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From the 
Co-Chair

by Tom Rutkowski
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This month for the first time in its 175 year history, Scientific American has endorsed a presidential candidate, drawing a line 
between one contender who offers “fact-based plans to protect our health, our economy and the environment” and one 
engaged in “ongoing denial of reality.” The editors felt compelled to defend not only science itself but also safety of the 
citizens who depend on leaders making sound decision based on it. Just a few days later the New England Journal of Medicine 
broke its 208 year practice of avoiding politics by publishing an endorsement titled, “Dying in a Leadership Vacuum.” The 
contrast between our two presidential nominees is so stark there is no need to even identify which candidate these 
publications endorsed. Both of these decisions are unprecedented. That’s also a very generous way to describe the last four 
years in America.

As a Sierra Club member you already know how much is at stake in this election and you’re going to vote. In a normal 
election year, you might also be registering voters, working at the polls, and knocking on doors, but like everything else in 

our lives, that too has been disrupted. We’re a long way from normal in almost every sense. To 
adapt, political campaigns have used a variety of options including relational organizing, a method 
where people reach out to friends and family members about the election. One study by the Analyst 
Institute found that such outreach is three times more effective than knocking on a stranger’s door. 
Given the political polarization of our time, you might have difficulty finding someone you know 
who isn’t voting or isn’t voting like you. In these last few days before the election it would be great if 
you could reach out to someone who could use a little encouragement from a different perspective, 
a little nudge toward a better world where “unprecedented” isn’t the most generous term we could 
use to describe the times we live in.

The Southeast Gateway Group and the John Muir Chapter are happy to endorse the federal 
candidate below and the state runners on the next page. It is also time to elect SEGG’s governing members. Please see page 
7 for more information and send in your ballot on page 8 by Nov. 24.  Thank You!

POLITICAL ENDORSEMENTS
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GET INVOLVED         VOTE!

The following candidates received not only the Sierra Club 
endorsement, they've also been designated as 

2020 Environmental Champions by the John Muir Chapter.

SIERRA CLUB POLITICAL ENDORSEMENTS

Other Endorsements:

Senator Bob Wirch
State Senate District 22 
(Somers)

Representative 
Tip McGuire 
State Assembly District 64 
(Somers)

Representative 
Tod Ohnstad 
State Assembly 
District 65 (Kenosha)

Representative 
Greta Neubauer
State Assembly District 66 
(Racine)

Joel Jacobsen
State Assembly District 63 
(Burlington)

August Schutz
State Assembly District 62 
(Caledonia)

Elizabeth Lochner-Abel
State Assembly District 31 
(Walworth)

Katherine Gaulke
State Assembly District 32 
(Elkhorn)
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GET INVOLVED         START HERE!
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Your donation helps us continue 
to "Explore, Enjoy and Protect"  
Southeast Wisconsin and beyond.

Checks made out to Sierra Club SEGG can be used towards any 
purpose the club sees fit. Should you prefer your donation to be 
used strictly for educational programs and activities, please make 
checks payable to Sierra Club Foundation.  
Please mail donations to our treasurer: 
Jeff Sytsma, 3508 Washington Ave, Racine WI 53405
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Stay Current with Monthly SEGG E-News and Environmentally-Minded Events Near You!
Email melissa.warner3@a2q.com to Sign Up
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    ECO EMOTIONS
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From the Co-Chair 
by Laura Buska 
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R E F E R E N D U M
According to the Southeast Gateway Groupʼs by-laws, a majority of two-thirds is needed to amend 

the by-laws. At this time if you are in favor of expanding the number of people serving on the 
Southeast Gateway Executive Committee from seven to eight members, please vote Yes.
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THE SIERRA CLUB'S SOUTHEAST GATEWAY GROUP OF WISCONSIN'S JOHN MUIR CHAPTER
E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E  C A N D I D A T E S

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR VOTING INSTRUCTIONS
BALLOTS DUE BY NOV.  24



THE SIERRA CLUB'S SOUTHEAST GATEWAY GROUP OF WISCONSIN'S JOHN MUIR CHAPTER
E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E  B A L L O T

Those receiving this newsletter and ballot electronically are asked to print the ballot 
and to validate their vote by writing in their membership number below. 

Find your membership number on your membership card or on the Sierra magazine label. 

Ballots without a valid number will not be counted. 

Those receiving a paper newsletter need only cut out the ballot. 
You may black out your name and address for anonymity. 

Please mail your ballot to: 

Nancy Hennessy, 5216 Wind Point Rd., Racine, WI 53402 

Deadline for voting is Nov. 24, 2020 

Vote for up to 5 candidates. Second box is for joint members only. 

  Membership No. ________________________            

    
Amy Macemon      Tom Rutkowski   Kelsey Saari

Laura Schulz Allan Sommer 

REFERENDUM
At this time, if you are in favor of expanding the number of people serving on the Southeast 

Gateway Executive Committee from seven to eight members please check here:  
YES

The newsletter of the 
Southeast Gateway Group 

is published quarterly by Group members.
Please send articles, event submissions, 

photographs, corrections and/or comments to: 

Nicole Reid - nreid23@wi.rr.com
Please use subject line: SEGG Newsletter

Deadline for Feb-Apr Issue:
Friday, Feb. 5, 2021

Executive Committee
Tom Rutkowski (Co-Chair/Programs).........................natom@wi.rr.com 
Laura Buska (Co-Chair/ Programs).............lauraannbuska@gmail.com
Zack Van Den Berge (Vice Chair).............vande104@rangers.uwp.edu 
Laura Schultz (Secretary/Programs)...........................schulz@uwp.edu 
Lisa Selje............................................................lisas2259@gmail.com 
Allan Sommer (Outings Chair)......................sommerallan4@gmail.com 
Andy Hayes.................................................hayes.andy.m@gmail.com

Other Group Leaders
Joe Dubaniewicz...............................................joeduban@yahoo.com 
Jeff Systma (Treasurer)............................................jeff12759@aol.com 
Laura Feider (Conservation/Racine)......................ljfeider@hotmail.com
Barry Thomas (Conservation/ Kenosha)...............bthomas6@wi.rr.com 
Melissa Warner (Editor, E-News).................melissa.warner3@a2q.com 
Mary Schroeder (Hospitality)...............ilovedogsandcats2@yahoo.com 
Jessica True (Outings).....................................jessicatrue@yahoo.com

2020 Southeast Gateway Group Leadership
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Follow Us!

What's Inside:
Time to Vote!

Sierra Club Endorsements
SEGG Ex. Comm. Ballot

John Muir Chapter Book Club
SEGG Memorial Benches  
Annual Planning Meeting

Sierra Club Calendars
Eco Anxiety Week Recap
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