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Efficiency Maine Introduction

• Runs the State’s energy efficiency and renewable energy 
programs 

• Provides rebates, financing, trusted information and on-line 
directories of vendors

• Funded by electric and natural gas ratepayers, Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative, ISO New England Grid, grants, and 
other sources

• Board appointed by the governor and confirmed by the 
legislature
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Program and Rebate

Overview
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Home Energy Savings Program (HESP)

# Upgrade Cap

1 Energy Assessment with 6 hours of 
air sealing

$400

2 Insulation $500 per zone, 
$1,500 total

3 Wood stove/pellet stove $300

4 Ductless heat pump $500 to $750

5 Furnace/boiler $300

6 Geothermal heat pump $3,000

7 Biomass boiler $3,000
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Home Energy Savings Program - Results
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Fiscal Year (FY) $ Rebates # Homes

FY 14 $ 3,956,550 4,673

FY 15 $ 8,014,856 10,166

FY 16 $ 5,939,042 8,080

FY 17 $ 6,737,775 8,414

FY 18 (2 months) $ 2,363,438 2,458



HESP Rebates 
July 1 - August 31 (1st 2 months of fiscal year (FY))
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HESP: Natural Gas Incentives

Customers of Bangor Natural Gas, Maine Natural Gas, and Unitil
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Efficiency Maine 
Rebate

Rebates for Natural 
Gas Utility Customers

Combined Incentive
Minimum Project Cost 

Before Incentive

Energy Audit with 6 hours 
of air sealing $400 + = $400 $600

Natural gas boiler $300 + $700 = $1,000 $2,000 

Natural ga furnace $300 + = $300 $2,000 

Insulation $500 + $900 = $1,400 $2,400 

Next Step Bonus (measures 
beyond air sealing and 

energy assessment
$100 + = $100 N/A

Natural gas water heaters $300 = $300 $600



Summit Natural Gas Rebates

• $560 rebate for audit and 6 hour of air sealing
PLUS

• Rebates up to $1,500 for qualifying gas appliances

• Boilers 75% back, up to $1,500

• Furnaces 75% back, up to $1,125 

• Water heater 75%  back, up to $560 

• Stove, oven, dryer, burner 50% back, up to $375

• Summit customers are eligible for these incentives in addition 
to rebates offered by Efficiency Maine
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Heat Pump Water Heater Rebates

• $750 rebate

• Energy Star®

• Any installer (including self)
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Energy Star® Appliance Rebates

$50 Clothes 
Washer

$50 Room Air 
Purifier

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiB8-Pdr5DKAhWB4yYKHSHGCpQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.njcleanenergy.com/residential/programs/energy-star-product-rebates/clothes-washers&psig=AFQjCNGcelTuLe43_qpWQxbXYhP5bRQJ-g&ust=1452004310630565


LED Lighting Discounts

• Reduced LED prices in stores

• LEDs as low as $0.50/bulb (60W equivalent)*

• Best deals posted on Efficiency Maine website 
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*Source: https://www.efficiencymaine.com/docs/EM-lighting-deals.pdf September 12, 2017



Energy Loans

• 4.99-5.99% APR
• No closing or prepayment fees
• Up to 10 year term loans
• 1-4 unit properties
• Must include any HESP-qualified improvement 

that includes an energy assessment and more 
than 6 hours of air sealing

• Up to $15,000 unsecured
• $10,000 loan = $106/month (10yr, 4.99% APR)
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Efficiency Maine Tools 
and Resources

13



Home Efficiency Calculator
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Space Heating Cost Calculator
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Source: http://www.efficiencymaine.com/at-home/home-energy-savings-program/heating-cost-comparison/



Water Heating Cost Calculator
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Virtual Tour
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Electricity Monitor

• Borrow from most libraries 
or interlibrary loan around 
the state

• Monitor any 110V device

• Simple to use

• Find “phantom loads”
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Lighting Information

• Technical information

• Best prices
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Getting Started

1. Find Residential Vendors

2. Get recommendations and estimates

3. Complete your upgrades
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Find a Registered Vendor

• Find a certified, insured vendor in 
your area

• Search by service offered 
– Energy Advisors 
– Air Sealing
– Insulation
– Heat Pumps
– Heat Pump Water Heaters
– Furnaces and Boilers
– Pellets, Wood, Biomass
– Solar Installers

• Suggested questions to ask when 
selecting a vendor

• Suggested questions to ask when 
checking references

• Attorney General’s contract 
template
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Looking Ahead
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*Cumulative Number of Participants



Getting There

• Continued awareness and education campaigns

• Expansion of incentives and financing

• Growth of existing and new contractor companies

• Availability of skill training for employees

• Access to rebates and loans

• Continue seeking most cost-effective opportunities 
and technologies to lower energy use and cost
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Collective Purchase Resources

• Recent Collective Purchase Initiatives

– Weatherize Rockland

– EnergySmart Bangor

• Resources

– Collective Purchase Toolkit

– Sample RFP

– https://www.efficiencymaine.com/at-
home/collective-purchase/
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866-ES-MAINE

efficiencymaine.com
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http://www.efficiencymaine.com/

