Team Leaders – This is the template questionnaire for all Supervisor, City Council and District races.  Each Team has the ability to tailor this template to the particular race you are working on.  Instructions on how to edit this template are in italics.  Please follow the instructions and then delete all the italic instructions prior to sending the questionnaire to your candidates.  Blank underline sections are to be filled in with the name of the race you are working on.  Then remove the underline prior to sending out the questionnaire.

Team Leaders if you are confused, call me and I will walk you through modifying this template for your race.  Ann Schneider at 650 697-6249 or Ann.Schneider@lomaprieta.sierraclub.org.

2011 Sierra Club, Loma Prieta Chapter

Candidate Questionnaire for Supervisor/City Council/ Board of xyz 


Candidate Information

Name:

Campaign manager & Office Address:

Election ID (FPPC):

Phone: (including a phone number where candidate can be reached quickly rather than just the campaign office phone number.)

Fax

Email:

Website:

Please Send a JPEG photo of candidate:  Send it to Team Leader Email Address &Political@lomaprieta.sierraclub.org
Are you a Sierra Club member?  (NOTE: membership is not required for endorsement.)  (SCC asks us for this info. It also tells us if the candidate is at all familiar with the Club and the Chapter.)

Helpful Hints for completing this questionnaire: We are looking for what you actually accomplished.  For example, were you were a member of elected body during the process of xyz or did you shepherd the issue through the process.  Please describe how YOU moved an issue through a process to success.

 Team Leader/Member & insert Team Leader or Team Member’s email address.  Then the Team Leader/Member will forward the jpeg file to the Leadership Team member who is coordinating the Loma Prietan and website content.  For the 2010 General Election Endorsement Issue that person is John Cordes and the email address is Political@lomaprieta.sierraclub.org  If you have questions on photographs and endorsement articles contact John at 650-288-9645.  We ask that you get the candidates to send jpegs as part of completing the questionnaire due to the short processing time between approvals of endorsements and getting the endorsement issue of our newsletter to the printer. Please do not embed the photos in the Recommendation form.  We need them in separate jpeg files high resolution to give to the Loma Prietan layout person.  Thanks.

Questionnaire (Candidates, please provide explanations with your answer.)

STANDARD QUESTIONS (FOR ALL RACES) – This section is the same for every race and they are the same as the three questions the League of Conservation Voters requires (#1-2 and sort of like their # 3).  The next set of questions is based on National; State Sierra Club and Loma Prieta Chapter conservation priorities.

1. The club considers your past record as the best indicator of your future action for the environment. What have you done, especially in a community leadership context, to protect natural resources and the environment?


2. What do you regard as the major environmental and conservation issues facing the City/Town/Enviro District and the Bay Area as a whole?  


The Sierra Club and the Loma Prieta Chapter care about a range of environmental issues and each year we prioritize issues that are the most critical for our area. The following questions are based on these priorities.

Climate Change 

1.  Where do you see your city meeting AB32 and SB375 goals and what issues would you resolve to get there?




Green Building

2. What more can be done to ensure that all new construction and remodeling incorporate green building principles? How would you go about it?

Land use, Transportation & Transit Oriented Development 

3. Cities throughout the Bay Area need to provide adequate homes and jobs as part of being sustainable. Greenhouse gasses are primarily a result of the use of private automobiles for commuting as well as errands. One of the best ways to create healthier communities is to ensure that new development is transit-oriented and designed to create safe neighborhoods where people can walk or bike. Do you support the creation of downtown and transit hub specific plans that zone for building heights sufficient to generate significant economic value that will benefit your entire community?

Open Space & Urban Recreation – Access to Nature

4. In these tough economic times parks and open space are affordable ways for residents to spend their leisure time. However, these conditions also make maintenance a challenge. How will you ensure that residents in your city will have access to safe and enjoyable parks and open space? 




Water Conservation & Recycling, Rivers & Creeks

5. What do you recommend be done to better manage the water supply and demand in your city?

Zero Waste and Extended Producer Responsibility

6. Methane from landfills is the largest anthropogenic source of this powerful greenhouse gas.  How will you take the leadership role in getting all organics from residential and commercial sources in your insert your city removed from landfills and sent to appropriate composting or anaerobic digestion facilities as an immediate climate change action?  What will you get your insert your city to do to stop all plastic waste from entering our creeks, the bay and the ocean?
Campaign Reform
 
8. If voluntary fundraising and campaign spending limits apply in your election, would you participate?  Why or Why Not?   

Race Specific Questions 9-10.  You can add up to 3 City or Race specific questions.  Remember to keep at least one question specific to your race for the oral interview phase of the endorsement process.  We can share the responses to the written questionnaire with other groups so put the most important questions into the written questionnaire.  We do not share the responses given at the interviews, as they are more subjective. Delete this paragraph after adding any race specific questions.

9

10.


Campaign Readiness – This is a must for all races.

1. Tell us about your campaign readiness, including funding, volunteers, and organization.  Please bring examples of your prior and current campaign literature.

2. Please list your endorsements.  If they are on your website – please just insert your URL.

3. Please include below an exact copy of your ballot statement as submitted to the County at filing.  
End of Questionnaire
�Given that we support infill, I think having something like the question I propose is needed. It is one of the most important needs to be maintained as our cities grow. New development is an ideal source for funding through impact fees and/or benefit assessments.


�Why do we have this question? Is it necessary (e.g. Sierra Club law?) If not, then omit it.





