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Goals: 

· To identify 3-4 major environmental issues facing local elected officials 

· To draft questions about local environmental issues and activities that will help PolCom interview teams identify viable green candidates for local office 

· To expand the depth of expertise about local environmental issues within PolCom and build on it at every election cycle 

· Bring chapter conservation issues to electeds and commission members

   

Identifying Issues

 

PolCom is trying to expand our knowledge about local environmental issues that can be/are being addressed or ignored by City Councils and County Boards of Supervisors. We need politically motivated members to focus on city and county activities with respect to green building, open space/parks, housing, traffic, water quality, wetlands, waste and recycling, transit, and other environmental issues

 

Note National Sierra Club priorities:

· Energy solutions/Climate change 

· Safe and healthy communities 

· America’s wild legacy 

  

Research guide. Start with the following websites:

 

City 

        City Council agendas and minutes

· Planning Commission agendas and minutes

        Committees and taskforces

        Parks and Recreation or Ecology Dept.

· Local Access Cable TV or Webcasts or radio broadcasts 

· Local blogs

County Board of Supervisors  [keep drilling down, whatever the topic, it’s usually there somewhere]

        Agendas and minutes

        Planning indicatives/studies

        Individual supervisor’s websites

· Local Access Cable TV or Webcasts or radio broadcasts 

· Local blogs

Other sources of information on electeds and environmental issues

· Agencies – SamTrans,VTA, CalTrans

· News Outlets - San Jose Mercury News, SF Chronicle, local daily & weekly newspapers

· Green Organizations - local Chapters of Audubon Society, Committee for Green Foothills, Save the Bay, Acterra

· Local TV channels – Political Party Cable news shows, local news, community events

