus pandemic suggest that people might be 

more willing than we think to modify their be-
havior to prevent catastrophic climate change?” 
If  you are inspired to respond, please do so in 

150 words or less, and send your submission to 
mweesner@att.net for a chance to be published 

in the next issue.

For your Consideration...

Arizona’s 2020 Environmental Repord Card

Extreme Heat

*Excused vote on HB2686.

in the Pandemic

Many wondered if the 54th Arizona Legislature, Second Regular Session, would 
ever end. It was not because legislators were at the Capitol hard at work, but because 
the majority in the House of Representatives refused to let go of some bills and ad-
journ sine die, the motion that officially ends the session. Finally, on May 21st the 

By Sandy Bahr

continued on page 15 

Be a Leader! 
Chapter and Group Nominations
Do you want to get more involved with Sierra Club? Are you interested in 
helping create a vision, make policy, execute plans to protect and preserve our 
environment, and have fun while doing it? If not you, do you know someone else 
who might be? Submit a nomination for a chapter or group leadership 
position!  See p. 12 for details.

Summer 2020

https://vault.sierraclub.org/email/signup.asp?PC=GCGEN&PS=70131000001hRELAA2&ET=Grand%20Canyon%20General&FN=1&LN=1
https://vault.sierraclub.org/email/signup.asp?PC=GCBORDER&PS=70131000001hRELAA2&ET=Borderlands&FN=1&LN=1
https://vault.sierraclub.org/email/signup.asp?PC=GCNORTHERNAZ&PS=70131000001hRELAA2&ET=Grand%20Canyon&FN=1&LN=1
https://vault.sierraclub.org/email/signup.asp?PC=GCWATER&PS=70131000001hRELAA2&ET=Arizona%20Water&FN=1&LN=1
https://vault.sierraclub.org/email/signup.asp?PC=GCENERGY&PS=70131000001hRELAA2&ET=Arizona%20Energy&FN=1&LN=1
https://vault.sierraclub.org/email/signup.asp?PC=GCLEGISLATIVE&PS=70131000001hRELAA2&ET=Arizona%20Legislative%20Update&FN=1&LN=1
https://vault.sierraclub.org/email/signup.asp?PC=GCWILDLIFE&PS=70131000001hRELAA2&ET=Arizona%20Wildlife&FN=1&LN=1
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Thank You to Our Donors!

Judy & Ken Ahlberg
Ray Alfini
Fannie Allen
Craig Anderson
Jennifer Anderson
Sergio Avila & Jenny Neeley
Sandy Bahr & David Komm
Beth Ballmann
Peter & Betty Bengtson
Andrew Bernier
Rebecca Berry
Gary & Molly Beverly
Patricia Bigwood
Doug Bland
Carolyn Bosserman
Susan Briggs
Elizabeth Bromley
Jan Buckwalter
Victoria Cahill
David Cardinali
Christine Carlson
Ken Collier
Linda Crouse
Rachel Davis
Barbara Bingham Deutscher
Susanne Durling

John M. Franklin
Roxane George
Carrie Gilbert
Robert Gilliam
Sarah W. Gordon
Stephen E. Griffin
Martin Haley
Sadie Hanson
Elizabeth Harrison
Antoinette Malcolm
Vaness Heydorn
Sandy Hughes
Janette Huntington
Laurie Jurs
Tyler & Katrina Kokjohn
Philip Korth
Georgette Larrouy
Joanne Lewis
Phillip Long
Harry Lumley
Hideo Mansho
Eligh Masaquaptewa
Joan Mason
Karen Mcclelland
Shauna McIsaac
Mark McKain

The Morning Stars Sing 
Together (500+)
Zach & Nancy Brooks
Frankel Family Foundation
Craig Friesner
Paul Greenhagen
Maureen Hymel
Aaron Lieberman
Gerry & Gail Milliken
Robert & Julia Millis
Howard Mechanic
Jerry Nelson
Rachel’s Action Network 
Robert Sanderson
Jeffrey Schlegel
Elizabeth Stewart
Roz Switzer
William Thornton
Marian G. Wilcox 
Diana Winston
Janet Witzeman
Kristen Wolfe

Make the Mountains Glad 
($100–499)
Lawrence Dandurand
Elysa Daniels
Glenn DeRussy
Frederick & Marion Emerson
John M. Franklin
Harold Frede
Craig Friesner
Paul Golab
Janet Grossman
Gary Hancock
Mark Hessing
Ram Janakiram
Corliss Jenkins-Sherry
Howard Johnson
Birgit Loewenstein
Tristan Loucks
John & Catherine Matthews
Robert Mawk
Jeanne Miyasaka
Marie Nelson
Amanda Ormond
Paul Pilcher
Joanne Schlosser
John Steinbrunner
Sun Sufficiency
Serena Unrein
Mary Walker
Carol Wurzell
Joe Zarnoch
Mary Zumoff

Keep Close to Nature’s Heart 
($50–99)
Arnold Anna
Carolyn Burns
Charlotte Carl-Mitchell
Alexander David
V DeAngelis
Coon Dennis
Beatty Diane
Cynthia Edwards
Mary Fachman
Steve Finucane
Larky Hodges
Lynch Kevin
Ragnarsson Kristjan
Neville Lois
Baerbel K. Lucchitta
Tracy Mendes
Jim Rutherford
Johnson Sandra
Hulen Thomas
Joseph Westmore
Robert C. Wilson

Hitched to Everything Else in 
the Universe ($1–49)
Iris Adler

NOTE: This includes donations 
received December 1, 2019 

through July 1, 2020.

Thank you to our monthly donors!

Thank you to all who donated to our Political Action Committee.

Sharon Bale
Richard Baucom
Peter Bengtson
David Bixby
Suzanne Brian
Jan Buckwalter
Nancy Chidester
Marie Colangelo
Lillian Fox
Craig Friesner
David Gore
Ruth Jagolinzer
Sandra Johnson
Paul Kallina
Rosemary Kist

Paddy McKeag
Loretta Merrell
Diane Miller
Dan Millis & Kate Van Roekel
Joy Mockbee
Heather Moffitt
Georgine Morris
Elena Moshinsky
Karen Muir
Mark Mulligan & Toni Ramsey
Janice E. Myers
Bich Hoa Nguyen
Shane Nicholas
Stephen Nunn
Susan O’Hara
Jim McPherson & Elna Otter
Becky Peters
Steve Pinedo
Michael J. Pope
Lisa Reyes
Nyssana Reyes
Peter Rocco
David Rohrer
Patricia Romero
Leilani Rothrock
Thomas Schlabach

John Seamon
Philip Shea
Gary Silverman
Rebecca Smith Gross
Mary Smith-Hansen
Tiffany Sprague
Harry Stacy
Marvel Stalcup
Alice & Karl Stambaugh
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kasting
Kathleen Stell
Dan Stormont
G. Marie Swanson
Drs. Tuber & Schechtman
Marsha Turkin
Olivia Valenzuela
Patricia Vanmaanen
Kendra Vining
Dale & Christine Volz
Joy Wall
Judith & Richard Watson
Meg Weesner
Lydia Wilson
Jeff Winkler
K M Wyly & A Stumpf
Robert Zaccaria

Dieter Berninger
Susan Birrell
Alice Darnold
Norman Dennis
Jeanne Devine
R F Graap
Charles Grier
Sandy Hanson
Elizabeth Harrison
Anne Jehle
Laurie Jurs
Randall Krause
Jules Lewis Ketcham
Larry Lohman
Neil McGurty
Andrew Means
Gary Mechler
John Nuechterlein
Stephen Ochs
Grahame Richards
Leigh Robinson
Barbara Russo
Catherine Stater
Susan Valdivia
Patricia Waterfall

La Verne Koll
James & Margaret Liebig
Melissa Loeschen
Andrew Mosier
Wayne Nelson
Patricia Payson
Cynthia Pruett
Marcia Ratkus
Ruth Rettig
Patricia Romero
Emily Samaniego
Stephen & Eva Scholfield
Martha Stampfer
Roz Switzer
Duffie Westheimer

Thank you to 
Melinda Weisser-Lee 

for donating in 
memory of Ann S. 

Johnson.

Thank you to Patricia 
Waterfall for donating 

in memory of Roy 
Emrick.
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Thank you to all who donated  to protect 
our borderlands.

Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church
Christopher Bolton
Stephen Clemens

Donna Downs
Edward Farrell

Michael & Kathleen Fleming 
Frankel Family Foundation

Linda Greene
Laurie Jurs
Jordy King

Enrique Lamadrid
Lianne Lydum
Dana Mann

Oscar Medina
Dan Millis & Kate Van Roekel

Robert & Julia Millis
James & Karen Nakakihara

Tamara Orahood
Rachel’s Action Network

Luke M Rembold
Romeling Shannon
Hannah Singerline

Roz Switzer
Sue Thorne-Babicz

Tucson Borderlands Young Adult Volunteers
University of Notre Dame

Cristina Weibel
Nathaniel Williams

John Seamon
Philip Shea
Gary Silverman
Rebecca Smith Gross
Mary Smith-Hansen
Tiffany Sprague
Harry Stacy
Marvel Stalcup
Alice & Karl Stambaugh
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kasting
Kathleen Stell
Dan Stormont
G. Marie Swanson
Drs. Tuber & Schechtman
Marsha Turkin
Olivia Valenzuela
Patricia Vanmaanen
Kendra Vining
Dale & Christine Volz
Joy Wall
Judith & Richard Watson
Meg Weesner
Lydia Wilson
Jeff Winkler
K M Wyly & A Stumpf
Robert Zaccaria

Gilbert Arvizu
Jo Avey
Patrick Barry
Marjorie Bernardi
Jean-Paul Bierny
Gail Bliss
Joseph Bloom
Joan Borowiak
David & Rebecca Branaman
Zach & Nancy Brooks
Donna Bublitz
Alvin Burstein
Roger Carpenter
Kathryn Chandler
Miranda Chatham
Scott Cooley
Donald Davidson
Mark Day
Robert Day
Mary Doane
Sheila Dobbin
Frances Dorr
David Duffee
Mary Edwards
Richard Erwin
Sharon Fairchild
M. Fosket
Sidney & Kenneth Freeman
Marlin Fried
Marc & Terry Frost
Sue Fulks
Steven Gorenstein
Ruth Grant
Dorota Grodzinska
Janet Grossman
Sandra Guerrero
Gloria Guillory
Darlene Hagan
John & Mary Harmon
Deanne Haverlock
Charles & Patsy Heacox
Judy & Bud Hendrix

Uriel Nelson
Amanda Ormond
Joseph Piro
Linda & J Michael Powers
Cynthia Pruett
Michelle Pulich Stewart
Kenneth Riley
Carmen Rumps
Robert Sanford
Marie Sansone
Carol Scholing
James Scully
David Shane
Tom & Barbara Sherman
Robert Southwick
Louise Steele
Elizabeth Stewart
Oksana Stoj
Jenny Sweeney
Roz Switzer
Michael Tamarack
Nicholas Terebey
William Thornton
Lee Tilman
Dave Ulrich
Michael Vantrojen
Bruce Villere
Nancy Vlassis
Fred Volland
Fred Vrba
Cheryl Wainwright
Frances Ann Walker
Barbara Warren
Elizabeth Weaver
Marian G. Wilcox
Diana Wilkinson
Virginia Wing
Diana Winston
Janet Witzeman
Gary Wright
Kathy Yontz
Stephanie Zinman
Barbara Zugor

Thank you to all who donated to our 2019 End of Year Appeal.

John Hinchman
Patrice Horstman
Paul M. Hoyt
Judy Ann Hudek
Barbara Hudson
Maureen Hymel
Wayne Ilger
Tisha Illingworth-Huish
Carl Jacobs
Ruth Jagolinzer
Anne Jehle
Brenda Jobe
Sandra Johnson
Lynda Kido
Lucia & Steve Kisiel
Rolf Koford & Bonnie Bowen
Peter Kohl
Mary Krzysik
Rob  Kulafkosky
David Langley
Laurel Dianne Langmade
Gray Larkum
Ed Leven
Richard Lewis
Larry Lohman
Susan Kay Lovejoy
Mirth Lundal
Stanley Marks
Lisa Maxcy
Carolyn Maxon
Ken McGinty
Lynn McLaughlin
Howard Mechanic
Cary & Nancy Meister
Linda Miller
Marilyn & Gerald Miller
David Miller
Esther Morgan
Susan Morris
Ray Moucha
Carroll Munz
Jerry Nelson

Thank You to Our Donors!

Robert Allen
Kathy Altman
James Ambrose, Jr
Frank & Elizabeth Amigo
Bobi Anderson
Gary Anderson
Lora Anderson-Gale
Nancy Andrews

Susanna Beatty
Judith Becker
John & Linda Bentley
Robert Beren
Blanche Berkowitz
Dieter Berninger
Jeff & Keesha Best
Bettina Bickel

Thank you to all who donated to our 2020 March Appeal.

Linda Anestasi
Christopher Appleton
Ann Aycock
Lorraine Backman
Keith Bagwell
Michael & Katherine Baron
Fred & Melinda Battista
Deron Beal

Dave Bilgray
Jan Black
William Bladt
Betsy Bolding
Mary Pat Bowman
Bonnie Boyce-Wilson
Jack Bradshaw
Sue Breskin

Peter Brotz
Forest & Maria Brown
Karen Brown
S.A. Brown
Patricia Browne
Susan & Mark Brzezinski

Thank you to Jeffrey Schlegel
 for donating in memory of Martha McKibben.

Photo by Dan Millis.

continued on page 6 

Summer 2020
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Thank you to all who donated to our 2020 March Appeal.

The Grand Canyon Chapter is also thankful for the generous support from those who chose to remain anonymous.

Ronald Burkey
Thomas & Grace Cabot
Jean Campbell
Roger Carpenter
Cindy Cartwright
Gay Chanler
John & Debra Chase
Michael Chehoski
Louella & Don Christensen
Dave & Nancy Christiansen
Jon Christopher
Sharon Clark
David Coatsworth
Lawrence Cohen
Ronald Cohen
Cathy Cohn
Ron Cole
Letha Conrad
Eric Coons
Bruce Coull
Tim Cullison
John Culwell
Barry Davis
Dennis Davis
Maureen Decindis
B Delaney
Robert Delcarlo
Cathy Della Penta
Lynn Demuth
Jeanne Devine
Raydean Dodd
Clifford & Lucy Dorcy
Delores Douglas
Arnold Drucker
David Duffee
Diane Duffy
Ted & Jean Dunham
Lyn Dutson
Beth Dutton
Lura Dymond
Harriet Anne Edwards
Gary Egan
Sharon Ehrlich
Sandra Eiker
Richard Eisenmann
Edward Erb
Laura Evans
Diane & Bill Facinelli
Jack & Judy Feinberg
Bob Fischella
Maureen Fisher
Kimberly Fitzpatrick

Charles Floyd
Mary Fosket
Anne Franklin
H Freund
Deb Frey
Ingelore & James Fritsch
Grace Galliano
Ralph Gantt
William Garrity
Gene Gavigan
Roselyn Gibel
Cindy & John Gilmore
Constance Gilmore
Karyn Gitlis
Maralyn Goheen
Donna Gonzalez
David Gore
Alexander Gray
Suzanne Green
Susan Greendorfer
Mary Ann Greene
Ralph & Betty Gregg
Mark Grenard
Jeff & Kim Grout
Bill Growney
Sandra Guerrero
Michelle Guyett
Roger Hacker
Jennifer Hall
Mary Hallesy
Gary Hancock
Ted Hansen
Jean Harms
Gayle Hartmann
Dave Harvey
Barbara Haugland
Donald Heller
Chris Henderson
George Hernandez
David Hoerner
Samuel Horowitz
John Houlette, Jr
Paul Hoyt
Brent Hrometz
Judy Hudek
Douglas & Rosemary Huestis
David Hueter
Thomas Hulen
Marion Hunt-Kumm
Dennis Isbell
Nancy Jacobson
Marc Janis
Anne Jehle

Corliss Jenkins-Sherry
Frank Jents
Cathy Johnson
Paula Johnson
Fred Johnson
Monty Jolly
Kress Jonathan
Patrecia Jones
Keith Kaback
Paul Kallina
Bertrand & Beth Kaper
Patrice Karpinski
Barbara Kelly
Teri Kennedy
Paul Kingsbury
David Kipper
Marcia Ko
Peter Kohl
John Kolb
Michael Kottke
John Kuzmiak
Daniel Langhorst
David & Lisa Lanning
Gabrielle Lawrence
Bryan Lee
Mary & Victor Levine
Jules Lewis Ketcham
John Liddell
John Lippert
Janis Lipton
Larry Lohman
Margaret Lorenz
Janice Love
Bill Luke Jr
MA Cook
Vincent Magilo
Carl Main
Susan & Paul Marion
Susan & Ronald Mark
Brent Martin
Barbara Massie
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Karen Schroeder
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Barbara Seese
Philip & Kiisa Service
James Shea

Thomas & Barbara Sherman
Julianne Simpson
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Janet & Thomas Sliva
Jim Slock
Barbara Smith
Earl Smith
P.E. Smith
Webster Smith
Gail Smith
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Jeffrey Soots
Barbara Spelman
Gloria Splettstoeszer
Kathleen Stanley
Lori Stanley
Don Steuter
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Laura Streckman
Marty Swaney
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Daniel Tarico
Danielle & Steven Thu
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Roger Van Horsen
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Logynn Vanwells
Micael  Vicars Harris
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Christine Warsaw
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Walt Wictor
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Canyon Echo encourages 
contributors to use Creative 

Commons licensing.

This work is licensed under the Cre-
ative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike License. To view a copy of this 
license, visit http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5 or send a letter to 
Creative Commons, 543 Howard Street, 5th 

Floor, San Francisco, California 94105.

All other contributions, including 
photos, cartoons, and written work, fall 
under standard copyright restrictions.

Stephanie Vázquez

Cast of Characters

Grand Canyon Chapter Executive 
Committee member Stephanie Vázquez 
is, despite her young age, a policy wonk. 
She wants public policy that effectively 
deals with climate change.

“We’re running out of time to address 
climate change and it still doesn’t get the 
attention it requires,” she says. “We’ve 
been talking about climate change since 
before the 2000s and in 2020 we aren’t 
doing at all enough about it.”

Despite her immersion in state poli-
tics–she works for state Senator Tony 
Navarrete–she has trouble understanding 
why climate change is a partisan issue, 
subject to conservative backlash. “It’s an 
obvious problem,” she says.

Stephanie got interested in environ-
mental issues after she decided consum-
ing animals was a bad idea six years ago 
and became a vegetarian. At Arizona State 
University she majored in political science 
but minored in sustainability. 

Now, while working full time for 
Senator Navarrete, she is working on an 
ASU master’s degree in public policy. She 
intends to complete her studies in spring 
2021.

While an undergraduate student, 
Stephanie was in a class with Professor 
Amanda McCoy, who told her about 
Chapter Director Sandy Bahr’s opening 
for an internship. She applied and was ac-
cepted. She got a taste of the 2018 Legis-
lature, “hands on.”

Sandy inspired Stephanie and filled 
her in about the Sierra Club. “I wouldn’t 
be where I am without Sandy and the Si-
erra Club,” she says. 

For the 2019 legislative session, 
Stephanie worked for the House of Rep-
resentatives as a policy intern. She hopes 
to keep working at the Capitol, continu-
ing to put her public policy skills and ex-
pertise to work. 

A native of Morelos State in Mexico, 
Stephanie has lived in Phoenix since the 
age of 8. She is a U.S. citizen. 

With work and school, Stephanie 
has a full plate. She has enough time to 

Sierra Club Wins Border Wall Case, but New 
Walls Continue Pending SCOTUS

Written by Keith Bagwell, 
Energy Chair

Stephanie Vázquez. Courtesy of Stephanie Vázquez.

take care of her three dogs and squeeze in 
hikes, when the mercury is below triple 
figures. And to serve effectively on the 
Chapter Executive Committee, where her 
work is helpful and much appreciated.  

The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled on June 26 that the administra-
tion’s attempt to circumvent Congress 
and transfer $2.5 billion in military pay 
and pension funds for border wall con-
struction is unlawful. The ruling came in 

Written by Dan Millis
Borderlands Program Manager

a lawsuit, Sierra Club v. Trump, filed by 
the American Civil Liberties Union on 
behalf of the Sierra Club and Southern 
Border Communities Coalition. See the 
decision here.

Unfortunately, last year the Supreme 
Court stepped in after our similar vic-

tory at the District Court level, 
issuing a “stay” against the injunc-
tion that we won. This allowed the 
bulldozers to resume their destruc-
tion, which will continue until the 
Supreme Court acts. Walls will 
continue to be imposed until the 
Supreme Court’s “stay” is lifted.

Because of the waiver of laws 
and because Congress granted the 
Trump administration  billions for 
this racist wall, projects being built 
with Congressionally-approved 
funds will also continue moving 
forward. These projects are mostly 
in the Rio Grande Valley of South 
Texas, where many traditional In-
digenous lands, wildlife refuges, 
and private properties are being 
seized by the administration right 
now in order to impose more walls.

However, there is a bit of good 
news from the Supreme Court: the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals (DACA) program can remain 

in place, providing DACA recipients 
and their families with temporary relief 
from the inhumane practices of family 
separation, detention, and deportation. 

Cristina Jiménez of United We Dream 
says, “Immigrant youth can rejoice know-
ing that Trump’s attempts to strip them of 
their ability to work and protections from 
deportation have failed. The Supreme 
Court’s decision on DACA solidifies what 
we’ve known all along: Trump’s cruel de-
cision to end DACA was motivated by 
his and Stephen Miller’s white suprema-
cist plans to deport all immigrants.”

To sign up for the e-newsletter, send 
an email with your full name and 
membership ID (8-digit number 
found on your mailing label) to Canyo-
nEchoESub@gmail.com. You will re-
ceive an email when the new issues 

become available online.

Electronic Newsletter

Do you have something to share with 
our Publications Committee? Please 
consider sending a letter to the editor 
at lydia.wilson@sierraclub.org. (Note: 

not all letters will be printed).

Letters to the Editor

By Dan Millis
Thomas & Barbara Sherman
Julianne Simpson
Barbara Sinyella
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Michael Tamarack
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Micael  Vicars Harris
Janice Walker
Patricia Walker
Betty Walker
James & Judy Walsh
Edgar Walter
Barbara Warren
Christine Warsaw
Elizabeth Weaver
Meg Weesner
Melinda Weisser-Lee
Richard Welling
Gene Wendt
Jarrell Wicker
Walt Wictor
Carla Williams
Cathy Williams
Hugh Wilson
Melanie Winans
Gerald Wooldridge
Tanya Wyman
Donna Yoder
Marie Yonkers

Summer 2020

https://www.aclu.org/legal-document/sierra-club-v-trump-opinion


8	 Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter

http://sierraclub.org/arizona

Sierra Club Volunteers Travel to Washington D.C. for Equity Workshop

By Jasmine Angulo

To speak out against injustice and to 
educate those around me has been my 
passion for as long as I can remember. My 
name is Jasmine Angulo, I am a 17-year-
old Mexican-American that grew up in 
Tucson. Growing up in a border town 
meant that seeing border patrol trucks 
on your block was normal; of course, 
seeing border patrol was considerably 
fear-inducing... nonetheless it was com-
pletely normal. At a young age, I quickly 

identified that this fear in the community 
shouldn’t be normalized. When my his-
tory teacher gave me an opportunity to 
lobby in Washington, D.C. against fur-
ther border wall funding, I quickly agreed 
to travel. Thanks to the Sierra Club, I was 
also able to attend a great equity work-
shop free of cost. 

The morning after arriving at the 
Capitol, I met other Sierra Club mem-
bers working together for a common goal: 
to stop border wall funding. We talked 
amongst each other listening to every-
one’s unique experiences with the border. 

We then broke out into teams and met 
with different staff members for a number 
of politicians, sharing our stories. While 
some of them weren’t even the slight-
est intrigued by what we had to say, we 
still took as much time of their day as we 
could.

This was the first time I had ever par-
ticipated in lobbying, and let me just say, 
it won’t be my last. The experience was 
empowering.

The very next day we attended an eq-
uity workshop in the Sierra Club office. 
While the workshop was based on work-
place dynamics within various Sierra Club 
offices, I still took away many lessons. I 
was not only able to interact with people 
of color in the nonprofit world, but I was 
also able to interact with allies of commu-
nities of color. This was overall a positive 
experience. I love that the Sierra Club is 
working hard to create a space that both 
protects the environment and its people.

On the last day, I was able to visit 
multiple museums, one of them being the 
National Museum of African American 
History and Culture. I didn’t feel com-
fortable speaking about my experience go-
ing to D.C. without speaking about what 
is going on right now. As I walked down 

Jasmine is a student at 
Changemaker High School in Tucson

the halls and read through the exhibits, 
I found myself on the brink of tears. I 
couldn’t fathom how horribly my Black 
brothers and sisters have been treated in 
a country that intentionally displaced 
their ancestors from their country only to 
be exploited and abused in this country. 
Near the end of the museum exhibits, so-
cial justice progress in the United States 
was highlighted but there is still so much 
work to do. Especially when most of the 
oppression people of color face is in the 
very institutions that should serve them.

Overall, my biggest takeaway from 
this trip was, we still have a lot of work to 
do and we are capable of bringing about 
change. I was able to see people from dif-
ferent backgrounds, gather together with 
a common goal, and address it politically. 
People from all over the country came to-
gether to learn more about how to create 
a more equitable workspace. Now more 
than ever we need that same unity to cre-
ate change for our people that are hurting 
the most. Now more than ever we need 
to have empathy. Now more than ever we 
need to fight for our black brothers and 
sisters and our environment.   
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Photo courtesy of Jasmine Angulo.
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Show up & Donate
If  you are able to, make the effort to seek out and attend city council meetings, protests, demonstrations, 
and other calls to action, many of  which are being conducted virtually right now. Please remember to wear 
your mask, maintain social distance, and follow guidance for any activities that are not virtual.   

The best way to find these events is by following local groups hosting opportunities for action. You can 
show support and see happenings by following them on social media, subscribing to their newsletters, or 
tracking state-wide calendars such as blogforarizona.net/calendar. Keep reading to find local groups we 
suggest following or supporting via a financial contribution if  you have the ability to do so. 

Educate Yourself
Institutionalized racism makes it harder for BIPOC to access affordable hous-
ing, education opportunities, health care, food, clean, safe environments, and 
more. The deeply-rooted, ugly reality of white supremacy can be difficult for 
us to fully comprehend and uncomfortable for us to face. It is necessary for 
us to address these challenging feelings head on and to confront our own in-
ternal biases that can form when living in a nation where white supremacy has 
thrived. 

If  you’re looking for somewhere to start, we recommend this reading list 
by Business Insider: “22 books on race and white privilege that will show 
you what’s really happening in America right now.”

One standout book from this list is White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism by 
Robin DiAngelo. To quote  Ms. DiAngelo, “I repeat: stopping our racist patterns must be more impor-
tant than working to convince others that we don’t have them. We do have them, and BIPOC already 
know we have them; our efforts to prove otherwise are not convincing. An honest accounting of  these 
patterns is no small task given the power of  white fragility and white solidarity, but it is necessary.”

Speak out
Hold your friends, family, and community accountable. Refuse to tolerate racism and micro-aggres-
sions, which are defined as actions that include indirect, subtle, or unintentional discrimination against 
members of  a marginalized group. Black, Indigenous and People of  Color have been speaking out 
about racism for hundreds of  years. It is past time for white people to speak up in the fight for justice. 
It’s ok if  you’re uncomfortable–keep going and growing. There are a multitude of  educational tools 
that can help you in these conversations, including the digital resource guide “Talking About Race,” 
published by the National Museum of  African American History and Culture. Being a good ally is a 
constant learning process that requires us to be brave in defending what’s right.

Listen
Listen to BIPOC and believe their experiences. Respect their perspectives and be grateful that they are 
willing to share when it could feel painful or laborious for them to speak on racial justice matters. Be 
open to changing your mind and opinions when presented with new information. Be open to changing 
your behavior that you may not have realized was problematic. Put your ego away and hold the greater 
good above all else.

Resources & Actions

Sierra Club in Solidarity with the Movement for Black Lives
Racial Justice 

Groups to Support
Sierra Club released the following statement: “It is important right now to focus on sharing and uplift-
ing voices for racial justice, especially the voices of  Black, Indigenous and People of  Color (BIPOC) 
in our communities. We ask our White colleagues to listen and hear, and not speak for, but instead 

center the voices of  those experiencing racism.”

Arizona: 
Arizona Center For Empowerment

Arizona Dream Act Coalition 
Chispa Arizona

Living United for Change in Arizona (LUCHA) 
Mass Liberation Arizona
Mi Familia Vota Arizona

Poder In Action
One Arizona

Phoenix: 
Black Lives Matter Phoenix Metro

Black People’s Justice Fund
Black Phoenix Organizing Collective

Puente Human Rights Movement
Trans Queer Pueblo

Tucson: 
Tucson Second Chance Community Bail Fund 

Black Lives Matter Tucson 
People’s Defense Initiative

Nationwide: 
Advancement Project

Black Lives Matter
ColorofChange.org
DoSomething.org

NAACP
National Urban League

Race Forward 
Race Matters Institute

Southern Poverty Law Center

*These are only a few of the groups working to promote
equity and justice and to dismantle racism

Summer 2020

http://blogforarizona.net/calendar
https://www.businessinsider.com/books-white-privilege-novels-racism-antiracism-black-scholars-2020-6?r=raceeducation-lp
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race
https://www.empoweraz.org/
https://www.facebook.com/theadac/
https://chispaaz.org/
https://luchaaz.org/
https://www.masslibaz.org/
https://www.mifamiliavota.org/states/arizona/
https://www.poderinaction.org/
https://onearizona.org/
https://blmphxmetro.org/
https://secure.everyaction.com/lFZFGA1BpUa9kyYYgSxSKw2
https://secure.everyaction.com/lFZFGA1BpUa9kyYYgSxSKw2
https://www.tqpueblo.org/
http://puenteaz.org/
https://watchtucson.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ALLblacklives/
https://www.peoplesdefenseinitiative.org/
https://advancementproject.org/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/
https://colorofchange.org/
https://www.dosomething.org/us
https://naacp.org/
https://nul.org/
https://www.raceforward.org/
https://viablefuturescenter.org/racemattersinstitute/
https://www.splcenter.org/
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Rising Against Injustice: Outdoors for All

Environmental justice cannot be achieved until the outdoors is 
truly a safe space for all. Studies consistently show that Black, 
Indigenous and People of  Color (BIPOC) spend time recreating outside at a rate comparable to white people. How-
ever, they are (on average) spending far less time visiting national parks, national forests, and national wildlife refuges. 
A few of  the major barriers to participation that are thought to have a part in creating this gap include affordability 
and accessibility within these spaces for low-income individuals and/or hourly workers with limited vacation time, 
and fear of  discrimination or concern for physical safety. 

The recent incidents of  Christian Cooper facing racism and harassment while bird watching, and Ahmaud Arbery 
who was murdered while jogging in his neighborhood, are horrific examples of  how much work still needs to be 
done to achieve equity in the outdoors. Sierra Club published a guide with links and educational tools on being 
anti-racist in the outdoors. Keep reading to find more resources we recommend and a list of  groups working for 
equity in the outdoors that would benefit from our support. 

Guide to Outdoor Allyship
Melanin Base Camp is a group working to increase ethnic minority and LGBTQ+ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans-
gender, Queer, Intersex, Asexual, and more) participation in the outdoors. Last year they published a Guide to 

Outdoor Allyship in which founder Danielle Williams breaks down the ways in 
which white privilege exists in nature and what we can do to address it, including 
tips on how to talk about race and take action. 

Public Lands Curriculum
The Wilderness Society and The Avarna Group recently released the curriculum 
Public Lands in the United States: Examining the past to build a more equitable future. It is 
free and available online here. This helpful guide includes  historical overviews 
regarding equity and public lands, case studies, activities, instructional materials, in-
formation on current issues, and more. 

The Grand Canyon Chapter invites you to join us in participating in these lessons via Zoom. We 
will be working on lesson 1 on July 29th at 6:30 P.M. Contact Sandy Bahr at sandy.bahr@
sierraclub.org for details.

Land Acknowledgements
Land Acknowledgements are starting to become more commonplace in the United States, but they have long been 
tradition in Australia, New Zealand, and Canada, and they have been practiced by many Indigenous communities 
for centuries. Land Acknowledgements are formal statements or other expressions that pay tribute to the original 
inhabitants of  the land. They are often practiced before gatherings and events and are intended to show respect 
for Indigenous people. These statements honor the sacred relationship between Indigenous people and land and 
can serve as a reminder of  how systemic and institutional systems of  
power and colonialism have oppressed Indigenous people. The Public 
Lands Curriculum is a great resource for learning more about Land Ac-
knowledgements, and they provide a few sample statements listed below: 

A basic land acknowledgment could include the following statements: 
• “We are on the ancestral land of  the _____________ (People).”
• “I respectfully acknowledge the __________ (People) of  __________ 
(ancestral place name), who have been here since time immemorial.”
• “We acknowledge that this is the land of  the _____________ (Peo-
ple) and perhaps others of  which we are ignorant. Indigenous Peoples
have lived, worked and traveled here since time immemorial. We are
just visitors here. We respect their communities, past, present and fu-
ture, and recognize them as the original peoples of  this land.

Equity in the Outdoors Outdoor Equity 
Groups to Support

The Black Outdoors
The Brown Ascenders

Camber Outdoors
Diversify Outdoors

Get Out Stay Out/Vamos Afuera 
GirlTrek

Greening Youth Foundation 
Latino Outdoors

Latinxhikers
Melanin Base Camp

Native Womens Wilderness 
Out There Adventures 

Outdoor Afro 
Outdoor Asian
Pride Outside

Unlikely Hikers
Venture Out Project

*These are only a few of the groups working to
promote equity and justice in the outdoors

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sfqnUr_mu9FUh4x71jZmeFdO3KrXnu0Cr9Ue58SYc7U/edit#
https://www.wilderness.org/articles/article/public-lands-united-states-curriculum
https://www.theblackoutdoors.com/
https://www.thebrownascenders.org/
https://camberoutdoors.org/
https://www.diversifyoutdoors.com/
http://vamosafuera.org/
https://www.girltrek.org/
https://gyfoundation.org/
https://latinooutdoors.org/
https://www.latinxhikers.com/
https://www.melaninbasecamp.com/
https://www.nativewomenswilderness.org/
http://www.outthereadventures.org/
https://outdoorafro.com/
https://www.outdoorasian.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PrideOutside1/
https://jennybruso.com/unlikelyhikers/
https://www.ventureoutproject.com/
https://www.melaninbasecamp.com/trip-reports/2019/7/7/mbc-guide-to-outdoor-allyship
https://www.melaninbasecamp.com/trip-reports/2019/7/7/mbc-guide-to-outdoor-allyship
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— Sergio Avila is the Southwest Local Outdoors Coordinator for Sierra Club

By Sandy Bahr

Supporting Native Communities During the Pandemic

Running for Change

On a beautiful Sunday morning in early May, I ran nine miles in a virtual running event to raise funds to aid the #HavasupaiTribe COVID-19 relief. I was in the middle of 
training for Spring races when these were postponed, cancelled, or moved to “virtual” runs, so this fundraiser presented a good opportunity to support the Tribe and continue 
my training. A few days before the run I posted details in my social media pages, I made videos and stories to ask people for their support, and I raised a total of $610 dollars. 
Later, I learned that event organizers reached $25,000, surpassing their original goal of $10K. For me it was a great 9-mile run along the Rillito River park in Tucson, I saw a 
red-tail hawk chased by a kestrel; also saw a roadrunner, cottontails, ground squirrels, and tons of lizards and birds. I finished in 1:28:48hrs and I ran one mile longer than the 
symbolic 8 miles of the virtual run. It was a beautiful morning for a meaningful run.

Even though there are similar challenges experienced by all, I have noticed stark differences in the access and procuring of financial funds to communities, for those whose 
form of helping is monetary contributions. One of the challenges is the use of digital platforms to fundraise (GoFundMe or other fundraising platforms), which is a contrast 
with Tribes in the U.S. and Mexico. In Mexico, Tribes request donors to make bank deposits, including a transaction fee. This creates a barrier for donors who can’t send funds 
easily. In contrast, the Havasupai is an example of a Tribe that is remote and isolated, yet they were able to successfully fundraise electronically, which could not be done by 
other regional Tribes like Yaqui, Seri, and Tarahumara. You have an opportunity to support the Seri Tribe relief fund by donating on this link. The Seri or Comca’ac, as they call 
themselves, live at the edge of the Sonoran Desert and the Gulf of California. Read more about their needs and how you can help, at this link.

I saw the Kahtoola Virtual Run to Benefit Havasupai Tribe COVID-19 Relief  Fund posted on Facebook and my first thought was I should share this with 
the runners that I know. As I read it and thought about it, I decided it was something I could do. I am not a runner. It turns out, however, it was an easy way to 
help and to be part of  a team, part of  a community. COVID-19 has harmed Indigenous communities disproportionately. For the Havasupai, it has meant shut-
ting down their economy. My run was slow, indoors, and with the support of  Gizmo, Luna, and Houdini, our three cats. They encouraged snacking and naps. 
Seriously, though, we all can do something. This was part of  an effort that raised more than $25,000 from people from varied backgrounds and ages. Inaction 
and silence is what hurts. Action and speaking up does not. 

This surreal global situation has put so many people in des-
perate need that it is hard to know where to focus your atten-
tion. When I found out about the plight of  the Navajo Nation, 
I decided they would be my focus. 

I had been making masks for my department at work and 
quickly discovered that my sewing machine did not like pleats. 
So, I looked online for an alternative. The bandana mask is per-
fect for me (see graphic on right). It is simple and very adjust-
able. The way the bandana is folded also means there are, in the 
end, about six layers of  cotton.

I have sent about 150 masks to date and have a neighbor 
adding to my collection. Instead of  buying material, I have been 

continued from page 1 

Mask up Arizona

— Sandy is Chapter Director

By Toni Malcolm

continued on next page
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https://comcaachealthrelieffund.weebly.com/?fbclid=IwAR3bwiq8_JJxNGZo1b01_i4iSf7Pqet_YmDUglUY7qe9vShD0fJ5-xf1XZY
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-make-cloth-face-covering.html
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Democrats in Legislative District 
(LD) 18 have a group called Dems Give 
Back (DGB) which is committed to giv-
ing back to our community. DGB is in-
volved with a variety of volunteer efforts 
including adopting local parks and sup-
porting local community organizations 
like Go With The Flow, Threadz2, Lost 
Our Home pet shelter, and the Kyrene 
Family Resource Center.

LD18 Representative Jennifer Jer-
maine, a member of Arizona’s Indigenous Peoples Caucus, worked with Sierra Club & LD18 member Rebecca 
Hinton and DGB to provide support to two Arizona Indigenous communities that have been severely impacted by 
COVID-19. Rep Jermaine worked with Tribal leaders including Representative Arlando Teller to determine how to 
best help these communities. She vetted donation links, arranged transport of donated items to Tribal distribution 
centers, and spread the word about these efforts in meetings and on social media.

LD18 DGB held two donation drives to collect items including food, water, and hygiene and cleaning products. 
In May we collected items for the Navajo Nation, and in June we collected items for the White Mountain Apache 
Tribe. DGB set up no-contact donation sites in each of the four cities in our district: Tempe, Mesa, Chandler, and 
Ahwatukee.

In addition to donating products and cash directly to the Navajo Nation and White Mountain Apache Tribe, 
LD18 held a virtual concert organized by Robert Doyle, president of Canyon Records, which raised over $4,500. 
Grammy nominee flutist Aaron White performed and shared perspectives from his Navajo-Ute heritage. 

These efforts were successful thanks to the many volunteers and community members who provided support and 
donations. 

Donate to Navajo Nation: nndoh.org/donate.html
Donate to White Mountain Apache Tribe: tinyurl.com/WMATdonate

— Toni is a volunteer with the Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter

continued from page 11

reusing cotton from unused sheets. A perfect thread count and 100 % cotton. As COVID isn’t going away 
anytime soon, my neighbor and I will continue sewing and distributing masks. It is a mindful activity and 
makes me feel I am making a contribution during this crisis, however small that contribution is.

Working Together

— Rebecca is Program Chair for the Palo Verde Group

Supporting Native Communities During the Pandemic

*Note: if you are interested in making your own masks to support Native populations, contact grand.can-
yon.chapter@sierraclub.org or leave a message at (602) 253-8633 to make arrangements.  

By Rebecca Hinton

Mask up Arizona

Photo courtesy of Rebecca Hinton.

The Sierra Club donated to the Navajo & Hopi Families COVID-19 Relief  Fund, which has now raised more 
than $5.5 million to support families struggling during the COVID19 lockdown on the Navajo Nation and Hopi. 

You can find the link to the GoFundMe campaign here: gofundme.com/f/NHFC19Relief

Help lead tHe Grand 
Canyon CHapter
You are Sierra Club

Chapter and Group executive committee elec-
tions are coming up. Become a candidate to serve on 
your group or chapter executive committee!

Candidacy isn’t about winning or losing.  It is 
about stepping up and saying I am willing to help.

No experience is necessary.  If you want to help 
create a vision, make policy, execute plans to protect 
and preserve your environment, and have fun while 
doing it, please nominate yourself. If you know of 
another good person, let us know.

Volunteer leadership positions within the 
Grand Canyon Chapter are an ideal way to deepen 
your involvement in the issues important to you, 
meet new people, learn new skills, and become a 
more active member of the Sierra Club family.

There a re m any o pportunities a nd a ctivities, 
from advocacy for air, water, and wildlife, to leading 
hikes, and more. (Look through this newsletter to 
see how other members have gotten involved.)

If you would like to learn more about what 
would be involved, please contact:

Chapter Chair Jim Vaaler at 602-553-8208 or 
jimvaaler@msn.com, or your group chair (see 
your Echo newsletter page 16), or Sandy Bahr at 
602-253-8633, sandy.bahr@sierraclub.org or 
Nomina-tions Committee Chair Ken Langton at 
520-749-3829, kplangton@msn.com.

Guidelines for chapter and group executive 
committee elections: 1) To be listed on the ballot, 
candidates must submit their names and member-
ship numbers. If you aren’t sure what your member-
ship number is, see your Canyon Echo label or con-
tact the chapter office at 602- 253- 9140. Be sure to 
include contact information with your submission.

2) Submit a candidate statement (recommend-
ed but not required) indicating the chapter or group 
executive committee for which you are running to 
sandy.bahr@ sierraclub.org and lydia.wilson@sierra-
club.org by no later than August 20, 2020. Candi-
date statements are limited to 200 words and must 
be submitted by email. You will receive acknowl-
edgement within a few days of submission. (Because 
much of the executive committee’s business is done 
by email, candidates must have email capability.)

The official ballot will appear in the Fall 2020 
Canyon Echo. So, go ahead, nominate yourself or 
someone else you think would be a good leader.

Thank you for stepping forward!

http://www.nndoh.org/donate.html
https://www.gofundme.com/f/white-mountain-apache-tribe-covid19-relief-fund?teamInvite=yhBjSlLWDIsO6FF0sz00Iy8if0CEMyLwmgIDxxGANIX5K8ux58nRevU2Ti74lfex
https://www.gofundme.com/f/NHFC19Relief
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Spotlight on Chispa Arizona: 
Climate Activists Must Join the Fight for Racial Justice

By Gloria Montaño Greene

At Chispa Arizona, we work to build 
Latino political power to fight for clean 
air and a healthier future for Arizona. 

In the last few weeks we’ve witnessed 
a global reaction to police brutality and 
the need to end systemic racism. As envi-
ronmentalists we fight corporate polluters 
and hold decision-makers accountable–
we should channel that same energy and 
strategy to end the great plague of racism.  

Our organization stands strongly 
against police brutality. We are also work-
ing to fight the environmental racism that 
manifests in the poverty, pollution, and 
health disparities impacting communities 
of color–the same communities that are 
on the frontlines of the climate crisis.

The COVID-19 crisis has exacer-
bated these existing disparities. For Black 
and Latino communi-
ties the pandemic is 
hitting families hard. 
According to research 
from the COVID 
Tracking Project, Afri-
can-American deaths 
from COVID-19 
are nearly two times 
greater than would be 
expected based on their 
share of the popula-
tion. In four states, the 
rate is three or more times greater. 

Additionally, in 42 states plus Wash-
ington D.C., Hispanics/Latinos make up a 
greater share of confirmed cases than their 
share of the population. In eight states, 
it’s more than four times greater. White 
deaths from COVID-19 are lower than 
their share of the population in 37 states 
and the District of Columbia.

Before this pandemic, studies have 
told us that Latinos and Black children 
are two to four times more likely to visit 
the emergency room for complications 
with asthma and are twice as likely to 
die from asthma as their white peers. For 
low-income communities of color, the 
inequities are even greater. Poverty, lower 

rates of insurance, historic housing dis-
crimination, and exposure to pollution 
all come together to create grave risks to 
community health and well-being.

Last month, 14-year old Chispa Ari-
zona promotora Crystal Vega testified at 
the Environmental Protection Agency. 
In her testimony, she stated: “I’m from 
Phoenix, AZ where there are millions of 
people living in low-income communities 
that are impacted by unhealthy levels of 
pollution, just like mine. In my neighbor-
hood alone, there are more concrete path-
ways than there are parks. I’m surrounded 
by industrial machines and big factories.” 

As part of an environmental move-
ment that fights to protect our future, we 
have a critical role to play. Part of that in-
cludes acknowledging the history of the 

environmental move-
ment, our lack of di-
versity, and the legacy 
of our absence in the 
fight for environmen-
tal justice. We lose on 
climate change if we 
do not proactively ad-
dress systematic rac-
ism and violence our 
Black brothers and 
sisters face every day. 
We need every voice, 

particularly those most impacted, to be 
leading the calls for change.

True environmental justice will fight 
to dismantle the systems that protect pol-
luters and oppressors. It will look like just 
transition efforts and support for working 
families and communities of color. And 
it will look like an intentional investment 
in communities and leaders on the front-
lines of the climate crisis.

There is no environmental justice 
without racial justice. 

Volunteers Enjoy Virtual Outings

Numerous Sierra Club outings had to be cancelled while we stayed at 
home to stay safe this spring. While walking in Saguaro National Park in early 
April, I enjoyed the flowers blooming and had the idea that I would advertise 
a “virtual outing” to focus on our beautiful Sonoran Desert wildflowers.

I listed the outing on Rincon Group’s MeetUp page with the explanation 
that individuals can hike on their own and in small groups of family or close 
friends, if they can do so safely, and take pictures of the flowers that they see. 
On returning, they post their best pictures to the MeetUp, and we all enjoy 
a virtual wildflower hike. The “outing” was open for about 10 days, ending 
on Earth Day, April 22. In the end about 10 people signed up for the virtual 
outing and and more than 70 photographs were contributed. Some of the best 
ones are displayed here. 

Gloria Montaño Greene is Deputy 
Director of Chispa Arizona.

True environmental 
justice will fight to 

dismantle the systems 
that protect polluters 

and oppressors.

— Gloria Montaño Greene

Top and bottom right photos by Norma Miller. Bottom left photo by Meg Weesner.

Meg is Chair of the Publications 
Committee and the Rincon Group.

By Meg Weesner

Summer 2020
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In the Face of Extreme Heat
By Leslhe Rendon

Arizona is known for its scorching 
heat and desert scenery. Our temperatures 
often reach into the 100s. It’s important 
that you stay informed of heat-related 
information to keep you and your loved 
ones safe. Not only is our health at risk 
but the environment we care so much 
about is also affected. 

According to the Arizona Depart-
ment of Health Services, between 2000–
2012, 1,535 deaths were heat related in 
the state of Arizona alone. Heat exceeds 
other natural disaster mortalities. Typical-
ly, it’s younger children and older adults 
that are more at risk. Heat exhaustion and 

heat stroke occur when you are exposed to 
extreme heat for a prolonged time. Con-
fusion, dizziness, and nausea are all symp-
toms of heat stroke. In order to prevent 
this, it’s crucial to have a plan and know 
your resources. You can use 211 Arizona 
as a resource to find more on this matter.

In recent years leaving children and 
pets in a vehicle has become a big issue–
it does not take long for cars and anyone 
in them to overheat. Remember to check 
your cars before you walk away. 

Rising temperatures are exacerbated 
by the heat-island effect which occurs 
in cities due to the excessive amounts of 

pavement, concrete, and other impervi-
ous materials that hold the heat. Heat 
islands result in much higher nighttime 
temperatures and make it more challeng-
ing to cool off after the sun goes down.

What can we do to mitigate the situ-
ation? We can drink lots of fluids and stay 
inside cool refrigerated areas as much as 
possible. Check on your loved ones to 
ensure they are staying safe during these 
rough times. If you decide to go out, do 
so early in the morning or later in the 
afternoon when temperatures are cooler. 
Limit how much you use stoves and ov-
ens as they cause houses to get warmer. 
There are organizations all over the valley 
that provide air-conditioned shelter to the 
homeless. The CDC website (CDC.gov) 
has more resources available to the public. 

When heat increases so does our en-
ergy consumption. The demand for cool-
ing services goes up by 5%. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) states 
that because we require more energy, 

more fossil fuel is burned.  This means 
that more pollutants like sulfur dioxide, 
nitrogen oxides, and mercury, as well as 
carbon dioxide are released into the air, 
contributing to acid rain, smog, and cli-
mate change.

And that’s not all that happens when 
temperatures rise. Another phenomenon 
is that our water sources temperature 
changes. Once again, the EPA explains 
how our pavements become heated and 
can elevate the temperature and amount 
of storm water. This runoff water then 
makes its way to the sewers which ends 
up in streams, rivers, and lakes. When a 
body of water has sudden increase in tem-
perature, it can cause harm to aquatic life. 
That is just one more reason to work to 
reduce climate change and urban heat ef-
fects.

Leslhe Rendon is a student at 
Maricopa Community College.

Graphic by Leslhe Rendon.

By Meg Weesner

https://211arizona.org/
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House adjourned and on the following 
Tuesday, the Senate did so as well with 
three Republicans joining all 13 Demo-
crats to provide the 16 votes needed to 
adjourn without further action on bills. 
This meant that many of the bills died 
due to lack of action in one house or the 
other. While the session was not a long 
one in actual days of action, it was long 
enough for the legislators to do harm 
and to again demonstrate they have no 
interest in taking action to protect pub-
lic health or the environment, address 
Arizona’s significant water issues, to act 
on climate, or to promote justice and 
equity. 

Two damaging bills reached Gov-
ernor Ducey’s desk and he signed them. 
That is enough for him to earn a fail-
ing grade on the 2020 report card. He 
signed HB2686, a measure that pre-
empts local action on climate change 
relative to utilities within cities and 
counties. The Governor also signed 
HB2749 which allows any data collect-
ed about endangered species on private 
lands to be kept from the public.

A big issue again this year was the 
attack on democracy: voter suppres-
sion and efforts to make it even more 
difficult to put a measure on the ballot 
through the initiative process. Most of 
these bills died due to the abbreviated 
session. 

This year’s report card split even 
more along partisan lines than last year’s 
report card with all Republicans receiv-
ing a failing grade, including Governor 
Doug Ducey. Several members received 
lower grades due to missed votes, but 
the failing grades were due primarily 
to partisan votes in favor of weakening 
water laws, anti-democracy measures, 
and a bill to keep information from the 
public regarding endangered species.

— Sandy is Chapter Director

continued from page 3

2020 Environmental 
Report Card

In Memorium 

Scott Mittelsteadt
 a warrior for 

wildlife

Please see the last 
(Spring 2020) 

issue of Canyon 
Echo for our 

memorial piece 
remembering 

Scott. 

Tom Lazelle, a passionate advocate
 

Written by Kathy Roediger, Sierra Club volunteer

When I was on the Chapter Ex Comm about 
15–20 years ago we held a weekend quarterly 
meeting at Brown Canyon in the Buenos 
Aires National Wildlife Refuge.  We used 
the ranch house and there were several bed-
rooms and balconies that folks could share 
or you could sleep outside if  you preferred.  
The first night we could hear a mountain 
lion scream somewhere nearby, so most of  
us decided to sleep inside. Not Tom. He just 
spread his sleeping bag near the ranch house 
and slept under the stars.  He was up and hik-
ing around before most of  us rose.  

Tom was really involved with the Sierra Club 
and volunteered for many different events 
and issues.  But above all he was a nice guy.  I 
mentioned once that I wanted to plant some 
native trees around the condo complex I lived 
in and the next thing I knew, he brought me 
six tree seedlings–three palo verde and three 
mesquite.  He had started them himself  from 
his own trees.  I ended up planting some 
where I live, but gave one to each of  three 
other friends.  So Tom’s trees now reside in 
Phoenix, Tempe and Chandler Heights–they 
are still going strong.  

Pima County Supervi-
sor Richard Elias was 
a consummate politi-
cian, but of  the type 
there are far too few: 
he was a steadfast and 
consistent progressive 
who strove mightily 
for social, economic, 
and environmental 
justice for all, includ-
ing immigrants and se-
verely disadvantaged. 

He was a champion of  the environment, ensuring that Pima County’s 
landmark Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan was fully implemented 
and strictly enforced. He fought for full adherence to the Clean Wa-
ter Act, including its all-important protection for usually dry tributary 
waterways that feed our desert rivers. He testified in the U.S. Senate 
on that issue. 

He detested and fought the proposed Rosemont Mine. His opposi-
tion to the border wall, on environmental and human-rights grounds, 
was fervent. He ensured that the Tohono O’odham Nation and the 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe were consulted and supported on issues that 
crossed artificial boundaries to impact them.

 Richard Elias was a unique and remarkably good politician. He is 
sorely missed.

Richard Elías, Chair of the Pima County Board of 
Supervisors, advocate for social & environmental justice

Written by Keith Bagwell, Energy Chair

Tom Lazelle (left) volunteering at a tabling event.

Summer 2020
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Happenings Around the State
The Grand Canyon Chapter is made up of five groups and one conservation 
committee. All events and meetings listed below are open to members inter-
ested in learning more about Sierra Club. Schedules are subject to change. 

You can find out more at http://www.sierraclub.org/arizona/events-activities. 

(x) Group ExCom members

Rincon Group (Tucson)
http://sierraclub.org/arizona/rincon

Chair: Meg Weesner (x) 520-576-2083 mweesner@att.net
Treasurer: Ken Bierman 520-882-2708 kbierman1@gmail.com
Conservation: Keith Bagwell (x) 520-623-0269 kbagwell50@gmail.com
Energy: Russell Lowes (x) 520-321-3670 russlowes@gmail.com
Membership: Thomas Hatfield (x) thomas.hatfield@gmail.com
Outings: Mitch Stevens 520-991-1199 mitchstevens@stevenslloydgroup.com
ICO: Al Bellavia AlBellavia@hotmail.com
Newsletter: Joy Herr-Cardillo 520-622-1752 joiellen@cox.net
Ex-Com (At-Large): Marie Swanson (x) 520-977-0678 gleemarie@icloud.com
Ex-Com (At-Large): Samira Farwaneh (x) samirafarwaneh3@gmail.com
Ex-Com (At-Large): Oscar Medina (x) 520-903-8005 oscarmedinagomez@gmail.com

Saguaro Group (North Maricopa County)
http://sierraclub.org/arizona/saguaro

Palo Verde Group (Phoenix)
http://sierraclub.org/arizona/palo-verde

Chair: Kathy Mohr-Almeida (x) 480-329-8503 kathylynn626@yahoo.com
Vice-Chair: Chris Gehlker (x) 602-370-0128 canyonrat@icloud.com
Secretary: Bettina Bickel (x) 602-246-5739 bbickel08@gmail.com
Treasurer: Jerry Nelson 602-550-0282 peakbagger2@gmail.com
Outings/Wilderness: Jim Vaaler (x) 602-553-8208 jimvaaler@msn.com
ICO: Lisa Vaaler 602-468-4158 lvaaler1@gmail.com
Conservation: Don Steuter (x) 602-956-5057 dsteuter@hotmail.com
Programs: Rebecca Hinton (x) 602-405-1779 rahinton@hotmail.com
Ex-Com (At-Large): Tom Krepitch (x) 602-625-2087 tkrepitch@cox.net
Ex-Com (At-Large): Korey Hjelmier (x) 480-734-0926 khjelmeir@hotmail.com
Membership: Jim Dublinski (x) 480-532-2285 jdublinski@icloud.com

Flagstaff-Northern AZ Group
http://sierraclub.org/arizona/plateau

Chair: Joe Shannon (x) 928-380-9537 jshannon278@gmail.com
Secretary: Amelia Hirsch (x) amelia.josephine.h@gmail.com
Treasurer: Marcia Burns (x) 928-853-3132 swtropics@yahoo.com
Policy: Carie Steele 217-778-8457 steeleca@gmail.com
Conservation: Bob Baldwin (x) 928-607-7256 rtbatlmm@gmail.com
Outings: Debbie McMahon (x) 928-707-0610 debbie_dsb@hotmail.com
Wildlife: Kay Bordwell 928-779-3517 kbordwell4@gmail.com
Publications: Sarah King 602-576-6054 garbageldy@hotmail.com

Virtual Flagstaff Group programs are held via Zoom Meeting from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on the 
second Thursday of the month. There will be no July meeting. Contact Joe Shannon for more 
information about events in Flagstaff/Northern AZ.  

Yavapai Group (Prescott)
http://sierraclub.org/arizona/yavapai

Virtual Yavapai Group Executive Committee Meetings will be held  on the first Wednesday 
of each month at 6 p.m. All members are encouraged to attend and participate in 
our discussions and planning decisions about our local issues. For more information 
contact Gary Beverly.

For information about Saguaro Group events, contact Sally Howland.

Chair/Web: Gary Beverly (x) 928-308-1003 gbverde@cableone.net
Vice-Chair/Conservation: Tom Slaback (x) 928-778-4233 theprescottkid@cableone.net
Secretary/Outings: Jenny Cobb (x) 928-925-1320 cobbsrun@msn.com
Treasurer: Joe Zarnoch (x) 928-273-9092 sjzar2@gmail.com
At-Large: Stephen Cook (x) 575-418-9027 scook@projectworldview.org

Chair: Doug Murphy (x) 602-329-3690 dbmurphy@cox.net
Vice-Chair: Jo Sylvester (x) 602-292-6806 stitchinjo@yahoo.com
Secretary/Programs: Sally Howland (x) 602-663-2889 sally_howland@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Peter Weinelt (x) 623-388-2209 vitalpaw@yahoo.com
Outings: Bev Full (x) 480-221-2554 bfull@cox.net
Membership: Sue Barsky (x) 623-561-2514 sue.barsky@dvusd.org
Service Projects: Urb Weidner (x) 602-300-8505 northwoods@cox.net
Agua Fria NM Liason: Ehrick Howland 602-663-4479 ehrick3@hotmail.com
Programs: Harry Lumley 480-474-4993 lumleyhw@gmail.com

For information about activities in the Sedona/Verde Valley area, contact Brian Myers.

Sedona/Verde Valley Conservation Committee
http://www.reliablescribe.com/svvg

Conservation Leader: Brian Myers 928-300-7734 ibisalliance@gmail.com

Palo Verde group programs are on the fourth Thursday every month at 6:30 p.m. 
Meetings will be held virtually via Zoom and are open to the public. Contact Rebecca 
Hinton for more information, or check https://www.meetup.com/paloverdegroup/

The Rincon Group Conservation Committee meets at 6 p.m. in the first floor conference 
room of the Historic YWCA, 738 N. Fifth Avenue, in Tucson. The Rincon Group Executive 
Committee meets at the end of the Conservation Committee meetings, at about 7:15 
p.m. The meetings are open to the public. Sierra Club members, in particular, are urged to 
participate in the Conservation Committee meetings. The meeting dates this quarter are 
Thursday, August 27, and Thursday, September 24. Please join us! NOTE: If the coronavirus 
prevents in-person meetings on these dates, they will be on Zoom.

Rincon Group programs are from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of the month, 
except for a July and August break. They are at the Ward 3 Tucson City Council Office, 
1510 E. Grant Road. They are free and open to the public. Refreshments served. NOTE: If 
gathering is not possible at this time due to the coronavirus, the program will be electronic 
and call in, probably on Zoom.

Thursday, September 10. The 2020 Legislature - Lasting Harm from a Short Session. Join 
the Rincon Group and Grand Canyon Chapter director Sandy Bahr to learn more about the 
2020 legislative session and the bills the governor signed to preempt local climate action 
and promote secrecy for important endangered species data. Find out about water bills 
that would have helped better protect rivers and streams, but were never heard, and the 
measures that we helped defeat that would have suppressed voter turnout, weakened 
Clean Elections, and made ballot measures more difficult. Most of all, join us in sharing 
good company and ways we can all work together to ensure a better brighter future for all 
Arizonans.

For information about Rincon Group events, contact Meg Weesner.




