
LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD 
Key Votes from the 2013-2016 Sessions of the Kansas Legislature  

DOES YOUR LEGISLATOR PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT? 

This Legislative Scorecard details the voting record on critical environmental issues of all current Kansas state 
legislators who have filed for 2016 election. This scorecard reflects one way to evaluate your legislators’ 
performance to protect the environment of Kansas.  Much of the work concerning bills and amendments is 
done in committee and many important bills never make it to the House or Senate floor for a vote.  
 

The Kansas Sierra Club encourages you to copy this scorecard and distribute it widely. 
Visit kansas.sierraclub.org for an electronic version. 

 
 
 

Kansas Environmental Champions 

Kansas Environment Losers 
 



BILL DESCRIPTIONS AND VOTES 
 

FOOD & AGRICULTURE 

1.  SB 314, Extending the Local Food & Farm Task Force: SB 
314 extended the Local Food and Farm Task Force for the goal to 
further understand and enhance the opportunities of local food 
markets and growers in Kansas. Passed the House 93-30 on 
3/23/2016.. SUPPORT 

ENERGY 
 

2.  S Sub for HB 2014, Repealing the Renewable Energy Act: 
Senate Sub. for HB 2014 would have repealed the Renewable 
Energy Standards Act, which provides in statute that the net 
renewable generation capacity must constitute at least a certain 
percentage of a utility’s peak demand by a certain date (10% by 
2015; 15% by 2019; and 20%by 2020).  Bill died in House on an 
initial 51-71 vote on 3/26/2014. OPPOSE 
 
3.  H Sub for SB 91, Renewable Portfolio Standards:  House 
Sub. for SB 91 replaces the renewable energy portfolio 
requirements with a voluntary renewable energy goal, reduces the 
lifetime property tax exemption to ten years for new renewable 
resources after December 31, 2016. The bill passed the House, 
105-16, on 5/14/2015, and passed 35-3 in the Senate later in the 
day.  Governor Brownback approved the bill on 5/28/2015. 
OPPOSE 
 

4.  S Sub for HB 2482, Creating the Energy Efficiency 
Investment Act: This bill would allow electric utilities to design 
energy efficiency programs for their customers and recoup costs 
via customer rates. Passed the House on 4/3/2014 by a vote of 99-
25. Signed into law by Governor Brownback on 4/16/2014. 
SUPPORT 
 
5.  HCR 5014, Supporting Keystone XL Pipeline: This 
concurrent resolution urged approval of the Presidential Permit 
application allowing construction of the TransCanada Keystone 
XL Pipeline. Passed in the House on 3/26/2013 with a vote 112-
11.  Passed the Senate, 38-2, on 2/27/2014. OPPOSE 
 
6.  SB 318, Abolishing KETA & Efforts on Clean Power Plan: 
This bill eliminated the governmental advisory committee on 
transmission planning as well as forbids the state from working on 
a compliance plan to meet state reductions in carbon emissions 
among the electric sector.  The bill passed the House 98-26 on 
3/24/2016 and the Senate 39-1 on 4/28/2016.  The bill was then 
signed into law by Governor Brownback on 5/6/2016.  OPPOSE 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

WATER 
 

7.  H Sub for SB 337, Penalty for Failure to Report Water Use: 
This legislation aims to reign in water users to violate law by 
failing to report their annual water consumption. Passed in the 
Senate 39-1 on 4/30/2016, and cleared the House 95-21 the day 
before.  Approved by Governor Brownback on 5/9/2016.. 
SUPPORT 
 

MONITORING TOXICS 
 

8.  HB 2551, Environmental Regulation: HB 2551 repeals the 
regulation of PCB disposal facilities and eliminates the 
atmospheric mercury deposition network. Passed the House 105-
17 on 5/2/2014.  Approved by Governor Brownback on 5/12/2014. 
OPPOSE 

TRANSPORTATION 
 
9.  Sub for HB 2451, Increasing Fees on Electric Vehicles: This 
bill raised registration fees for electric vehicles. Passed the House 
on 4/3/2014 by a vote of 94-30. Signed into law by Governor 
Brownback on 4/17/2014.  OPPOSE 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

WHAT IS THE SIERRA CLUB? 

Since 1892, the Sierra Club has been working to 
protect communities, wild places, and the planet 
itself. We are the largest and most influential 
grassroots environmental organization in the 
United States. Run democratically by our 650,000 
plus members, the Sierra Club has sixty-four 
chapters, including the Kansas Chapter, and 
hundreds of local groups including five in Kansas. 

You can join the Sierra Club at 
www.sierraclub.org or by calling 415-977-5653. 

To learn about the Sierra Club Kansas Chapter call 
us at 913-299-4474 or write us at 
www.Kansas.sierraclub.org 

 



  

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTES

D1 Jerry Henry 

R40 Rick Billinger

R7 Barbara Bollier

R39 John Doll

Key:  + = pro-environmental vote ,  

         -  = anti-environmental vote,  

  Blank = Didn’t vote.



SENATE VOTES
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Key:  + = pro-environmental vote ,  -  = anti-environmental 
vote,  Blank = Didn’t vote or wasn’t around.  

ENERGY 
5.  SB 82, Renewable Portfolio Standards:  SB 82 would have delayed the renewable energy portfolio requirements. The bill died in the 
Senate on a 17-23 vote on 2/28/2013. OPPOSE 
 

6. Sub for SB 91, Renewable Portfolio Standards:  House Sub. for SB 91 replaces the renewable energy portfolio requirements with a 
voluntary renewable energy goal, reduces the lifetime property tax exemption to ten years for new renewable resources after December 31, 
2016. The bill passed the House, 105-16, on 5/14/2015, and passed 35-3 in the Senate later in the day.  Governor Brownback approved the 
bill on 5/28/2015. OPPOSE 
 

7. HCR 5014, Supporting Keystone XL Pipeline: This concurrent resolution urged approval of the Presidential Permit application allowing 
construction of the TransCanada Keystone XL Pipeline. Passed in the House on 3/26/2013 with a vote 108-11.  Passed the Senate, 38-2, on 
2/27/2014. OPPOSE 

 

8. SB 318, Abolishing KETA & Efforts on Clean Power Plan: This bill eliminated the governmental advisory committee on transmission 
planning as well as forbids the state from working on a compliance plan to meet state reductions in carbon emissions among the electric 
sector.  The bill passed the House 98-26 on 3/24/2016 and the Senate 39-1 on 4/28/2016.  The bill was then signed into law by Governor 
Brownback on 5/6/2016.  OPPOSE 
 

WATER 
9.  S Sub for HB 2059: This bill would have created an application fee for water that otherwise would leave the state.  The bill failed the 
Senate 17-22 on 4/29/2016.  OPPOSE 

LAND & WILDLIFE PROTECTION 
1. SB 323, Limiting Conservation Easements: SB 323 
would have amended conservation easements to eliminate 
permanent land protection of private property. SB 323 failed 
16-23 in the Senate on 4/4/2014. OPPOSE 
 

2. SR 1711, Opposing the BlackFooted Ferret Safe 
Harbor Agreement: This resolution opposed a federal 
program to reestablish a once prairie native mammal, the 
blackfooted ferret.  The resolution passed the Senate 31-9 on 
2/20/2013.  OPPOSE 
 

FOOD & AGRICULTURE 
 

3. SB 380, Local Food & Farm Task Force: SB 380 
established the Local Food and Farm Task Force for the goal 
to understand and enhance the opportunities of local food 
markets and growers in Kansas. Passed the Senate 28-12 on 
3/19/2014. SUPPORT 
 
4. SB 168, Limiting Nuisance protections against CAFOs: 
SB 168 lessens nuisance actions relating to farmland and 
agricultural activities in thestate.  Specifically, the bill 
reduced compensatory damages and allows expansion of the 
scope of agricultural practices without losing protection from 
nuisance actions.  The bill passed the House on 110-12 on 
4/4/2013, and won in the Senate on a 34-5 vote on 4/5/2013.  
Governor Brownback signed the bill into law on 4/16/2013.. 
OPPOSE 


