To: Chapter Political Chairs

From: Sierra Club California staff and Legislative Committee

Date:  October 26, 2011
Re: CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STATE LEGISLATURE, 2011-12
The following is a list of questions that Chapters can use for candidate questionnaires for state Assembly and Senate races.

You probably will want to limit your questionnaires to approximately ten questions.  Within that ten, you may want to include some questions about local issues.  Feel free to use any of the below that you think are relevant, or to tailor them to fit your local issues (but please remember that candidates for state office should be asked primarily about state issues, not about decisions that are made at the local or national levels).  We recommend using the first question, or something similar to it, in all candidate questionnaires.

Other recommendations:

References with telephone numbers help to do follow up research so that you can verify claims from candidates you do not know.
Ask the candidate to sign the responses, to prevent backing away from it in future.

If you have any questions, please contact: Kathryn Phillips at 916-557-1100, ext. 102.
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STATE LEGISLATURE, 2011-12
1. Please describe your public service record on environmental issues.
2. What do you anticipate will be the three most important environmental issues you will face if elected, and what actions do you propose to take to address them?
3. During the 2011 legislative session, rhetoric suggesting that environmental regulation, including environmental review, stands in the way of job creation in this state was promoted by a number of legislative leaders, including some who have supported environmental laws in the past. What do you view as the role of environmental review and environmental regulation? Are good jobs and environmental protection at odds? What role do you anticipate you would play in the jobs vs. environment discussion at the legislature?
4. What are the major policies the state should adopt to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, as required by the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006? 
5. New multi-residential buildings like apartments and condominium towers built in this state are not required to provide water meters or sub-meters for each unit. As a result, these dwellers are not given a price signal to encourage water conservation. Does the legislature have a role to play in ensuring that a household is encouraged to conserve water? Would you support legislation requiring new apartment buildings or condominiums to provide water meters or submeters for each individual unit? 
6. The Department of Parks & Recreation relies on money from the general fund to cover its costs and operations.  The 2011-2012 state budget bill package passed by the legislature and signed into law by the Governor cut $22 million from the parks budget, and the Department has proposed closing 70 state parks. Would you support raising new revenue—including fees and taxes--to keep the parks open? What other options do you support to keep the parks open?
7. What measures should the state take to address solid and toxic wastes? Do you support:  requiring producers to take responsibility for their products at the end of their lives? Increasing the requirements for recycling of solid waste? What is your position on technologies that heat garbage to high temperatures in order to generate energy?
8. The “Polluter Pays” principle holds that those who damage our air, water, and land should pay the costs of mitigating that damage. Do you believe that California’s environmental protection policies should adhere to the “Polluter Pays” principle?
9. Environmental justice can be defined as the fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, nationalities and incomes with respect to environmental laws and policies. What can and should the legislature do to support environmental justice and ensure that segments of our population are not disproportionately impacted by pollution?   
10. Public transit agencies that run buses, light rail and subways, have been hard hit by the economic downturn as local and state governments have reduced transit support to pay for other services. Routes have been cut, drivers and conductors and mechanics have been laid off, and systems around the state have become less reliable. What can and should the legislature do to respond to this problem? Would you support legislation that would allow local entities to place a local gas tax increase on the ballot to support transit? Would you support legislation that would allow more tolling on local and state roads if collected toll revenue was dedicated to transit improvements?
11. Should California set aside additional open space and undeveloped wildlands for recreational and wildlife needs? If so, how should such preservation be funded and managed?
12. The California Department of Fish and Game has been chronically underfunded for decades even as the agency’s responsibilities have increased. There are currently about 300 fees upon which the agency depends for a portion of its funding. A blue ribbon task force is currently studying ways to make the agency work better and have adequate funding. What are your ideas for improving the Department of Fish and Game’s funding stream? What should the agency’s primary role or roles be?
13. Throughout California, commercial forest land is being removed from timber production and converted to vineyards and commercial and housing developments.  This loss of forest fragments the landscape and removes important habitat, degrades water quality, and contributes to global warming by eliminating carbon storage capacity.  What do you view as appropriate state actions to address forest conversions to other uses?  
14. Industrial logging has serious negative impacts on water quality and endangered species. Clear cutting forests continues in parts of the state, threatening, especially, salmon habitat. What additional steps do you think the state should take to address clear cutting?

15. A combination of development in sensitive areas and the impacts of climate change, including climate change’s effect on sea level rise, are weakening the ability of coastal habitats to rebound. What will you do as a legislator to address coastal development issues? What will you do to respond to the impacts of climate change on the coast?
16. Runoff from farms, pastures, timberland, and city streets continues to add toxic chemicals and disease-causing organisms to our state’s waters, including drinking water sources. What polluted runoff and storm-water policies or programs would you support to restore both the health of our water bodies and protect drinking water quality?

17. Laws in several other states, as well as federal statutes, give citizens the right to bring environmental enforcement actions. Would you support amending California's environmental laws to include the right to private enforcement against private parties when government has failed to enforce these laws?

18.  The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) ensures that the environmental impacts of publicly approved projects be overtly identified and mitigated through an environmental impact reporting process. The law relies on the public to enforce CEQA through legal action. What are your views on CEQA? 
19. Transportation is the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in California. Land use patterns that lead to urban sprawl, high vehicle miles traveled and traffic congestion contribute to global warming. What should the state do to address land use practices and transportation policies that lead to growing global warming pollution?
20. In 2009, the Legislature passed the Delta Reform Act, requiring that any solution for protecting the  Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta achieve the two coequal goals of providing a more  reliable water supply for California and protecting,  restoring, and enhancing the Delta ecosystem.   What actions do you believe the state and legislature should take to encourage better water supply management? What role should environmental protection, habitat protection, and water quality play in supply management?
21. How will you vote on the $11.1 billion water bond that will be up for voter approval on the November 2012 ballot?  Why will you be voting this way?
22. What campaign finance reforms would you support?

23. What is your position on offshore oil drilling?
24. Why should Sierra Club support your candidacy?
