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The Price of  
“Clean Coal”
By Henry Robertson, MO Chapter Energy 

Chair

It’s hard to write 
about energy with-
out landing you in 
an alphabet soup, 
but I’ll try to keep 
the acronyms to a 
minimum. When it 
comes to “clean 

coal,” there are two that keep cropping up: 
IGCC and CCS.

IGCC stands for Integrated 
Gasification Combined Cycle. In an IGCC 
power plant coal is not burned but chemi-
cally converted into a synthetic gas (syn-
gas) that generates electricity in a gas tur-
bine. The waste heat is then used to create 
steam in a heat recovery steam generator 
(HRSG—oops) and the steam powers tur-
bines for a second round of generation; 
hence “combined cycle.” IGCC uses the 
energy in coal with an efficiency of 
36–39% compared to 33% in a pulverized 
coal (PC; sorry) plant. There are a few 
cutting-edge ultrasupercritical PC plants 
in Europe, and the coal and utility indus-
tries say they can work this technology up 
to 50% efficiency. IGCC is better than PC 
for most pollutants except volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs; I give up), which con-
tribute to ozone and smog; I’ve seen con-
flicting statements about which technolo-
gy is better at curbing mercury pollution.

One Earth          One Chance

For the latest updates, visit us on the web:
http://missouri.sierraclub.org
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Mountaintop 
Removal Coal 
Mining Accelerates
By Jan Niehaus
To Help Stop this Destruction:

Comment on rule changes by Oct 23•	
Write to support Clean Water •	
Protection Act
Coal issues are commanding a lot of 

our attention lately, from escalating con-
cern about greenhouse gases to the tragic 
deaths of coal miners in Utah’s Crandall 
Canyon.

The topic of mountaintop removal 
(MTR) coal mining is also gaining 
national attention. Larry Gibson, a West 
Virginia activist opposed to MTR, was 
featured as one of CNN’s “Heroes” in a 
program that aired August 14, 18, and 19 
(http://www.cnn.com/SPEiIeALS/2007/
cnn.heroes/index.html).

Missouri Sierran Jan Niehaus with Ronnie Workman at Kayford Mountain Mine.
Photo by  Richard Sprengeler 
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Completely surrounded by MTR 
mines, Gibson clings to a tiny section of 
Kayford Mountain that his family has 
owned for generations. Local Sierran Jan 
Niehaus visited Gibson’s land in October 
2006 and reported in the Dec 2006-Jan 
2007 SierraScape (http://missouri.sierra-
club.org/emg/Sierrascape/S2006M12/sier-
rascape.htm).

MTR Coal Mining Primer
MTR coal mining involves blasting 

away 500-800 feet of a mountaintop to get 
at the coal beneath.  (Imagine a multi-lay-
er cake, with the frosting between layers 
representing coal seams.) Further digging 
is then required to remove the coal and 
separate it from the soil and debris. For 
years, this soil-and-debris mix was consid-
ered “waste” material, and dumping it into 
U.S. waters was a violation of the Clean 
Water Protection Act.  

Then in 2001, the Army Corps of 
Engineers redefined the terms “waste” and 
“fill,” allowing mine operators to dump 
this same material—now called “fill”—in-
to valleys, burying streams and surround-
ing habitat. Current estimates place the 
total loss of mountain streams at 1200 
miles. With the mountains’ forest cover 
removed and vast “valley fills” created, 
unprecedented flooding has resulted in 
deaths and the destruction of residents’ 
homes and communities.

Large amounts of water and multiple 
chemicals are required to “clean” the coal.  
This step produces a toxic, liquid called 
“coal sludge,” which contains arsenic, 
mercury, lead, and other heavy metals.

This sludge is stored in huge impound-
ments, which are themselves grave haz-
ards.

More Bad News
In August 2007 the Bush administra-

tion took another step to further facilitate 
MTR coal mining.

Under current “stream buffer zone” 
legislation, mine operators may not dis-
turb land within 100 feet of a stream 
unless they prove that the water quality 
and quantity will not be adversely affect-
ed. The “proof” required by local agency 
authorities has been minimal, and it’s been 
very easy for mining companies to secure 

variances.
But a few recent lawsuits initiated by 

environmental organizations have  suc-
ceeded in U.S. District Courts.

And the Bush administration is 
responding with a proposed rule change 
that purports to “clarify” requirements and 
“end the ambiguity in interpretation of the 
stream buffer zone rule.”  The proposed 
change was published by the Office of 
Surface Mining Reclamation and 
Enforcement (OSM) on August 24. It 
would effectively remove the 100-foot 
buffer, requiring only that mining opera-
tors protect fish, wildlife and related envi-
ronment “to the extent possible,” using 
“best technology currently available.” The 
new ruling also specifies that the buffer 
zone rule does not apply to valley fills, 
coal sludge dams, or sludge impound-
ments.

What You Can Do
A 60-day period of public comment on 

the proposed rule is mandatory, which 
gives us until October 23.
Before October 23, send your written 
comments about the proposed rule to: 

 OSMRE 
 Administrative Record  
 Room 252 SIB  
 1951 Constitution Avenue, NW  
 Washington DC 20240

In all communications, refer explicitly 
to Docket Number RIN 1029–AC04, 
which is titled “Excess Spoil, Coal Mine 
Waste, and Buffers for Waters of the 
United States.”

Specific talking points are provided by 
the Appalachian Center for the Economy 
and the Environment: http://www.appala-
chian-center.org/issues/coal/2007_08_29.
html.

Encourage your U.S Representatives 
to support the Clean Water Protection Act 
(HR 2169), which would restore provi-
sions of the Clean Water Act that the Bush 
administration removed in 2001.  
Specifically, it would re-establish earlier 
definitions of “waste” and “fill” materials.

As of this writing, Representative 
Wm. Lacy Clay is the only Missouri rep-
resentative who has signed as a co-spon-
sor of the Clean Water Protection Act.  
The November-December issue of the 
SierraScape contains an article about 
Representative Clay’s actions.

MTR Accelerates . . . continued from page 1
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These advantages aren’t exactly   
overwhelming, and an IGCC plant costs at 
least 20–25% more to build than an  
equivalent PC plant. Gasification has long 
been known in the chemical and petro-
leum industries but has yet to be built at 
commercial scale for power generation. A 
number of plants are in the permitting pro-
cess; one project in Minnesota was recent-
ly set back by an administrative decision.

So what’s the attraction? It’s being 
touted as “clean coal” technology because 
IGCC works better than PC with CCS.

A decent burial?
CCS is carbon capture and storage; 

you could add a second S for sequestra-
tion and call it CCSS. We could keep mer-
rily burning coal for our electricity if 
we could keep the CO2 (Carbon 
Dioxide - global warming gas) out of 
the atmosphere by putting it back 
where the carbon came from—under-
ground . If CCS doesn’t work, it’s 
either no more coal or we cook the 
planet. The stakes are that high. 

CO2 has to be captured from the 
waste stream, stored on-site, piped to 
a secure geological formation, and 
sequestered there forever. IGCC has a 
big advantage over PC at the capture 
stage. The syngas consists of carbon 
monoxide and hydrogen which, when 
reacted with steam, yield CO2 and 
more hydrogen. The CO2 can be 
chemically separated from this concentrat-
ed stream of gases.

In a PC plant CO2 has to be captured 
from the flue gas going up the stack, 
where its concentration is 10–12% at best. 
Amine absorbent binds with the CO2 and 
then is separated from it in a regenerator. 
Incorporating CCS into a power plant is 
reckoned to cost $30–$70 per ton of CO2, 
according to a Stanford report in Science 
Daily. The federal Department of Energy 
puts the cost of capture with current tech-
nology at around $150 per ton of carbon, 
“much too high for carbon emissions 
reduction applications” (maybe this refers 
to retrofitting an existing plant). My faith 
in statistics is fading, but any way you 
look at it, CCS is expensive. A mid-sized 
power plant can emit 7 million tons of 

CO2 a year.
For a technology that’s supposed to be 

the salvation of coal, CCS is not only 
pricy but unproven. The first pilot project 
to capture CO2 from power plant flue gas 
started up in Denmark in March 2006. 
Howard Herzog, who led an MIT study 
into The Future of Coal, says CCS is still 
in the research phase and will need $1 bil-
lion a year for over 10 years to get it 
going.

Another shortcoming is that the cap-
ture process takes some of the electricity 
generated at the plant, reducing the effi-
ciency of IGCC by 19% and of PC by 
24%, according to Herzog.

Then there is the problem of what to 
do with the stuff. The only application that 
promises a profit is enhanced oil recovery 

(yes, that’s EOR)—pump CO2 into an ail-
ing oil field and it will boost production. 
This is being done on a modest scale in an 
arrangement between the Great Plains 
Synfuels Plant in Beulah, ND and the 
Weyburn Oilfield in Saskatchewan. I have 
one tiny objection to make: how does 
pumping more oil help solve global warm-
ing?

I usually trust the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, and they say 
there’s no shortage of geological storage 
for all human-produced CO2 with high 
confidence that it would not leak. Leakage 
would be a problem because CO2 in con-
centrations above 30% is lethal. A natural 
CO2 leak at Lake Nyos in Africa killed 
1700 people in 1986.

CO2 is acidifying the oceans, and it 

could do the same to groundwater, posing 
the risk that toxic heavy metals like lead 
could leach into drinking water supplies.

Name your price
So what price do you want to pay for 

electricity? You can pay, for the time 
being, for business as usual (BAU, of 
course)—ever-increasing amounts of coal-
generated electricity to light cavernous 
houses and run car-sized refrigerators, big-
screen plasma TVs, video games, 24-hour 
Internet, and every appliance and power 
tool ever devised by profit-driven ingenu-
ity. As an unbilled extra you get global 
warming, up to and including the extinc-
tion of the human species.

At a substantial add-on price you can 
get “clean coal.” They’ll stash the CO2 

under the floorboards. I would be 
digressing if I mentioned the costs 
of the high-energy life that aren’t 
reflected on our utility bills, such 
as resource extraction, pollution, 
waste disposal, and the dirty, 
tedious and underpaid labor of the 
poor-country workers who kindly 
toil for our convenience. Maybe 
they really are better off than in 
their ancestral villages, but if we 
are to avoid the worst of global 
warming they absolutely must not 
be allowed to share in our 
resource-profligate lifestyle. To let 
them prosper, we must stop hog-
ging the energy.

To replace fossil and nuclear electrici-
ty with renewables we’d have to blight 
great swaths of landscape with wind farms 
and solar arrays. For the times when the 
wind doesn’t blow or the sun doesn’t 
shine we’d have to overbuild to make up 
for the loss of steady base load power or 
develop new technologies to store power 
for use when it’s needed. Apart from that, 
wind power is now cost-competitive with 
coal, but solar is still much more expen-
sive even than nuclear.

Renewable energy is great, but it 
comes in third behind energy conservation 
and energy efficiency. Conservation is 
number one. The cheapest, easiest and 
most environmentally benign way out of 
the energy and climate crises is simply to 
use less energy.

Price of Coal . . . continued from page 1
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comes in third behind energy con-
servation and energy efficiency. 
Conservation is number one. The 
cheapest, easiest and most envi-
ronmentally benign way out of the 
energy and climate crises is sim-
ply to use less energy.



The Greening of 
Park University 
by Roger Hershey

Park University is a growing entre-
preneurial institution of higher edu-
cation headquartered on its historic 

campus in Parkville, Missouri, ten miles 
north of downtown Kansas City.  Park 
serves over 26,000 students who study on 
43 Campus Centers in 21 states and online 
through its School for Extended Learning.  
Park was founded in 1875 and is accredit-
ed by the Higher Learning Commission of 
the North Central Association of Colleges 
and Schools.  

Since adoption of its Master Facilities 
Plan May 5, 2006 Park has been commit-
ted to an environmentally responsible 
future.   One of the goals of the plan is to 
promote a unique, beautiful campus set-
ting, preserve its natural beauty, and uti-
lize planning principles that encourage a 
healthy, attractive environment based 
upon sustainable design principles.  The 
design guidelines adopted pursuant to the 
plan require that new buildings incorpo-
rate environmentally sensitive building 
materials.  Park has committed that the 
new student residences currently under 
construction be built to the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver 
Standard.

In February 2007 Park President 
Beverley Byers-Pevitts signed the 
American College & University Presidents 
Climate Commitment committing Park to 
exercise leadership in its communities 
by eliminating its global emissions and by 
integrating sustainability into the curricu-
lum.  President Byers-Pevitts attended 
the ACUPCC Leadership Summit in 
Washington D.C. June 11th 
and 12th, where she joined 70 other col-
lege and university presidents to publicly 
launch the Presidents Climate 
Commitment.  The President’s Climate 
Commitment Commission for Park 
University that was established in June 
2007 has been charged by President 
Byers-Pevitts to develop a comprehensive 
action plan to enable Park to meet its cli-

mate commitment obligations.
Efforts are already underway to 

change University policy to assure the 
purchase of environmentally responsible 
goods and services.  Park is participating 
with the City of Parkville in an effort to 
extend public transportation from down-
town Kansas City to Parkville, both for 
environmental purposes and in order to 
serve the Park student body many of 
whom are international students who do 
not own cars.  Later this fall the discus-
sion of how to incorporate sustainability 
into the curriculum is expected to receive 
attention from the Park faculty.

Park’s recent relationship with the 
Sierra Club began during July 2006 when 
the Missouri Chapter Executive and 
Conservation Committees met in the 
Woodard Conference Center in the 
Parkville Commercial Underground which 
is located in space created by the mining 
of limestone under the campus.  Some 
participants stayed in the Park dormitories 
and enjoyed the spectacular views of the 
Missouri River below the campus.  The 
two chapter committees returned to the 
Park campus for their July 2007 meetings 
during which they spent several hours 
working on long range planning for the 
Chapter.  Again, a number of participants 
stayed in the dorms.  The Saturday pot-
luck was hosted by Nancy and Roger 
Hershey in their Independence home.

On May 4th Park launched its new 
Civic Engagement Lecture Series.  
Working with the Thomas Hart Benton 

Regional Group, Park invited Michael 
McCloskey, former Executive Director 
and Chairman of the Sierra Club to be the 
inaugural speaker.  McCloskey spoke 
about “Civic Engagement, 
Environmentalism, his Career with the 
Sierra Club, and the Challenge of Climate 
Change.”  He also autographed copies of 
his recent book, “In the Thick of It, My 
Life in the Sierra Club,” (which is avail-
able through the Park Bookstore) 

A varied group of local Sierra Club 
members, Park students, the general pub-
lic, the local press and members of Park’s 
faculty and executive staff attended the 
lecture.  Park also arranged for 
McCloskey to be interviewed live by 
Stephen Steigman, Producer, Up to Date, 
on KCUR, the National Public Radio 
affiliate sponsored by the University of 
Missouri--Kansas City.

Park’s recent actions evidence an insti-
tutional commitment to an environmental-
ly responsible future.  President Byers-
Pevitts hopes that the presidents of other 
Missouri and Kansas universities will rec-
ognize that the well-being of the planet 
hangs in the balance and sign the 
President’s Climate Commitment.

Roger Hershey, a former Trustee of 
the Sierra Club Foundation, Missouri 
Chapter Chair and Council Delegate, is 
Vice President & General Counsel at Park 
University where he also serves as Vice 
Chair of the Park University Climate 
Commitment Commission.

Roger Hershey (left) with author Michael McCloskey (right) 
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Club Member 
Fights  
Mountaintop 
Removal Mining
Profile - Jan Niehaus
By Cheryl Hammond

The Appalachian Treasure multime-
dia presentation came to St. Louis 
last September  with  hideous and 

outrageous pictures of the everday tragedy 
of mountains destroyed and streams filled 
for the sake of coal. Jan Niehaus was one 
of that audience riveted to the photos and 
she took the message to heart. Having 
already planned a vacation to the South, 
Jan and her vacation partner changed 
plans to include a tour of mountaintop 
removal mining sites in West Virginia.  
Returning from vacation, Jan volunteered 
a story for the Sierrascape, the Eastern 
Missouri Group (EMG)  newsletter,  that 
has inspired readers to become engaged in 
this  struggle  distant from their experi-
ences in St. Louis. 

Jan had a head start writing this story 
because it is her job every day  to write 
material that is clear, understandable, and 
interesting. She writes corporate instruc-
tional materials, press releases, marketing 
materials, annual reports, and other mate-
rials as a free lance writer.  Arriving in St. 
Louis from Indianapolis  to get a Masters 
in Social Work from Washington 
University, Jan stayed on  to continue her 
career here,  never entering the world of 
social work, but instead moving into cor-
porate communications.  A job covering a 
national American Institute of Architecture 
conference started Jan on the road to an 
interest in energy issues and led to a role 
on the communications committee of the 
St. Louis Green Building Council.

Jan has always had an environmental 
bent. Her 100 year old house is on the  
Richmond Heights Historical Register and 

was built with brick and stone from build-
ings demolished after the 1904 World’s 
Fair.  Jan has maintained this legacy in her 
current remodeling with a firm commit-
ment to reuse and recycle. Jan has also 
supported the fundraising efforts of EMG 
by being the leader on the ads appearing 
in the Sierrascape for various EMG mer-
chandise. 

Motivated by Jan’s mountaintop 
removal newsletter article, EMG  contin-
ued the mountaintop removal fight at 
Earth Day in Forest Park and at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden with displays 
and collecting letters urging Congressmen 
to re-introduce a bill that had died in the 
last Congress that would outlaw dumping 
waste from mountaintop removal mining 
in the streams below the mining sites. 
Since that time, a new bill has been intro-
duced in the 110th Congress,   H. R. 2169, 
to prohibit this practice. With 77 co-spon-
sors as of this writing, the bill has a 
chance this year to finally stop this hei-
nous practice. So far, the only 
Congressman from Missouri to co-sponsor 
this bill is Congressman W. Lacy Clay 
from St. Louis.  Ask your congressman to 
also support this bill.  http://www.gov-
track.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-2169

Learn about mountaintop 
removal mining. 

http://missouri.sierraclub.org/emg/
Sierrascape/S2006M12/03_mountaintop_
removal.html

Mountaintop Removal Update Pg 1

White River Group 
News 
by Cynthia Andre

It has been one year since a small 
group of Sierra Club members in 
southwest Missouri got together to 

start the process of reorganizing 
Missouri’s fifth group—the White River 
Group (WRG)—which covers 21 counties 

in that region of the state. It has been an 
exciting and very promising first year.

In addition to holding regular monthly 
meetings and programs in the fall and 

spring, the group has 
built two important 
coalitions with others 
in the Springfield 
community—one to 
work on increasing 
public awareness of 
air quality and cli-
mate change and the 

other to support green building. The 
Group also completed a demonstration 
rain garden at a Springfield city park in 
partnership with another organization.

There has been a slow steady growth 
in the membership in the region during 
this first year as well an increase in the 
involvement of the members in the 
group’s activities and programs. Members 
pitched in to help with the group’s year 
end calendar sales last fall and gave gen-
erously this spring providing much of the 
funding needed for WRG’s many activi-
ties. (The group was also the recipient of a 
generous donation from the Eastern 
Missouri Group.)

While WRG leaders are excited about 
the progress the group has made in the 
Springfield area, we are interested in pro-
viding opportunities for all our members 
to become more involved. Along these 
lines, we encourage members in other 
areas of southwest Missouri to contact us 
for help in working on local issues or 
projects and to be frequent visitors to our 
newly launched Web site at www.whit-
eriver.sierraclub.org for news of future 
events, outings and programs in our area.
WRG holds regular monthly meetings 
with programs at the Springfield Nature 
Center on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. 
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Ask all the Missouri delegation to Congress to support protection of 
Appalachian streams from mountaintop removal mining.



The Off Season in 
Jefferson City
By Roy C. Hengerson

When the Missouri State 
Legislature leaves town after 
the end on the Session in May, 

Jefferson City becomes a quiet mid 
Missouri town.  
Tourists stream 
through on their 
way to the 
Ozark attrac-
tions, including 
clear rivers, 
streams, lakes, 
and historic 
buildings and 
sites.  However, 
the legislative 

action does not completely cease, but rath-
er continues in small meeting rooms, large 
conferences, and field trips around the 
state.  Out of these activities comes the 
making of legislative proposals for next 
year’s legislative session.  Three such 
issues are highlighted in this article.

State Forestry Law
The Missouri State Forestry Law was 

enacted in 1946.  It is badly outdated, 
especially the Forest Cropland Program 
which is part of the Law.  The goal of the 
Forest Cropland Program is to encourage 
private forest landowners to protect and 
manage their forests by reducing property 
taxes in exchange for enrolling in the 
Program.  However enrollments have been 
declining since the early 1970s when 
543,000 acres were enrolled.  The $400 
cap on per acre land value is one reason 
for the decline.  Another is the generally 
low property taxes in rural Missouri, giv-
ing the landowner little incentive to enroll.  
The current program is also a burden to 
counties to administer.

Some of the objectives of a revised 
State Forestry Law include continuation of 
a voluntary incentive-based forest protec-
tion program, increased use of best man-
agement practices on private forests, 
increased use of trained loggers and for-
esters in private forest land management, 

and recognition of the many benefits of 
well managed and protected forests to 
Missouri citizens.

The Missouri Conservation 
Department convened a meeting of inter-
ested stakeholders in late June 2007 to 
provide input to development of a forestry 
law revision.  Based on this, legislation 
will be drafted and reviewed to revise the 
forestry law.  It may take more than one 
year to enact this law, but the goal is to 
bring a proposal to the Missouri 
Legislature for consideration during the 
2008 Session.

CAFOs/Local Control
Control of large factory farms or 

Confined Animal Feeding Operations 
(CAFOs) was the biggest environmental 
controversy in the 2007 Legislative 
Session.  Family farmers, local govern-
ment officials, and environmentalists won 
a significant victory by blocking efforts to 
reduce or eliminate local control of 
CAFOs.  However, we know the issue 
will be back in 2008.  These allies met in 
mid June 2007 to review the events of the 
2007 Session and plan for legislative pro-
posals and actions for the 2008 Session.  
Involvement of the Missouri Association 
of Counties will be a key objective.  
Building public support for the need to 
control CAFOs will also be important.

During the 2008 Session local control 
allies will closely monitor the legislative 
process, assure good communications 
among the organizations and individuals 
involved, and plan appropriate activities 
such as lobby days and other lobbying tac-
tics.  The records of individual legislators 
will be scrutinized and where appropriate 
will be used in the 2008 legislative elec-
tions in order to hold legislators account-
able to their constituents.  In the 2006 
elections local control/CAFO issues 
became key issues in a number of legisla-
tive races.

Green Building Legislation
Passage of the Easy Connection Act 

was an important victory for the environ-
mental community in 2006.  Now is the 
time to advance other clean and renewable 
energy proposals, as more and more peo-
ple understand the need to conserve ener-
gy and reduce climate change-causing 

emissions.  Two such legislative proposals 
are establishing a renewable energy stan-
dard and measures to encourage the use of 
“green” building technologies.  There will 
be a number of meetings this fall as legis-
lative proposals take shape.  Expect action 
on energy issues to unfold during the 2008 
Session.

MO Staff is Lean 
Machine

by Jim Turner, Missouri Chapter Chair

Our Missouri Sierra Club staff is 
configured to efficiently represent 
our membership across Missouri 

in 2008.   
Our Development Director Melissa 

Hope, based near Kansas City , is doing 
great work in assisting Kansas City Power 
and Light  to meet its obligations for effi-
ciency and renewable energy, as well as 
other conservation work, and she is com-
municating throughout Missouri to gather 
resources for our tasks.

On a part-time basis, our long-time 
member Roy Hengerson, based in 
Jefferson City , will lobby the legislature 
and also attend regulatory sessions in mid-
Missouri throughout the year.

Also on a part-time basis, Sue King in 
Saint Louis is providing essential clerical 
support to our Treasurer Cheryl 
Hammond, as we are implementing new 
web-based systems, provided by the Sierra 
Club, for our financial and other informa-
tion.   Also, our Conservation Chair Becky 
Denny monitors our incoming voicemail, 
and I directly receive email to the chapter, 
and we both distribute the incoming mes-
sages to our activists.
           Our Executive Committee believes 
that this staff is a fine “lean machine” for 
carrying on our Chapter’s business and 
engaging member-volunteers throughout 
Missouri.  Our staff enables us to project a 
constant presence encouraging a 
sustainable and eco-friendly culture in 
Missouri.     Please realize that your 
donations to our Chapter are essential for 
our ability to express your environmental 
values in Missouri. 
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Not a Drop to 
Drink, by Ken 
Midkiff
reviewed by Chris Buhr

Petroleum-related costs are rising due to 
scarcity. Global temperatures are rising. 
The declining supply of potable water in 
the United States gets much less media 
attention than oil cost or rising tem-
peratures. Yet, it has the potential to be 
more calamitous than either of these 
issues. In the book “Not a Drop to 
Drink,” Ken Midkiff ominously ad-
dresses the present and future state of 
potable water in the U.S. Midkiff, a 
former director of the Sierra Club in 
Missouri and former director of the 
Sierra Club’s Clean Water Campaign, 
notes that the entire country faces a 
water shortage because it has interfered 
with nature’s hydrologic cycle by over 
consuming water.

This over consumption will more 
adversely affect areas of the U.S. that 
get less average annual rain and have 
fewer lakes or rivers. The author pre-
dicts that water scarcity could result in 
an exodus from the Plains, Sun Belt, 
and West Coast states. Many cities in 
these areas are already conducting 
“water wars” --conflicts with other cit-
ies over water. Some cities in these 
areas and elsewhere use the privatiza-
tion of water supply as an answer, but 
the fault with privatization is that it 
denies citizens a right to water and 
only guarantees them a privilege to it.

The Ogallala Aquifer, which lies under 
parts of Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas, sup-
plies nearly one third of the water used for 
agriculture in the U.S. Present practices 
are depleting this aquifer at a unsustain-
able pace, more water is taken from it 
than is replenished. In a few generations 
the water could be gone unless something 
is done.

Water problems pervade throughout 
the U.S. While no additional supply of 
water exists, each resident of the U.S. now 
uses an average 50 gallons of water per 

day. The water problem transcends simple 
supply and demand. Misguided agricultur-
al policies are also to blame, according to 
the author. More than 70 percent of the 
water used in the U.S.is used for agricul-
ture. The author faults misguided agricul-
tural practices for much of the water over 
consumption. Unfortunate examples exist 
of farmers in the Central Valley of 
California raising cattle, poultry, and 
growing rice in areas unsuitable for such 

water dependent livestock and crops. Thus 
farmers end up depending on unsustain-
able irrigation rates. These agricultural 
practices are in part driven by by govern-
ment subsidies, and they are decisions 
made primarily by those in charge of agri-
businesses. The author faults these subsi-
dies and misuses.

The author clearly demonstrates a 
broad knowledge of many complex topics 
affecting water supply, and he succinctly 
illustrates it through his analysis in the 
book.

For the environmentally conscious, 
Midkiff encourages citizen involvement to 

prevent increasingly prevalent “water 
wars”. Impassioned citizens can fight inef-
ficient water use through individual con-
servation of energy and water and by con-
suming more locally grown food or food 
that is further down the food chain, and 
thus likely to be less water dependent. 
Citizens can also monitor the practices of 
their local water supplier and that of agri-
businesses. They can organize, and lobby 
their local and national legislators to 

ensure a sufficient water supply for the 
planet’s current and future needs.

Missouri Sierran October/December  ‘07   PAGE 7

Wanted..
Wilderness 
Writers

What could be easier? Letters for 
wilderness. Your help is needed to 
advance the effort to add more des-
ignated Wilderness to the Mark 
Twain NationalForest. Missouri 
Sierrans are joining with other con-
cerned citizens in thestate to cam-
paign for up to seven additional fed-
erally designated Wilderness areas. 
These areas have long been recog-
nized as having special features and 
landscapes deserving of protection. 

You can help by writing your 
U.S. Senators and U.S. 
Representatives and ask them to sup-
port legislation to add Wilderness 
areas to the Mark Twain National 
Forest. At this writing we do not 
have a bill number to provide, but it 
is not too soon to send letters 
expressing the reasons you value wil-
derness in MO and ask your legisla-
tors to do so as well.

Visit  http://missouri.sierraclub.
org/index.html for more information 
and ideas on what to write about. 

For additional information on 
supporting groups and great photog-
raphy see  www.mowild.org



Northwest Arkansas. $10 donation requested. Bob 
Wilshire, 913-384-6645 rjwilshire@kc.rr.com

Nov 10 (Sat) ― Perry Lake Trail Maintenance, 
Perry, KS Join us as we continue our 16-year 
tradition of maintaining the Perry Lake Trail.  Bring a 
lunch, work gloves, and outdoor hand tools. Steve 
Hassler, 913-707-3296, hassler@planetkc.com

Nov 17-18 (Sat-Sun) ― Bell Mountain Wilderness 
Backpacking Trip, Potosi, MO Enjoy the crisp fall 
air, and the impressive views as we hike to Bell 
Mountain. From our vantage point, we’ll be able to 
survey Saturday’s bushwhack day hike to the summit 
of Lindsey Mountain. $10 donation requested. Paul 
Gross, 816-228-6563 wildwoodp@hotmail.com 

Nov 24 (Sat) ― Annual Squaw Creek NWR 
Birdwatching Trip, Mound City, MO 300 species of 
birds, 30 species of mammals and 35 species of 
reptiles and amphibians call this wetlands home. 
300,000 Geese, 100,000 Ducks and 200 Bald Eagles 
spend the winter here. We’re going to stop by and 
pay them a visit.     Great for all ages. $5 donation 
requested. Dave Patton, 816-461-6091 
davedahiker@yahoo.com 

Dec 1 (Sat) ― Day Hike Mill Creek Streamway Trail, 
Shawnee Mission Park, KS. We’ll hike a section of 
one of the best trails in the Metropolitan area. $5 
donation requested Bob Wilshire, rjwilshire@kc.rr.
com or Anne McDonald, pamcdonald@kc.rr.com 
913-384-6645.

Dec. 7‑9 (Fri‑Sun) ― Winter Backpacking at 
Hercules Glades Wilderness, MO Throw your 
warm stuff in your pack and join us for a quick 
weekend backpack.  $10 donation requested. Dave 
Patton, 816-461-6091 davedahiker@yahoo.com 

Jan 5 (Sat) ― Monkey Mountain Day Hike and 
Geocaching Adventure, Grain Valley, MO We’ll 
help you work off some of that Holiday candy on this 
hike/high tech scavenger hunt in Eastern Jackson 
County.  Great fun for kids too. $5 donation requested. 
Dave Patton, 816-461-6091 davedahiker@yahoo.

com 

 Jan 19 (Sat) ― Day Hiking at Fleming Park, 
Jackson County, MO Enjoy the crisp winter air as 
we hike and explore some off trail ravines and 
woodlands. Bring your lunch, and we’ll provide the 
hot chocolate.  $5 donation. Paul Gross, 816-228-6563 
wildwoodp@hotmail.com 

Missouri Sierra 
Club’s Clean Air & 
Energy Campaign
by Melissa Hope, MO Chapter Develop-
ment Director

Leading the charge against more •	
coal burning power plants; 
Supporting solutions for a clean •	
energy future; 
& leading the fight against global •	
warming!

If we all work together, we can take 
the kind of bold, visionary action needed 
to help us fight global warming, end our 
dangerous addiction to fossil fuels, and 
jumpstart the new energy economy.  Our 
Clean Air & Energy Campaign is energiz-
ing citizens across the state to demand 
smart energy solutions.  

Scientists tell us that we need to 
reduce our global warming emissions 80 
percent by 2050 if we are to avoid the 
most catastrophic effects of global warm-
ing, and that we have at most ten years to 
act before it’s too late.   That works out to 
an achievable average annual reduction of 

2 percent a year.  Everyone has a role to 
play—individuals, businesses, cities, 
states, our leaders in Washington, and, in 
particular, utilities and other energy com-
panies.  

With your help our Missouri Clean Air 
& Energy Campaign will continue to be 
effective, leveraging recent successes and 
moving the public, our leaders, and espe-
cially energy providers toward cleaner, 
safer and cheaper solutions to meet the 
state’s long-term energy needs.   

For your FREE, one year subscription to our quarterly newsletter please
mail, phone, or email your request to:

First Affirmative Financial Network 
5960 Dearborn, #107 

Mission, KS 66202 
1-800-341-0528 

Email: TreeHuggerJim@aol.com

Jim Horlacher MBA, AIF®
Comprehensive Financial Planner, 
Investment Advisor, and
Accredited Investment Fiduciary

First Affirmative Financial network LLC is an independent Registered Investment Advisor registered with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission.

Free Newsletter Subscription for Sierra Club Membership!!!
Learn how socially and environmentally responsible investing makes our world better!

First 
Affirmative 

Financial Network 

No More Coal 
in Missouri!
Sierra Club expects to launch 
legal challenge soon!

Associated Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. (AECI) is moving forward with 
its plans for a new coal-burning power 
plant in Norborne, MO.  Despite 
AECI’s investment in two Missouri 
wind farms they continue to insist on 
a $1.7 billion investment in more coal 
capacity.  We expect to launch two 
separate legal challenges in the com-
ing months, utilizing provisions of the 
Clean Air Act and the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 
with the help of Washington 
University School of Law’s 
Interdisciplinary Environmental Clinic 
and Great Rivers Environmental Law 
Center. 
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OUTINGS continued from page 12

Nov 9, Fri: Call for hike info . Could be the Chubb 
trail or Pere Marquette but it will be approx . 8 miles . 
Suzanne Smith, (618) 281-4762 (after 7:30 pm, 
weeknights only), thisissuzanne@yahoo.com

Nov 10, Sat: Lemonade Volunteer Appreciation Party . 
Celebrate the close of another successful season at the 
home of Jim & Phyllis Young, 905 Lami Street in the 
Soulard neighborhood . Please call Jim Young to 
RSVP, (314) 664-9392 .

Nov 11, Sun: Caves of Meramec State Park . If you 
ever wanted to explore a cave without a guided tour, 
without getting lost or muddy up to your eyeballs, this 
is your chance . We will explore Sheep Cave , Camp 
Cave and Indian Cave in the Park . Each one 
represents a different and unique cave structure with 
interesting formations . Bob Herndon, (314) 961-4811 
.

Nov 16, Fri: Call for information on our Friday hike . 
Suzanne Smith, (618) 281-4762 (after 7:30 pm, 
weeknights only), thisissuzanne@yahoo.com

Nov 17-18, Sat-Sun: Two day canoe trip on the 
Missouri River, close to St . Louis . George Behrens, 
(314) 821-0247 .

Nov 17-18, Sat-Sun: Overnight backpack trip, Bell 
Mountain Wilderness area . Jim Rhodes (314) 821-
7758 .

Nov 21, Wed: Dayhike . 5-6 miles at Weldon Spring’s 
Clark trail . Margot Kindley, (636) 458-4063, or 
margot107@prodigy.net

Nov 23, Fri: Dayhike . Call for information . Margot 
Kindley, (636) 458-4063, or margot107@prodigy.net

Nov 23-25, Fri-Sun: Hiking on the wild side . Spend 2 
or 3 days hiking in the upper Current River country . 
We will hike into some new areas both on and off trail 
. We will be limited to ten so call early . The weather, 
off trail travel experience, and proper hiking 
equipment will be factors in who can be accepted on 
this outing . Bob Gestel (636) 296-8975, or rgestel@
sbcglobal.net Paul Stupperich, (314) 429-4352, or 
lonebuffalo@earthlink.net

Nov 28, Wed: Dayhike . 5-7 miles at Babler State 
Park . Margot Kindley, (636) 458-4063, or 
margot107@prodigy.net

Nov 30, Fri: Hike the 10 mile Wilderness Loop at 
Meramec S . P . Suzanne Smith, (618) 281-4762 (after 
7:30 pm, weeknights only), thisissuzanne@yahoo.com

Dec 1, Sat: Bonne Terre Lead Mines . Years of lead 
mining left gigantic caverns many stories deep . When 
the mine was closed and the pumps were turned off, 
water filled the lower levels with crystal clear water . 
This tour will be a walking and boat tour of the 
caverns . On the way back we will go to the Blue Owl 
for a late lunch . The cost of the Tour is $18 . 50 . Bob 
Herndon, (314) 961-4811 .

Dec 7, Fri: Hike the hills and see the old CCC rock 
projects at Washington S . P . on our 8-9 mile hike . 
Suzanne Smith, (618) 281-4762 (after 7:30 pm, 
weeknights only), thisissuzanne@yahoo.com

Dec 8, Sat: We will explore two great wild areas about 
one to two hours drive from St . Louis . Come and 
learn why these areas need to be protected . There will 
be two short hikes . A great trip for beginners . Paul 
Stupperich, (314) 429-4352, or lonebuffalo@earthlink.
net

Dec 12, Wed: Dayhike . 4-7 miles at Howell Island . 
Margot Kindley, (636) 458-4063, or margot107@
prodigy.net

Dec 14, Fri: Hike 6-8 miles at St . Francis S . P . 
about 1 hour south of St . Louis . Suzanne Smith, 
(618) 281-4762 (after 7:30 pm, weeknights only), 
thisissuzanne@yahoo.com

Dec 21, Fri: Stay close and maybe see a stray eagle on 
our 8 mile loop at Weldon Springs . Suzanne Smith, 
(618) 281-4762 (after 7:30 pm, weeknights only), 
thisissuzanne@yahoo.com

Dec 26, Wed: Dayhike . Call for information . Margot 
Kindley, (636) 458-4063, or margot107@prodigy.net

Dec 28, Fri: Join our holiday hike around Forest Park 
for about 6 miles . Suzanne Smith, (618) 281-4762 
(after 7:30 pm, weeknights only), thisissuzanne@
yahoo.com

Jan 1, Tue: Hike in Meramec S . P . will happen again 
as it has for the last fifteen years . Hike into a 
beautiful area that the Sierra Club helped to restore . 
Mostly off trail hiking . Plan for cold weather . Proper 
clothing and footwear is required . Paul Stupperich, 
(314) 429-4352, or lonebuffalo@earthlink.net

Aug-Jan — Maintenance, Hidden Valley Park, Kansas 
City, MO Get on our list if you are interested in being 
contacted to help lop the invasive honeysuckle at 
Hidden Valley in our ongoing efforts. Doris Sherrick 
816-779-6708 dsher@casstel.net

Sep 8 (Sat) ― Day Trip to Tallgrass Prairie 
Preserve, Strong City, KS We’ll enjoy the beauty 
of the Flint Hills with an easy, 6 mile backcountry 
hike, and explore the historic barn and ranch house.  
We’ll finish up with a casual dinner at Hays House in 
nearby Council Grove before heading back to KC. $5 
donation requested. Renee Andriani 913-488-4445  
randri@kc.rr.com

Sep 15 (Sat) ― Pontoon boat ride at Lake 
Jacomo, Blue Springs, MO Join us for a leisurely 
excursion around this peaceful 970-acre lake in Blue 
Springs. Sign up by the week before to get 
reservation. Boat rental deposit/fees & $5 donation 
requested. Patty Brown 816-737-2804  pbbbrn5@
sbcglobal.net

Sep 29-30 (Sat-Sun) ― Swan Creek Roadless 
Area Car Camp and Day Hike, Garrison, MO 
Seven roadless areas remain in Missouri. 
Under the current administration, these 
roadless areas have lost their protection and 
are now open to development and logging. 

We’re working to protect these areas for the 
enjoyment of future generations. Join us and 
see why Swan Creek is worth fighting for. 
David Anderson 816-678-4359 ctheis1@kc.rr.com  
Co-leader Dayle Johnson, Outings Chair with the 
White River Group in Springfield, MO 
daylejohnson@yahoo.com 

October 6-7 (Sat-Sun) ― Family Campout - Watkins 
Mill State Park, Lawson MO Join us for some 
exploring and good old campfire fun! One of the 
nicest campgrounds close to KC, and a great weekend 
trip for beginners. Sign up early so we can arrange 
campsite reservations. $10 donation requested. Renee 
Andriani 913-488-4445  randri@kc.rr.com

Oct 13 -14 (Sat-Sun) ― Easy Overnight Fun Hike, 
Adrian, MO. Kick off the Fall Backpacking Season 
with an overnight trip to Jerry Burns’ Farm. So easy, 
even a caveman can do it! $5 donation requested Bob 
Wilshire 913-384-6645 rjwilshire@kc.rr.com

Oct 13 (Sat) ― Beginner Backpacking Class, 
Independence, MO Learn backpacking basics in this 
5 hour information and hands on class. We’ll cover 
equipment, a section on low budget options, places to 
go and more. $5 donation requested. Paul or Melody 
Gross, 816-228-6563 wildwoodp@hotmail.com  

Oct. 20 (Sat.) ― Hike, Picnic and Visit to the Native 
Hoofed Animal Enclosure at Lake Jacomo, 
Blue Springs, MO Bring your picnic basket. We’ll 
enjoy a short hike in the Autumn air, followed by 
lunch, and a little hot chocolate, then we’ll feed the 
Bison and Elk apples and carrots. Great for all ages.  
Patty Brown 816-737-2804 pbbbrn5@sbcglobal.net

Oct 20-21 (Sat-Sun) ― Car Camping at Tuttle Creek 
State Park, Manhattan, KS. Fall is a great time to be 
on the prairie where we can enjoy a hike on the Konza 
Prairie as part of our camping excursion to Tuttle 
Creek State Park $10 donation requested Anne 
McDonald, 913-384-6645 pamcdonald@kc.rr.com 

Oct 27-28 (Sat-Sun) ― Join us on this mystery 
Jackson County beginning backpack, Jackson County, 
MO Exact location to be announced to registered 
participants the day before the hike. It will be fun and 
close to home. The group size on this easy hike is 
limited to 10, which includes leader and assistant. This 
will be a great follow up to the beginning backpack 
101 class. We’ll be focusing on basic backcountry 
skills, with an emphasis on Leave No Trace (LNT) 
principles. We’ll hike out by early Sunday afternoon. 
$10 donation requested Paul Gross, 816-228-6563 
wildwoodp@hotmail.com 

Oct 27-28 (Sat-Sun) ― Eleven Point River Overnight 
Float, Alton, MO We will car camp Friday night at a 
National Forest campground near Greer’s Crossing, 
NE of Alton, MO. We will float Saturday, camp along 
the river and float Sunday morning to our takeout. $10 
donation requested Terry DeFraties 913-385-7374 
theerustbucket@aol.com

Nov 1-4 (Thu-Sun) ― Backpacking Trip, Ozark 
Highlands Trail, AR A more challenging backpacking 
trip on the Ozark Highlands Trail. Plans are to spend 
three nights on the trail in the rugged backcountry of 

Thomas Hart Benton Group
http://missouri.sierraclub.org/thb/outings
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Chris Burnette (St. Charles)
 Thank you for considering me for this 

exciting position.   Environmental protec-
tion is the most pressing issue that con-
fronts our global society but also requires 
local activism.   The Sierra Club has been 
an inspiration to me and my family for 

many years and I 
look forward to 
being able to help 
the Club remain the 
beacon it is. 

My background 
includes a bachelor’s 
degree in American 
Political Studies 
with an emphasis in 

Environmental Law and Policy from 
Northern Arizona University and a 
Masters degree in Nonprofit 
Administration from Lindenwood 
University. I am currently the Director of 
the International Student Office at 
Lindenwood University in St . Charles , 
Missouri. I am active in several nonprof-
its, including the Boy Scouts of America ( 
North Carolina ), the Lindenwood 
University Campus YMCA ( Missouri ), 
and the Sierra Club in North Carolina and 
Arizona. Originally from Tennessee , I 
currently live in St Charles with my wife, 
Elise, a St . Charles native. 

 Again, thank you for this opportunity.

Becky Denney (St. Louis)
I am running for my first term as an 

at-large member of the Missouri 
Executive Committee. I agree to attend 
chapter meetings throughout the state for 
the next two years to discuss and vote on 
state Sierra Club business and conserva-
tion issues.  For the last two years I have 
been the EMG delegate to the chapter 
Ex-com, so I have an idea of what to 
expect! I have also been on the state 
Conservation Committee which meets on 

the Saturday before the chapter Ex-com to 
discuss, vote, and send conservation reso-
lutions to the Executive Committee.

My background 
is really as a stream 
team member moni-
toring on Fox Creek 
and as a lover of 
Ozark streams. I 
attended DNR meet-
ings several years 
ago as the state 
Stream Team rep to 

develop rules for Sand and Gravel mining 
through DNR. I attended Chip Mill meet-
ings in Jefferson City around 2000 and 
spoke against allowing them in Missouri. 
We (citizens/environmentalists) did not 
get the state action we needed to protect 
our forests and streams but we did make it 
uncomfortable for several large chip mill 
companies so they did not move into the 
state. Several years ago I completed a for-
est plan written by a Missouri 
Conservation Dept forester on my 43 hilly 
acres near the Black River as it runs into 
Lake Clearwater.

This is my first year as Missouri Sierra 
Conservation Committee chair and it is 
proving to be the most exciting year of my 
life! Lots of my time is devoted to work-
ing on the Clean Air and Energy 
Campaign in Missouri. Our CA&E 
Campaign ties into the National Sierra 
Club emphasis on Smart Energy 
Solutions—and the push for Cool Cities 
across the country. I need your help for us 
to be successful on these campaigns. The 
Missouri Sierra Club needs your help to 
fight Global Warming—one city at a time, 
one state at a time, and one country at a 
time!  Please ask your mayor to sign the 
U.S. Mayors Climate Protection 
Agreement.

Cheryl Hammond (St. Louis)
The Missouri Chapter of the Sierra 

Club is  the main voice for stopping new 
coal burning power plants in Missouri. 

This has been an 
important role for the 
chapter in the last few 
years and one we 
need to continue. In 
the United 
States, coal power 
plants contribute 40% 
of the carbon dioxide 
causing climate 

change. We cannot protect our Missouri 
landscapes and species without control of 
climate change.  The chapter also needs to 
continue action in Missouri for energy 
efficiency and renewable energy, clean 
water and air, protection of public lands, 
and smart land use. To do this, the  moti-
vation and energy of all our members is of 
the greattest importance.

As a long time volunteer, I am a cur-
rent Excom member and  am serving as 
chapter webmaster and chapter treausurer.  
I also gather environmental news  each 
week  from around Missouri  and pub-
lish links to these news stories on our 
chapter website. I live in St. Louis and am 
an internet applications developer.

Henry Robertson, (St. Louis)
I’ve now served two terms on Chapter 

Excom. Somewhere in there I became 
Chapter Clean Air/Energy chair. In my 
spare time I often represent the Chapter as 
an attorney with Great Rivers 
Environmental Law Center in St. Louis, 
fighting new coal-fired power plants and 
advocating for energy efficiency and 
renewable energy.

Changing America’s energy habits is 
the key to stopping global warming, 
which is now the Sierra Club’s top      

		Your	official	ballot	for	the	Missouri	
Chapter Executive Committee election 
is on page 11.  The ExCom sets Chapter 
policy and oversees the business of the 
Missouri Chapter. It is made up of nine 

members elected from the membership at 
large, plus one additional member ap-
pointed	by	each	of	the	five	Sierra	Club	
groups in Missouri. ExCom members 
are elected to staggered two-year terms. 

Of the current ExCom members, Ginger 
Harris, Leslie Lihou, and Byron Combs 
continue	in	office.		That	leaves	six	mem-
bers to be elected this year. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BALLOT PROFILES

ANNUAL MISSOURI CHAPTER SIERRA CLUB BALLOT
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conservation campaign. In the St. Louis 
area I’m trying to coordinate the Club’s 

“Cool Cities” cam-
paign, which is 
much like herding 
cats. This program 
asks mayors to sign 
a pledge to reduce 
their cities’ green-
house gas emissions 
and then, believe it 
or not, actually do 

something about it. I want to improve 
coordination of Cool Cities across the 
state so we won’t always be reinventing 
the wheel. I urge all our members to vol-
unteer some time to help with this effort 
in your own towns.

As a member of Excom I also stay 
involved with other issues dear to our 
hearts like clean water, saving our wild 
lands, rolling back the tide of factory 
farms, and tracking (and even writing) 
bills in the legislature. 

The Missouri Sierra Club faces diffi-
cult financial challenges even in this time 
of unparalleled activity. I’m one of those 
people who hate asking for money, but I 
understand the need to link our conserva-
tion work to fundraising and will do what 
I can to help. Please favor me with your 
vote and I will continue to represent you 
on the Chapter Executive Committee.

Gloria Sennert (Catawissa)
Paralleling my lifelong enjoyment of 

hiking in wilderness areas has been my 
commitment to protecting the environment 
for future generations.  I joined Sierra 

Club in 2001 
because of its work 
in protecting the 
environment, par-
tially by challenging 
those who would 
plunder it for finan-
cial profits.  I would 
like to use my expe-
rience to help in this 

important work. 
I hold a BA from Washington 

University, where I also earned teacher 
certification.  My MA in Political Science 
is from the University of Missouri, St. 

Louis, as well as a Chancellor’s 
Certificate in Conflict Resolution.  

My work experience includes teaching 
in high school, as adjunct faculty at the 
University of Missouri, and also work-
shops on conflict resolution, problem 
solving and peacemaking.  I did computer 
work for a dialysis lab and helped with the 
documentation for manned spacecraft 
launches while working at Cape Kennedy.  

My community service has been 
diverse, including serving as chairperson 
of “Hwy O NOW,” a citizens group that 
secured funding in order to eliminate what 
residents called “dead man’s curve.”  In 
2004, the Sierra Club endorsed my candi-
dacy for the Missouri House in an attempt 
to gain a progressive seat.  

I am a Stream Team member and help 
monitor Fox Creek.  I have membership in 
Missouri Forestkeepers.  My husband Ken 
and I live on acreage and work at being 
stewards of that natural environment.  We 
planted 100 trees this spring.

The future requires good decisions and 
political action to protect the environment 
and find solutions to the major crisis fac-
ing us now. 

James Turner (Kirksville)
I was elected to our Chapter Executive 

Committee in 2005 and was Vice Chair in 
2006. This year I 
stepped up to serve 
as Chapter Chair.  
Living in northeast 
Missouri , I have 
been active in orga-
nizing support for 
county health ordi-
nances to regulate 
CAFOs.  We should 
do all that’s feasible 
to maintain our 

Chapter’s lobbying presence at Jefferson 
City, and I support keeping a staff member 
there to closely monitor and influence 
state government throughout the year. This 
summer I and other Missouri Chapter 
activists conferred with Senator 
McCaskill’s staff about energy bills being 
debated in Congress, and in consultation 
with our Club’s Washington lobbyists, I 
have helped to marshal support among 
Missouri citizens for a good bill. It is 

important that our Chapter activists use all 
possible ways to alert you on how and 
when to provide timely guidance to your 
legislators.  As our Chapter’s delegate to 
the Council of Sierra Club Leaders, I 
actively support the Club’s current efforts 
to enhance communications between our 
national organization and our Chapters 
and Groups, and to encourage young 
adults to get involved in organized envi-
ronmental activism. This is essential for 
accomplishing our Club’s heaviest task: to 
shift American culture toward sustainable 
living, so that we can reduce the harm to 
Earth from global warming.

Missouri Chapter ExCom Ballot
INSTRUCTIONS

To vote:

1) Vote for up to six (6) people (you may write in 
additional names)
2) If yours is a joint membership, two (2) mem-
bers may vote
3) Insert ballot into an envelope and address to:
 Elections Committee
	 MO	Chapter	Sierra	Club	Office
 7164 Manchester Ave.
 Maplewood, MO  63143
4) Write your membership number (the 8 digit 
number above the address label of your Sierra 
magazine) in the return address space of your 
envelope.
5) Mail it to us to arrive by Dec. 31,2007.

MO EXCOM ELECTION BALLOT
FALL 2007

I vote for ...
1st 2nd
member
(  )   (  ) Chris Burnette

(  )   (  ) Becky Denney

(  )   (  ) Cheryl Hammond

(  )   (  ) Henry Robertson

(  )   (  ) Gloria Sennert

(  )   (  ) James Turner

(  )   (  ) ...........................

(  )   (  ) ............................
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For general information about outings call Wayne 
Miller, (314) 628-9084 . 

Oct 3, Wed: Howell Island , 7 flat miles . Margot 
Kindley, (636) 458-4063, or margot107@prodigy.net

Oct 5, Fri: The big one!!!!!!!!!!! Hike 12 miles around 
Council Bluff lake to see early fall color . Lake views 
the whole way . Suzanne Smith, (618) 281-4762 (after 
7:30 pm, weeknights only), thisissuzanne@yahoo.com

Oct 5-7, Fri-Sun: Missouri Chapter Campout at Mark 
Twain State Park . Reservations are required . See the 
Chapter Newsletter . Join us for a weekend of day and 
evening hikes . Shared meals and cabins are available 
. For more information call the office, (314) 644-0890 
.

Oct 6-7, Sat-Sun: Overnight canoe/kayak trip on the 
Current River . We’ll be looking for early fall colors 
in the river valley . Toni Armstrong & Richard Spener, 
(314) 434-2072 .

Oct 7, Sun: Caves of Meramec State Park . If you ever 
wanted to explore a cave without a guided tour, 
without getting lost or muddy up to your eyeballs, this 
is your chance . We will explore Sheep Cave , Camp 
Cave and Indian Cave in the Park . Each one 
represents a different and unique cave structure with 
interesting formations and unique history . This is one 
of the 2 most enjoyed and appreciated outings I’ve led 
for the Sierra Club . This will be a leisurely walk with 
time to enjoy the sights & sounds along the way . The 
drive is about 1 hour to the park . Bob Herndon, (314) 
961-4811 .

Oct 12, Fri: Approx . 7 mile hike at Rockwoods 
Reservation . Should be great fall colors on the 
overlooks . Suzanne Smith, (618) 281-4762 (after 7:30 
pm, weeknights only), thisissuzanne@yahoo.com

Oct 13, Sat: 9 miles at Washington State Park . Margot 
Kindley, (636) 458-4063, or margot107@prodigy.net

Oct 13, Sat: Pickle Springs Natural Area . This unique 
natural area is a part of the LaMotte sandstone 
complex of Ste Genevieve county . LaMotte sandstone 
is the oldest sedimentary rock in Missouri . This is a 2 
mile, moderately difficult trail (with rough trail 
surfaces and considerable elevation) that takes you by 

many unique formations 
with such intriguing names 
as The Keyhole, Cauliflower 
Rocks, The Slot, The 
Double Arch and more . 
Other features include 
numerous small springs 
(including Pickle Springs), 

massive bluffs (Dome Rock and Owls Den Bluff), box 
canyons (Rockpile Canyon and Spirit Canyon), 
waterfalls (Mossy Falls and Headwall Falls), and a 
glade (Piney Glade) . Because of the variations in 
elevation (About 200 feet) several plant communities 
are evident along the trail . We will relax on Dome 
Rock & eat lunch and enjoy the view . This will be a 
leisurely walk with time to enjoy the sights & sounds 
along the way . This is a 1 . 5 hr drive to the park . 
Bob Herndon, (314) 961-4811 .

Oct 17, Wed: 5-7 miles on the Green Rock Trail . 
Margot Kindley, (636) 458-4063, or margot107@
prodigy.net

Oct 19, Fri: 10 Miles at Meramec State Park . Margot 
Kindley, (636) 458-4063, or margot107@prodigy.net

Oct 20, Sat: Ferne Clyffe State Park . While an apt 
name, it does not adequately describe this majestic 
display of natural wonders . Miles of trails weave 
around, over, under and through massive bluffs and 
rock formations . The 150 ft long Hawk’s Cave is one 
of the largest shelter caves in Illinois . There is also a 
100 ft tall intermittent waterfall . Many species of 
ferns, mosses, lichens and native plants (More than 
700 species) occur through out the park often forming 
a lush green covering on large areas of rock faces . 
The bluffs and rock formations are more easily seen 
when there are no leaves to obscure the view . This 
will be a leisurely walk with time to enjoy the sights 
& sounds along the way . The drive to the park is 
about 2 & 1/2 hours . Bob Herndon, (314) 961-4811 .

Oct 21, Sun: Day canoe/kayak trip on the Meramec or 
the Huzzah, depending on water level . Jonathan 
Lehmann, cell (314) 791-3969 .

Oct 21, Sun: Day hike in the back country of Hawn 
State Park . We will hike the trailless area west of 
Hawn Park Road . Be prepared to travel entirely cross 
country . Bring lunch, water, raingear and sturdy foot 
wear . Bob Gestel, (636) 296-8975, or rgestel@
sbcglobal.net Paul Stupperich, (314) 429-4352 or 
lonebuffalo@earthlink.net

Oct 26, Fri: Should be peak fall colors on our 10 mile 
hike at Hawn S . P . Suzanne Smith, (618) 281-4762 
(after 7:30 pm, weeknights only), thisissuzanne@
yahoo.com

Oct 27-28, Sat-Sun: Halloween Party and Camp out at 

Hawn State Park . No trail maintenance this time . 
Wear costume and come with some scary stories . 
Wear a costume . Don’t be a party pooper . Common 
commissary Saturday night . Nominal charge for the 
campsite . Bob Gestel (636) 296-8975, or rgestel@
sbcglobal.net Paul Stupperich, (314) 429-4352, or 
lonebuffalo@earthlink.net

Oct 28, Sun: Silver Mines Recreation Area/Millstream 
Gardens . Shut--ins are a unique example of the result 
of millions of years of erosion creating picturesque 
wonders of nature . Carving a channel through granite 
layers, the St Francis River created a multiplicity of 
boulders of many shapes and sizes . We will picnic by 
the river at the silver mines area and hike the trail to 
the old dam . We will also hike the trail along the 
shut-ins at Millstream Gardens and work our way 
down to the river at several places . The trail surface 
is moderate to rough with considerable elevation . 
Considerable opportunity exists for the more 
adventuresome . The drive is 1 1/2 hours to the park . 
This will be a leisurely walk with time to enjoy the 
sights & sounds along the way . Bob Herndon, (314) 
961-4811 .

Oct 31, Wed: Dayhike . 5-7 miles at Castlewood State 
Park . Margot Kindley, (636) 458-4063, or 
margot107@prodigy.net

Nov 2, Fri: We head south to visit our friends and hike 
8-10 miles at Trail of Tears S . P . near Cape 
Girardeau . Suzanne Smith, (618) 281-4762 (after 
7:30 pm, weeknights only), thisissuzanne@yahoo.com

Nov 3, Sat: Larue Pine Hills/ Pomona Natural Bridge . 
Larue Pine Hills is a majestic Karst bluff along the 
Mississippi River South of Chester, Illinois . We will 
drive up to Inspiration Point and hike along the bluff . 
The bluffs are about 400ft high . From there we will 
go to Pomona Natural Bridge several miles east in 
Pomona , Il . This is a small, but unique natural 
formation . Larue Pine Hills bluff trails are very good 
surfaces, but considerable elevation with good 
switchbacks . The views are spectacular . The degree 
of difficulty is very flexible with several options . We 
will eat our picnic lunch in a picnic area close to the 
car . Pomona Natural Bridge is very unique and 
interesting . The area is more rugged, but small . The 
degree of difficulty varies from a walk on smooth 
woodland trail to climbing around on boulders . Bob 
Herndon, (314) 961-4811

Eastern Missouri Group
http://missouri.sierraclub.org/emg/outings.aspx
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Nov 3-4, Sat-Sun: Trail building/maintenance at Hawn 
S.P. The last time we worked there I discussed the 
possibility of rerouting several sections of trail with the 
superintendent. If we are not building there is always 
plenty of maintenance to do. Come down for the 
weekend or just for a day. Common commissary Saturday 
night. Bob Gestel (636) 296-8975, or gestel@sbcglobal.
net Paul Stupperich, (314) 429-4352, or lonebuffalo@
earthlink.net


