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Climate Justice Coalition Announces Proposed Climate Goals  
For San Antonio’s Public Utility CPS Energy 

 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas - Today, a few days after the one-year anniversary of President Trump 
announcing US withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, the Climate Action SA coalition called on 
the City of San Antonio to establish significant goals to help San Antonio fight climate change.  
 
Climate Action SA proposed the following goals for CPS Energy, our city-owned public utility: 
CPS Energy electric generation Coal-Free by 2025 and Carbon-Free (no fossil fuels) by 2030. 
Significant reduction in the reliance on fossil fuels can be achieved with aggressive investment 
in energy efficiency, demand response, renewable energy and energy storage. 
 
These goals for CPS Energy put the city on a path to achieve of a goal proposed by Climate 
Action SA for city-wide greenhouse gas emissions to be reduced to net-negative by 2050 or 
sooner, following a path that prioritizes near-term reductions. Net-negative means that 
community activities would pull more greenhouse gases out of the atmosphere than they emit 
into it. This is assumed by almost all of the climate models used in the development of the Paris 
Climate Agreement. 
 
“The climate community in San Antonio is taking the right step towards including the 
neighborhoods most affected and creating solutions that are just, resilient, and keep the 
ecosystem of neighborhoods strong,” says Diana Lopez of Southwest Workers Union. “We are 
taking this beyond the Paris Climate Agreement and localizing action in San Antonio.” 
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The public health benefits of phasing out fossil fuels are well known. In addition to releasing 
carbon pollution which leads to climate change, coal and fracked gas produce pollution that 
creates ozone (smog) and particulate matter (fine soot), impacting vulnerable populations here 
at home the hardest. 
 
“San Antonio is now failing federal air quality standards for ozone,” points out Peter Bella of 
imagineSanAntonio. “We insist on reductions in both carbon- and ozone-causing pollution, and 
SA Climate Ready provides the path.” 
 
San Antonio can be a leader, but we don’t have to do it alone. Cities around the world are taking 
action to address climate change. The goals supported by the Climate Action SA coalition are 
necessary to avoid the worst of climate change and reflect the commitments in the resolution 
passed last June by Mayor Nirenberg and the San Antonio City Council to support the Paris 
Climate Agreement.  
 
Keeping global temperature rise to between 1.5 and 2 degrees Celsius requires massive 
greenhouse gas reductions in the coming decade. The good news is that this transformation not 
only reduces local air pollution - it will also create new jobs and tax revenues.  
 
“Climate change is an existential threat and what we do in the next couple of decades will 
determine the fate of billions of people and future generations,” says Briauna Barrera of Public 



Citizen. “We need to ground ourselves in urgency. We need to be compelled into rapid, 
collective action to preserve a livable planet.” 
 

 
 
Although ending our reliance on fossil fuels for power generation is key to solving the climate 
crisis, we must also be moving aggressively in other areas like transportation and solid waste. 
The coalition also plans to make recommendations on these topics soon. 
 

The Climate Action SA coalition consists of 35 nonprofit organizations working together to 
support the creation and implementation of a robust climate action and adaptation plan for San 
Antonio, developed and implemented with strong community engagement. The coalition has a 
strong focus on protecting San Antonio’s most vulnerable communities from extreme weather 

and pollution, and ensuring that all members of the community can benefit from climate 
solutions. 

 






