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Virtual Workshops, Webinars, and Classes

Interested in improving your enviro know-how from the comfort of home? Take advantage of
one or more of the following virtual opportunities this summer and fall!

1. Clean Energy Virginia webinar series
The focus is on recent legislation that creates incentives for clean energy businesses to expand
or locate in Virginia.

Energy Storage

Wednesday, August 5; 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Get a detailed review of the utility energy storage requirement within the Virginia Clean
Economy Act (VCEA). Discussion on the current policy landscape, existing barriers to large-
scale energy storage deployment, opportunities for third party developers, and how storage
can bolster energy and economic resilience across Virginia. Register

Utility-Scale Solar and Onshore Wind

Wednesday, August 12; 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Learn about the ambitious renewable energy goals within the Virginia Clean Economy Act
(VCEA) and associate bills that will transition Virginia’s energy landscape by mid-century.
Utility scale solar and onshore wind components of the VCEA as well as renewable energy
credits and deficiency payments will be discussed. Attendees will also receive an overview of
state-level permitting and a breakdown of energy equity programs to ensure clean energy to
all Virginians. Register

Offshore Wind

Wednesday, August 19; 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Join a conversation among offshore wind industry experts as to why Virginia is the natural
choice to build America’s newest renewable energy industry. Virginia is acting now in the
transition to a new energy era. DMME Director John Warren said: "We are excited about
implementing strategies that include how we use energy, how we store energy, and how we
deploy new energy assets, all in creating a carbon free state-of-the-art electric grid. Deep
water, no overhead air draft, available land, prepared workforce and commitment from the
state government— that is the Virginia Advantage.” Register


https://covaconf.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=covaconf&service=6&rnd=0.38285538546930353&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovaconf.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b00000004b63752418c2231314b788cc3253f2ca2249de9942212f219582def2c4a61a711%26siteurl%3Dcovaconf%26confViewID%3D165033530489843504%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAASyHHa1SrckVJqU6eL34njvufGtxvdUcbbAuvEa38DgDw2%26
https://covaconf.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=covaconf&service=6&rnd=0.1501480059789715&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovaconf.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b0000000469f088eaa08d4c8b83e0b00866f8415efde2025dffa03baf38896a6e9f20cbfd%26siteurl%3Dcovaconf%26confViewID%3D165033260632518387%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAQK9MJBL1hMqFjKfzzyHIdkD1C0fhSf_wF26PfMR38txQ2%26
https://covaconf.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=covaconf&service=6&rnd=0.8029044334011891&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovaconf.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000049bca01716e4caf3c16bc4b2e8d051fdca2f574c9a74dbe0c20710ac7e03eb5ac%26siteurl%3Dcovaconf%26confViewID%3D165033875396898522%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAARF7wL0c2L-vr2NTc25A8aZ7tww7AQSjBUwXIfOouROcQ2%26

CONTACT: More details on the Clean Energy Virginia initiative, including how to register for
the webinar series, can be found here. For more information, contact Jordan Burns

at jordan.burns@dmme.virginia.gov (804) 786-7900.

SPONSOR: Hosted by Governor Ralph Northam’s Office and the Virginia Department of
Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME)

2. Webinar: Lessons from the Living Landscape

WHEN: Monday, August 3; 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Horticulturists Rick Darke and wife Melinda Zoehrer have been creating and tending their
home garden for more than a quarter century. The garden is a living laboratory devoted to
proving how residential landscapes can be beautiful, manageable, and joyfully livable while
sustaining a vibrant diversity of plant and animal communities. Rick will share insights and
strategies from what continues to be an inspiring journey. His many books include The Living
landscape: Designing for Beauty and Biodiversity in the Home Garden, co-authored with Doug
Tallamy. Click here to register for this virtual event. Fee: $5, $10 or $15 (whichever one of these
fees you would like to pay when you register)

SPONSOR: Audubon Society of Northern Virginia

3. ACEEE Summer Study Webinar: How Deep Can Building Retrofits Go?
WHEN: Tuesday, August 4, 1:00 p.m.

Energy-efficient building retrofits are critical for saving money, reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, and meeting climate goals. This free webinar, a sneak peek of ACEEE’s Summer
Study Buildings, will explore the potential scale and energy savings of retrofits for single-family
homes as well as multifamily and commercial buildings. Authors of three Summer Study
papers will preview and discuss their findings.

REGISTER

Moderator: Jennifer Thorne Amann, Buildings Program Director, American Council for an
Energy-Efficient Economy

Speakers:

Chrissi Antonopoulos, Analyst, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL)

Paul Mathew, Staff Scientist and Department Head, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
(LBNL)

Paul Torcellini, Principal Engineer, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)

4. Fall and Winter Vegetable Gardening

WHEN: Friday, August 7, 10:00 —11:30 a.m.

Wondering what to plant when the weather starts to cool? Join the Master Gardeners of
Northern Virginia to learn what to plant when, and simple tips for success. They will discuss
inexpensive techniques to extend your harvest and ways to enjoy some of your crops in the


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NaRFd5YqP48ap61yFx597KvwXBMvktspCRjIN5xNoDNppG15LNiMSMtfGAUrLj9eXnkm6PM7Y7ispwiYFWQ7rkegaJj2HNsrGEh5IjDvAqNXhYZNH8FV8eEu2Gc3bG6kQ7dzNfMLvbUwvxfIpjUIlyfjBgVo1QOmnhVcZfNkidi1Ao72nD1XjP-_-ZgM0ffCSXZHPbf-q76h240iMYPP_YmwBB2VYdVVTnOxtjxh6a0nh4HvP3vwkxoOs_0x_vjPs2Nf6WGsdEO9WyRSiMre8A==&c=CpeMCkkAGLCf_vgQ9_frlfPd-FxcYe-SXvgESi4zdwPlTnT93li7EQ==&ch=nqumDtLQeD-xmZ4RaMwuR-rEscNIGhQFWHSUW8M9V8uQw5bOUzvzug==
mailto:jordan.burns@dmme.virginia.gov
https://www.audubonva.org/asnv-events/living-landscape-webinar
https://www2.aceee.org/e/310911/buildings-summer-study-virtual/t34h49/621141422?h=MZY3QXBjIzmcubPkFNRop7_qHvNmG1OOwJoYobLPw-k
https://www2.aceee.org/e/310911/buildings-summer-study-virtual/t34h49/621141422?h=MZY3QXBjIzmcubPkFNRop7_qHvNmG1OOwJoYobLPw-k
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=&eventid=2537428&sessionid=1&key=BAA5DAE4F2D5EE058C3EDD52FB34DE71&regTag=&sourcepage=register

dead of winter. They will also discuss how to select and plant winter cover crops to improve
your soil for next year. The speaker is Extension Master Gardener Dona Lee, an avid vegetable
gardener who previously shared her tips on how to grow fantastic tomatoes all summer

long! Free.

RSVP at https://mgnv.org/events/ to receive the link to participate.

5. Virtual Offshore Wind Lunch & Learn

WHEN: August 11, 12:00 p.m.

Want to learn about the relationship between clean energy and climate change? Want to learn
about offshore wind generally? This is the meeting for you! Learn about offshore wind that will
be built off the coast of Virginia Beach, what wind turbines are, and why wind energy is
important. Join the Sierra Club for an informational meeting designed with entry-level info to
introduce people to these ideas. RSVP for this online event.

6. EcoAction Arlington Energy Master Volunteer Training

Energy Masters is a program that promotes a more energy efficient and sustainable
community, is now accepting community and student (age 16 or older) volunteer applications
for the 2020-2021 training program, which begins in October.

Energy Master volunteers complete a training course on energy efficiency and water
conservation techniques to equip them to deliver hands-on conservation upgrades and
community education in affordable housing communities in Northern Virginia. The training will
likely be delivered virtually, with any in-person sessions or volunteer opportunities determined
based on local and regional restrictions and social distancing measures in place.

For more information about the Energy Masters program, including an overview of the
program requirements and fall training dates, or to begin the application process, visit
https://www.ecoactionarlington.org/energy.

EcoAction is hosting a free online informational happy hour on Thursday, August 13 from 5:30-
6:30pm. Please register at https://tinyurl.com/EMHappyHourRegistration. Join to learn more
about the program from current volunteers.

There is a cost to the training that begins in October. Apply before August 15 to receive a $15
early bird discount. The application period will close on September 20, or earlier if the class has
filled.

7. Managing Wildlife in the Urban Home Landscape

WHEN: Friday, August 14, 10:00 —11:30 a.m.

Learn how to manage and control garden critters affecting your vegetables, fruits,
ornamentals, and lawn with Kirsten Conrad, the Agricultural Natural Resource Extension Agent
for Arlington County and City of Alexandria. This will be an informative and entertaining look


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..5fhlcB9gSbVqAOSOq3BNZv9sJ7t8h5psw5-AQyIf5bk/s/514733444/br/81022723053-l
https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?formcampaignid=7013q000001aoTeAAI
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..NbdK-RDXmjpfSW-ab4ExNGlETwKxA64LaOXqWwdZ-qo/s/514733444/br/81476026007-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..en9w14Y_iv_Swzt1gAS1GN3w3B8Y7EFRal66mPvCRxU/s/514733444/br/81476026007-l

at some of the science-based advice offered in the Pest Management Guide: Home Grounds and
Animals 2020 published by the Virginia Cooperative Extension (download for free

at https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/456/456-018/456-018.html).

Free. RSVP at https://mgnv.org/events/ to receive link to participate.

8. Native Grasses, Sedges and Rushes for the Home Landscape

WHEN: Friday, August 21, 10:00 — 11:30 a.m.

This class explains how native grasses, sedges and rushes can add structure and beauty to your
garden all year long. Explore the landscape uses for native grasses and sedges, learn how to
maintain them, and appreciate the important ways that these plants support wildlife. The
speaker is Extension Master Gardener Elaine Mills who researches and writes the resources for
the Tried and True Native Plant Selections for the Mid-Atlantic at https://mgnv.org/plants/.

Free. RSVP at https://mgnv.org/events/ to receive link to participate.

9. Fall Lawn Care

WHEN: Friday, August 28, 10:00 —11:30 a.m.

Fall is the ideal time to restore cool-season grass, the most common turfgrass grown on lawns
in our area. This program will describe how to improve lawns and the underlying soil, and
outline steps for ensuring a beautiful weed-free lawn with an emphasis on sustainable
practices and minimizing the impact to our native pollinators and wildlife. The speaker is
Extension Master Gardener Joyce Hylton, who, in addition to Spring and Fall lawn care, is an
expert in weed identification and management.

Free. RSVP at https://mgnv.org/events/ to receive link to participate.

10. Wetland Ecology

WHEN: Tuesday, September 8; 7:30 p.m.

Dr. Christian Jones of George Mason University’s Potomac Science Center will give a
presentation titled Wetland Ecosystems in the Mid-Atlantic: Types, Functions and Threats. This
meeting will be online using the Zoom platform and require advance registration. To sign up,
email info@fodm.org and put September 8 program in the subject line and your name in the
body of the email.

SPONSOR: Friends of Dyke Marsh

11.Livable Public Play Spaces that Integrate Natural Systems

Resilience Webinar Series Part 2

WHEN: Tuesday, September 15; 12 to 1:30 p.m.

Play space in US cities too often conjures an image of landscapes consisting of sterile, mono-
dimensional playsets designed to entertain infant and small children. Too often, parks in the
US give little consideration to the inclusion of multiple generations or cultures, the mitigation


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..zqOD5tTQfufBgYpABGkPcsmbxrtvCgLWbyyNb_EO7sI/s/514733444/br/81022723053-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..jAaUQx6sFdc5hcFdEKP2O1ZY8G-3k_qrdnSocIUeFoA/s/514733444/br/81022723053-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..0ogfC3Psw7krBW4duTaPUzm1QglAenAFUAVoOW6jBo4/s/514733444/br/81022723053-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Ab64xRSa0fF15q5w-sFyZPf60dyE3Xx5y6ZjzmZzA6c/s/514733444/br/81022723053-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..IebO8BkDVwZbmd7pnhRYsE2FAIlQKtNZ6kLnyzD44mU/s/514733444/br/81022723053-l
mailto:info@fodm.org

of urban heat island, or inspire curiosity, adventure, or inspiration. The demand for parks that
are ecological and multi-functional has seldom been greater in light of the COVID-19 crisis —
especially in the realm of mental health. Join Herbert Dreiseitl for a discussion of his work on
ecological play spaces in cities such as Pforzheim, Gelsenkirchen and Singapore. He will share
his work in these cities and their potential inform equivalent efforts in our region.

Register here.

SPONSOR: Northern Virginia Regional Commission

12. Naturalist Hour

WHEN: various times

Enjoy these sessions with local regional nature experts to learn about various topics, including
trees, caterpillars, fish, bees, edible plants, and more. Each program has an 8o registrant limit.
Participants will be emailed the link on the day of the program. If you don’t receive the email,
please check your spam folder. Registration closes at g a.m. on the day of a program occurring
at 1 p.m. Registration closes at 2 p.m. on the day of a program occurring at 7 p.m. If you have
trouble accessing Zoom during the program, please contact diane.lill@anshome.org.

Learn more and sign up for a session!

This content originally appeared in the August 2020 issue of the Mount Vernon Sierran, the Mount Vernon Group’s
quarterly newsletter. Opinions expressed in this article are the author’s and do not necessarily reflect official positions
of the Mount Vernon Group or the Sierra Club. For more information about the Mount Vernon Group, please visit
virginia.sierraclub.org/mvg/.
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