
By Gretchen Waddell Barwick, Chapter Director
The Sierra Club is dedicated to a 100% clean energy 

future. But what does that mean?  John Muir famously 
said, "When we try to pick out anything by itself, we 
find it  hitched to everything else in the Universe." 
Mart in Luther King, Jr. said "In a real sense all life is 
inter-related... Whatever affects one direct ly, affects 
all indirect ly." Working in solidarity and mutuality is 
key to the future of environmental act ivism and our 
transit ion to clean energy.

In Missouri, in the U.S., and globally, we are 
experiencing mult iple emergencies rooted in social and 
economic injust ice. To address social injust ice, we must 
put our power and privilege to work. To protect our 
planet we have to protect the people on it --our family, 
friends and neighbors. This is why the Sierra Club 
supports the Movement for Black Lives, the Fight for 
$15, reproduct ive just ice, healthcare as a human right, 
and other intersect ing  movements working to ensure 
we are all able to thrive.  

But what does that look like in our community? An 
example: Buildings account for 40% of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the United States. If we want to reduce 
these emissions, key drivers of climate change, we 
need to invest in energy efficiency  and clean energy 
for exist ing buildings. Energy efficiency helps the 

planet but also has numerous benefits for human 
health. But many people can't  afford energy efficiency 
upgrades. Assistance programs are limited and t ied to 
outdated financial standards. Building owners with 
razor-thin profit  margins are less likely to update or 
upgrade their units. Unethical building owners 
priorit ize profits over the well-being of their tenants.  
And who is most impacted by these high energy 
burdens? Former redlined areas that experienced 
racial discriminat ion, low-income neighborhoods, and 
Black/Indigenous/people of color (BIPOC). 

So what do we do? Support tenants' rights  to ensure 
renters see desperately needed fixes to their units and 
are treated fairly. Support the movement for 
family-sustaining wages for all workers. Advocate for 
changes in our healthcare system to address the 
disparit ies in impacts from poor indoor air quality. 
Demand local authorit ies  hold unethical operators 
accountable to their tenants and our community. Pass 
laws that require buildings to become more efficient 
over t ime. Pass laws which influence the market so 
energy efficiency upgrades become more  affordable. 

This one issue  pulls on many threads of our society, 
from poverty, to racial injust ice, environmental 
injust ice, housing, and healthcare. Our fights are all 
connected. It  is t ime we act accordingly. 
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Coming Together, Chapter Strong
By Kevin Grooms
In recent  months, I?ve not iced that  as much as things feel 
dif ferent ,  some things haven?t  changed.

For the bet ter part  of  a year,  I?ve been dreaming of get t ing 
back to all the things I?ve been m issing. I thought  the day 
had f inally come--I?m fully vaccinated, and things are 
reopening, so I can pick right  up where I lef t  of f ,  r ight? 
Not  necessari ly. For one thing, we?re all compet ing for the 
same products and services now in short  supply--rental 
cars,  meals in restaurants,  anything with a computer 
chip--things we once took for granted. Turns out  I wasn?t  
the only person ready to get  ?back to normal? ( imagine 
that) .

Never m ind my small comforts. The systemic problems 
made worse by the pandemic persist . Folks who st ruggled 
with ut i li ty bi lls are now facing shut-offs. Part isanship 
threatens to weaken badly-needed economic and 
environmental progress. We are STILL demanding a $15 
an hour m inimum wage!  It?s in challenging t imes like 
these when we ref lect  on our real values, and on what  we 
can change. Thanks to the combined efforts of our staff  
and volunteers,  earlier this year,  the Missouri Chapter had 
an opportunity to do just  that ,  through the Club?s Chapter 
Strong Integrated Planning process. I?m glad to say our 
chapter is going through 2021 with clearly ident if ied 
priorit ies,  and as stated in its overview, a plan ?to provide 
people with a sense of their own power to win 
meaningful,  community-driven victories.?

One thing that  I appreciate about  that  process is that  
chapter leaders met as a group to put  our heads together 

night  after night  to create our vision, and we did it  all via 
Zoom. The pandemic kept  us physically apart ,  but  we 
accomplished our goals together,  w ith a clarity that  none 
of us could have had alone. Things felt  dif ferent ,  and yet  
they were the same.

Let?s cont inue to lean on one another. Some of us are 
about  to return to in-person gatherings, after 15 months of 
relat ive isolat ion. It  was the same before, during, and will 
cont inue to be after the pandemic: our greatest  
accomplishments are possible through our collect ive 
efforts. No one is expected to go it  alone in their act ivism. 
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THOMAS HART BENTON GROUP (THB)
The Thomas Hart  Benton Group cont inues to host  
monthly programs online, most  recent ly including a 
speaker from the City of Kansas City to talk about  
long-range city planning (a recording of which can be 
seen on our YouTube channel) . Out ings programs are 
cont inuing virtually,  as well,  to discuss books on nature 
and host  speakers such as nat ional Sierra Club board 
member Chad Hanson. Our group's legislat ive 
commit tee is closely 
monitoring Kansas 
City's climate act ion 
planning process, and 
We contacted city 
off icials to request  they 
consider environmental 
impacts of i ts proposal to 
install new LED street-lights. 

Coming Together, Chapter Strong
CHAPTER CHAIR'S COLUMN

Local Group Updates
NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE

OSAGE GROUP
The Osage Group had a successful local elect ion season in 
Apri l by helping to elect  two Columbia city council 
members, one Kirksville city council member and two 
Columbia School Board members, all w ith 
environmentally-friendly policy posit ions.     Osage 
Group commented on proposed Boone County wind 
regulat ions and building codes, as well as giving input  on 
development concerns and master plan updates in the 

City of Columbia.  Is your community creat ing or 
updat ing a master comprehensive plan or updat ing 
the building codes?  Please let  us know by emailing 
sc.osage.group@gmail.com so we can work with 

you and other local members to engage.  City 
master plans are a wonderful opportunity to 

promote a sustainable approach to 
community living.   You m ight  be 

surprised at  how recept ive your 
community is to some 

sustainable ideas when promoted 
through a city planning process.     

Osage Group also welcomes 
two new execut ive commit tee 

members:  Brooke Fletcher 
and Ken Midkif f . 

WHITE RIVER GROUP 
(WRG)
WRG has cont inued monthly 
clean-up work on our st retch of 
South Creek in south Springf ield 
through the winter and spring 
months.  Because Sierra Club 
policy during the pandemic has 
prohibited invit ing the public to 
our events,  the ExCom has 
fulf i lled the obligat ion, often involving only 
one or two board members. WRG has made several 
signif icant  contribut ions to various organizat ions in the 
past  several months.  WRG had two Zoom meet ings 
with the administ rators of City Ut i li t ies.  These 
meet ings provide us with the opportunity to ask 
quest ions about  current  and planned policy and to 
express our concerns about  environmental issues 
related to the ut i li ty.  WRG cont inues to watchdog their 
act ivit ies and recent ly four of us test if ied at  a 
Department  of Natural Resources hearing to oppose a 
relaxed air quality monitoring perm it  the they've 
requested.  We cont inue to advocate for adopt ion of the 
2018 or 2021 Energy Eff iciency Code in Resident ial 
Buildings.  A review will be conducted next  year with 
City Council vot ing on a proposed new code in early 
2023. 
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EASTERN MISSOURI 
GROUP (EMG)

EMG has started a new conservat ion 
init iat ive by joining Lights Out  Heart land 
which is part  of  the Internat ional Dark Sky Associat ion 
( IDA). EMG volunteer,  Stephanie Todd, is leading our 
involvement. St . Louis is at  the center of the Mississippi 
River f lyway, but  our city lights are harmful to 
m igrat ing birds. EMG held a group-wide Zoom meet ing 
late in May which drew act ive part icipat ion from both 
long-t ime and newer volunteers.  EMG ExCom member 
Tim Elwell part icipated in a Mississippi River volunteer 
plast ic clean up in May. He is looking into how he and 
EMG might  cont inue that  w ith work through a regular 
commitment  in a program called Nurdle Patrol,  a cit izen 
scient ist  project  through which volunteers ident ify and 
facili tate the cleaning up of plast ic and other debris 
associated with rivers and other waterways. The EMG 
polit ical commit tee interviewed, endorsed, and offered 
support  for four local candidates running in the Apri l 6 
general elect ion.Follow  the Missouri Chapter Sierra Club on Facebook 

for updates! @mosierraclub 
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COLUMBIA
Planning for the long term.
In June 2019, Columbia passed a Climate Act ion and Adaptat ion 
Plan (?CAAP?),  becoming one of the first  Missouri cit ies to adopt 
such a plan. The CAAP sets goals of reducing carbon emissions 
community-wide and eliminat ing them from city operat ions by 
2050. Short ly after rolling out its plan, the City became one of the 
first  in Missouri to adopt the 2018 Internat ional Energy 
Conservat ion Code to ensure all new resident ial and commercial 
buildings are built  to better protect residents' health and conserve 
energy. The code update also included a solar-ready amendment to 
accelerate the transit ion to renewable energy.

ST. LOUIS
Committing to  100% .
St. Louis was the first  Missouri city (and one of the largest in the 
country) to commit to transit ioning 100% of its electricity 
generat ion to renewable energy from wind and solar, becoming a 
model for other cit ies to follow for sett ing bold targets and achieving 
them through a community-driven process. In 2019, the  city  
released a comprehensive Pathways Report to guide implementat ion 
of its plan for years to come, not ing that cont inued public 
engagement is key.  Since then, St. Louis has added 18 electric buses 
to its fleet and passed building performance standards to reduce 
emissions from large older buildings. 

KANSAS CITY
Just transition  centered on community needs. 
In 2020, Kansas City passed a resolut ion calling for the eliminat ion of 
greenhouse gas emissions from electricity consumption city-wide by 
2030, all to be achieved through a transparent and inclusive public 
engagement process centered in achieving an equitable transit ion 
away from fossil fuels. Weeks later, KC became one of the first  U.S. 
cit ies to support the strongest model building codes for energy 
efficiency to date in order to curb emissions from buildings. The city 
has also adopted a new bike plan and made public transit  free for all 
as it  works to make streets safer and make safe transportat ion more 
accessible and carbon free. 

From Cities Across the State
CA SE ST U D I ES
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Environmental Legislation During the Time of COVID-19
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

By Michael Berg 
To say the COVID-19 crisis profoundly affected the 2021 Missouri legislat ive session is an understatement.    
Commit tee chairs and the  majority leadership in the state legislature refused to mandate masks for the Capitol 
during the peak of the pandemic and would not  allow virtual test imony for commit tees - put t ing the lives of 
legislators,  staff ,  and visitors on the line. They used this dangerous environment to pass legislat ion that  does 
not  ref lect  the values of Missouri residents and puts our lives, environment,  democracy, and state at  risk. 

Because of the danger ,  we  could not  engage in the legislat ive session like we normally do. We did not  conduct  
any in-person lobby days nor did we encourage members to test ify at  the Capitol. We conducted virtual 
meet ings, w ith nearly 400 Missouri Sierrans meet ing with their legislators. We also used calls and emails to 
inf luence legislat ion. Thank you to our Chapter Legislat ive Commit tee for staying engaged and keeping up 
with Jefferson City during two dif f icult ,  pandemic-affected sessions. 

DEFEATED: Weakened Hazardous Waste Protect ions. One bill that  did not pass was Senate Bill 

40. It  would have removed the power of Missouri Air Conservat ion Commission, Clean Water 
Commission and Hazardous Waste Commission to modify their fee structure ? weakening our states 
ent ire pollut ion control structure and potent ially defunding the environmental law enforcement sect ion 
of the Department of Natural Resources. 

WIN for Clean Energy!  Thanks to House Bill 734, Missouri ut ilit ies will soon be able to more quickly 

finance the ret irement of old, cost ly, and pollut ing coal fired power plants. The new law authorizes 
ratepayer-backed bond securitzat ion ? a financing tool already being ut ilized by ut ilit ies throughout the 
United States to speed up their t ransit ion away from fossil fuels  and towards renewable energy.

STOPPED: Weakened Air Quality Test ing for Metro St . Louis. House Bill 661 got an unrelated 

late-night Senate addit ion at the very end of session. This bill would have ended vehicle emissions test ing 
for Jefferson, Franklin and St. Charles count ies. Metro St. Louis air does not present ly meet federal air 
quality standards. Vehicle emissions test ing in these count ies is part  of a federally mandated program to 
clean up our air and protect human health and the environment. According to the bill?s own fiscal note, 
Missouri risked losing up to $52 million in federal highway funds per year for flout ing the federal Clean 
Air Act. Fortunately,  Governor Parson vetoed this dangerous bill.

ELIMINATED: Local Control. Senate Bill 230 stated that local governments cannot enact any 

regulat ions concerning what kind of energy can and cannot be used within its jurisdict ion. This bill was 
created by the methane gas industry in response to more and more American cit ies taking act ion to move 
towards electrificat ion and phase out dirty climate-change-inducing fracked gas. SB230 was added as an 
amendment to House Bill 734 and passed.

PROTECTED Public Lands. The 2021 legislat ive session was an excellent year for Missouri?s public 

lands. Our parks system received crit ical funding. None of the attempts to weaken the Conservat ion 
Department advanced far. A bill to sell Eleven Point State Park went nowhere after thousands of  
Missourians contacted their legislators about the need to protect the park!

Legislat ive Updates



Osage Group Receives Grant to Build a Soil Carbon Sink
GRASSROOTS CLIMATE ACTION

By Carolyn Amparan
The Osage Group applied for and 
received a nat ional Sierra Club 
Grassroots Network Grant  for 2021.   
Our project  is to create a 
demonstrat ion of a soil carbon sink.  
We will use the project   to create the 
carbon sink and educate others to 
grow our local volunteer network.

When the demonstrat ion site is 
ready it  w ill be used to help educate 
landowners, farmers and gardeners 
how to apply these techniques to 
their own property.   Our partner in 
this project  is the Columbia Urban 
Agriculture Center.   This is an 
urban farm that  is already dedicated 
to teaching others how to be urban 
farmers and good stewards of the 

soil.   This past  year they moved to 
a new and larger site in Columbia 
but  the soil needs lots of help.  The 
new site is co-located with the 
Columbia Farmers Market  making it  
a perfect  demonstrat ion site.  The 
food that  is grown on the urban 
farm is donated to the local food 
pantry.   Our project  benef its the 
local community experiencing food 
insecurity by increasing the farm 's 
product ivity,  and our project  w ill 
also help sequester carbon and 
serve as a demonstrat ion site to 
teach others.      

Eventually we hope to have three 
dif ferent  plots at  the Urban Ag 
Farm, each focused on a dif ferent  
growing environment.   The soil 

amendments have already been 
installed in the f irst  plot  and sweet  
potatoes were planted the f irst  
week of June.   The long term goal 
of the project  is to mot ivate 
landowners across Missouri to use 
carbon sequestrat ion pract ices.  
Once we get  our Grassroots 
Network Page created, anyone will 
be able to follow our work online in 
the Sierra Club Grassroots 
Network.   For more informat ion on 
the project  or to volunteer please 
contact  
sc.osage.group@gmail.com.  The 
grant  funds will be used for soil 
amendments and to support  
educat ion of others. 

Improving Streetlights to Protect Birds and Save Energy

CONSERVATION  & WILDLIFE UPDATES  - ONLINE FEATURES

THB Group Urges Kansas City to Adopt 
Sustainable Streetlights 
By Dee McCreary 
Read about  the Thomas Hart  Benton 
Group's  ef forts to encourage  Kansas 
City leaders to  adopt  a sustainable 
st reet light  system that  improves the 
lives of all Kansas City residents and 
m it igates harm to other species, like 
m igratory birds. 

Sierra Club Participates in 
International  Dark Sky Initiative  
By Stephanie Todd 
The Sierra Club will be part icipat ing 
in the f irst  annual Missouri Chapter 
of the Internat ional Dark Sky 
Associat ion ( IDA) conference.  The 
conference is October 3 ? 4 at  
Missouri State University in 
Springf ield,  MO. There will be no 
cost  to part icipate in the conference 
either in- person or via Zoom.   

Osage Group volunteers,  Dee Dokken and Gabe Amparan, applying soil amendments to the crop rows.  
Photo by Carolyn Amparan

Find these art icles online at  
www.sierraclub.org/MISSOURI
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St. Louis Alderman Tina 'Sweet-T' Pihl and Organizer Ashton 
Kuehnel joined healthcare advocates and allies across the 

state to rally for Medicaid Expansion. Photo by Sweet-T Pihl.
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Are you new to the Sierra Club and want to learn more about 
our organization? Or a long- time member looking to 
sharpen your skills? 

Join friends and neighbors for the Missouri Chapter's 
f irst -ever School for Act ivists in August !  Together we will 
explore the skills and tools needed to be effect ive 
advocates in our communit ies. 

We will start  w ith Sierra Club 101  on Wednesday August  18  
at  6:30 PM. Join us for a Zoom conversat ion about   the 
Sierra Club's values, campaigns, and one of the key 
proponents of act ivism: sharing your story.

This mult i-session t raining will go through basics in 
organizing like making a campaign plan, community 
mapping, host ing st rategic events,  and much more!  
Throughout  the t raining, you will receive toolkits,  
resources, and one-on-one guidance from Sierra Club staff  
and  volunteers on how to build effect ive campaigns in your 
community.  

Watch your inbox to sign up or email Kane at 
Missouri.Chapter@SierraClub.org to learn more. 
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