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Social/Racial Justice Resources for Sno-Isle Sierra Club Group 
 

The death of George Floyd in Minneapolis has drawn new attention to the institutional racism 

and police brutality experienced by many in our region and nation.  

 

A recent article in the San Francisco Chronicle summed up much of what has been emerging in 

conversations across our nation. 

 

“To be a strong white ally, you must assume racism is everywhere, every day, all the time,” 

said Debra Gore-Mann, president of the Greenlining Institute, a racial equity organization. 

“Some people say, ‘That sounds exhausting.’ Well, welcome to being black....” 

...Longtime advocates say becoming an ally involves a lot of work. And time. And a 

willingness to make yourself vulnerable... 

...But [white people] have to make an effort. Emmy Award-winning comedian and CNN host 

W. Kamau Bell of Berkeley said that “right now, a lot of white people are frozen by the 

(feeling), ‘I don’t know what to do, so I’ll do nothing.’ “That’s why black people get 

brutalized by police officers over and over again, because white people go, ‘That was so bad, 

I feel so bad.’ But then a couple of weeks later (they say), ‘Back to my yoga classes,’” Bell 

told Conan O’Brien on his TBS show last week. 

Let’s hold ourselves, our friends and acquaintances accountable to ensure that this isn’t one more 

tragedy that eventually gets forgotten by white people. The resources below are opportunities to 

engage, and to explore the entangled connections between environmental and social justice while 

educating yourself in preparation for advancing needed changes. 

 

 

Links to sections within this resource 
 

Take Action to Advance the Cause of Environment and Social Justice 

Stay Informed about the Work of National Environmental Organizations 

Help Select Local Pro-environment and Social Justice Leaders 

Positively Influence November’s Local, Regional and National Voting 

Read Timely Voices of Local African Americans 

Resources for White Parents to Raise Anti-racist Children 

Articles to Read 

Videos to Watch 

Podcasts to Subscribe To 

Books to Read 

Audiobooks to Listen To and Learn From Amidst the Protests  

Books for Kids and Teens about Race, Racism and Police Violence 

Films and TV Series to Watch 

Organizations to Follow on Social Media 

Guides 

More Anti-racism Resources to Check Out 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/Being-a-white-ally-of-African-Americans-means-15321365.php
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Take Action to Advance the Cause of Environment and Social Justice 

 

Educate yourself by reading and watching informational items that expose the truth about 
racism in this country. See Sno-Isle Library’s Anti-Racist Resources. 
 
Join and support the Snohomish NAACP Chapter.  
 
Donate to the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. 
 
Sign petitions and send emails. 
 
Work on these Justice in June actions, for either 10, 25 or 45 minutes a day. 
 
Join the Communities of Color Coalition (C3), a non-partisan group of citizens who meet on 
behalf of the people of Snohomish County to discuss, problem-solve, and advocate for 
social justice, cultural and religious respect and human rights, especially for people of color 
and other under-represented groups. Their major areas of concern include but are not 
limited to the elimination of personal and institutional racism; equal access to and 
opportunities in education; equal access to and opportunities in economic development 
and employment; and fair and equal treatment under the law and in our society. 
 
Take immediate action to fight for Breonna Taylor. Visit FightForBreonna.org. 
 
Read and follow up on other items from this list of immediate actions we all can take, 
including: advocate for specific cases and policy, educate yourself and others, donate to 
grassroots organizations and bail funds, and protect Black communities dying of COVID-19. 

 

Stay Informed about the Work of National Environmental Organizations 

 

Message from Sierra Club Director Michael Brune: From Outrage to Justice 
 
Sierra Club Webinar: Democracy, Voting and Racial Justice in a Time of Coronavirus 

 
Read this article in Sierra magazine: Racism is Killing the Planet 
 
Watch the League of Conservation Voter’s conversation with Joe Biden 
 
Also read this message regarding equity from the Audubon Society 
 
And, the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Coalition offers this Information 
 
Review these resources recommended by Washington Conservation Voters: 

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=89939398e5fe1d3ecb24d2cd6785403ed305edb8e66a3cf64828b4fb47fb01d5cdf4b350a249378cef1eadd06be9fc0d7f4637e6a713f7f7
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=89939398e5fe1d3edaf55d659ca025420080c04b67218d2c138499bccdf77a967c3f5a206b361f1be5ee08b7bac98b102b94eb44110d7aff
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=89939398e5fe1d3eb5690789927363b5b8faf299c74a4d7d03fef704dea74341e6d0736c5c8d9c202b2fe0fbc659b227b661e89a61fe0d26
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=89939398e5fe1d3ee26e09e2321e5698b7a2dd3c0ebf779745a21307489ae3b4544aab93f7c459f2d7abfe6d2ddfb26f9510b33a95263000
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=89939398e5fe1d3e87a676e025f0111cbcf4fb1819d70a5c5bb115fe3e72ed771bca11d36f2b0e5a2ef6d593b7833585d9a770b5528ec184
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=78e59241e9769681d41524eabf03e2f464462d7a21c3ae11a22d984ffab3d0d989edd5ac4987ef3c5e7195b457f7768b2d41ddcbe195e9a9
http://fightforbreonna.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AIj0xvLAlelj1p2zwazRNNwQFMkKSlum-sgI1bce8aY/edit
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=78e59241e97696815b70451619f58cbcece423e184bcf0b126bee5d79f167017383766594d6c1b0136ccc7f7728ad8d0b919b22cdfa5cfca
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=278128753425132&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/racism-killing-planet#.Xt5glrjPEio.twitter
https://links.messages.lcv.org/ctt?ms=NTU0ODk5MwS2&kn=2&r=MTA5NTI0NzgwODY0S0&b=0&j=MTA0MDY5MDg5MwS2&mt=1&rt=0
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=78e59241e9769681d4dc2b25ef4d74aa1ccb21c2c9caa16f0dba8cf17dbb0862a94be941817b7906f5a7cf594ada22727bffdd8f70ef85fc
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=78e59241e97696819205c94c5642a494378f7285456489800baeb7eae83b0532b8a890b344874cf84ca06b7ae7d9bafc46ea4c13fc4eb921
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• I’m a Black Climate Expert. Racism Derails our Efforts to Save the Planet. By Dr. Ayana 
Elizabeth Johnson in The Washington Post. 

• Black Environmentalists Talk About Climate and Anti-Racism, by Somini Sengupta, 
featuring Sam Grant, Robert D. Bullard, and Heather McGhee, in The New York Times. 

• Why Racial Justice is Climate Justice, by Claire Elise Thompson, featuring Adrien Salazar, 
Kerene Tayloe, Julian Brave NoiseCat, Mariah Gladstone, and Alvaro S. Sanchez, in Grist. 

• We Need You to Fight for Us to Breathe, by April Sims in The Stand. 
 

Help Select Local Pro-environment and Social Justice Leaders 

Do you have an interest in helping direct our future activities to promote social justice as 
well as to protect our environment? Nominations are now open for members in Island and 
Snohomish counties. Help build a diverse leadership team. Contact our nominations 
committee at Sno-Isle@Washington.SierraClub.org 

Positively Influence November’s Local, Regional and National Voting 

Check out state and local candidates endorsed by Washington Conservation Voters 

President Obama has reminded us that voting is an important way to work for justice. In his 

recent speech, he pointed out that electing officials who support our values is essential to 

change. You can help by participating in Sierra Club's massive effort to Get Out the Vote 

 

Obama’s writing has resonated. He has some great posts from June 1st and again on June 

4th where he says, “Real change requires protest to highlight a problem, and politics to 

implement practical solutions and laws.” And then he goes on to talk about steps Mayors and 

elected officials can take right now.  

 

Hold our elected officials accountable to adopt the 8cantwait policies. “Research shows 

more restrictive use of force policies can reduce killings by police and save lives. Tell your 

city to adopt all eight of these policies.” Ask your city where it stands on these policies and 

then advocate!  

 

Read Timely Voices of Local African Americans 

 

• State Rep. John Lovick (44th District, Mill Creek) reflects on what 526 horrible seconds of 
video brought to mind. 

• Former King County Executive Ron Sims writes in a recent Op-Ed, “When hope is elusive, 
only anger and despair remain.” 

• Ed Taylor, a University of Washington vice provost and dean, in his essay writes, 
“Nothing about the moment is OK. No one I know is OK.” 

• Brenda Leaks, an educator in Seattle, writes of her ongoing talk on race with her 10-
year-old son: “We have talked about violence against Black people — men and women.” 

• Dr. Benjamin Danielson , a Black pediatrician at Seattle Children’s Odessa Brown 
Children’s Clinic, writes that while he enjoys the support of family and community, “I 

https://waenvironment.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhyldky-jruhithhki-y/
https://waenvironment.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhyldky-jruhithhki-j/
https://waenvironment.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhyldky-jruhithhki-t/
https://waenvironment.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhyldky-jruhithhki-i/
mailto:Sno-Isle@Washington.SierraClub.org?subject=Local%20Nominations
https://waenvironment.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhjdjyk-jruhithhki-y/
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=78e59241e9769681d49f9661b428f3a1c60c322368ee944075cf2b8719deb8ba9c4454daa32a1e2937965749a37bd1c1f14ac271e40ac821
https://www.facebook.com/barackobama/posts/10157802011441749?__tn__=K-R
https://www.facebook.com/pg/barackobama/posts/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/barackobama/posts/
https://8cantwait.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XS-frPPH7cSDf5ovsj6RG4z4ukMlozPxLki7WjBnK_Q/edit
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/comment-what-526-horrible-seconds-of-video-brought-to-mind/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/comment-what-526-horrible-seconds-of-video-brought-to-mind/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/when-hope-is-elusive-only-anger-and-despair-remain/?utm_source=marketingcloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Viewpoints+06-08-2020_6_9_2020&utm_term=Active%20subscriber
http://click.email.seattletimes.com/?qs=5e3054be7374008acf2d3dcdaa5b636cc7721b4c0b616ea624ea1cf5cadd63f18ef4433b3f2b7552cbc725caf392b5f9941f57ca1a365d6e
http://click.email.seattletimes.com/?qs=5e3054be7374008a24b6c7dc2e91bb300b224ba5b9b0605a7d19d618d34667eee954f8bdcf2f0d36c6beb3804501f089f05895895a7000ae
http://click.email.seattletimes.com/?qs=5e3054be7374008a7213950f1ea54d7d0bc34dc89030dba446d2da2b9a34eba462a3986c2c4d261a3d74624b37741a4cd68ed3b4408740a7
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have also had the wind knocked out of me by my share of denigrations through racist 
acts. I am continually traumatized by societal denigration that I cannot turn away from.” 

• Check out this essay by 90-year-old Robert Radford, who has lived through some of 

America’s darkest days, but who is unbowed: “I continue to believe in America, my 

country, despite all that I have witnessed and continue to witness…” 

 

Resources for White Parents to Raise Anti-racist Children 

 

Books: 

• Coretta Scott King Book Award Winners: books for children and young adults 

• 31 Children's books to support conversations on race, racism and resistance 

• “Something Happened in Our Town”, a picture book by Marianne Celano 

Podcasts: 

• Parenting Forward podcast episode ‘Five Pandemic Parenting Lessons with Cindy 

Wang Brandt’ 

• Fare of the Free Child podcast 

• Integrated Schools podcast episode “Raising White Kids with Jennifer Harvey” 

Articles: 

• PBS’s Teaching Your Child About Black History Month 

• Your Kids Aren't Too Young to Talk About Race: Resource Roundup from Pretty 

Good 

Media: 

• The Conscious Kid: follow them on Instagram and consider signing up for their 

Patreon 

 

Articles to Read 

 

• America’s Racial Contract Is Killing Us, by Adam Serwer, Atlantic, May 8, 2020 
• Ella Baker and the Black Freedom Movement, Mentoring a New Generation of Activists 
• My Life as an Undocumented Immigrant by Jose Antonio Vargas, The New York Times 

Magazine, June 22. 2011 
• The 1619 Project, all the articles, The New York Times Magazine 
• The Combahee River Collective Statement 
• The Intersectionality Wars by Jane Coaston, Vox, May 28, 2019 
• Tips for Creating Effective White Caucus Groups, developed by Craig Elliott PhD 
• Where do I donate? Why is the uprising violent? Should I go protest? by Courtney 

Martin, June 1, 2020 
• White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack, by Peggy McIntosh 
• Who Gets to Be Afraid in America? , by Dr. Ibram X. Kendi, Atlantic, May 12, 2020 
• Elijah Anderson, “The White Space” 
• Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case for Reparations”  
• Robin DiAngelo, “Nothing to Add: The Role of White Silence in Racial Discussions” and 

“White Fragility” 
• Cheryl Harris, “Whiteness as Property” 
• Camara Phyllis Jones, “Levels of Racism: A Theoretic Framework and a Gardener’s Tale” 

http://click.email.seattletimes.com/?qs=5e3054be7374008a7c877e19f705bcdcbfa52388a2d3127259301400002b88a9046c12347d95866e86e77dbd44ca87689a21b7b8ec815dc5
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/coretta-scott-king-book-award-winners
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/26-childrens-books-to-support-conversations-on-race-racism-resistance
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parenting-forward/id1403686245?i=1000474951309
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parenting-forward/id1403686245?i=1000474951309
https://www.raisingfreepeople.com/podcast/
https://integratedschools.simplecast.com/episodes/harvey
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/teaching-your-child-about-black-history-month
https://www.prettygooddesign.org/blog/Blog%20Post%20Title%20One-5new4
https://www.prettygooddesign.org/blog/Blog%20Post%20Title%20One-5new4
https://www.instagram.com/theconsciouskid/
https://www.patreon.com/theconsciouskid
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/05/americas-racial-contract-showing/611389/
https://drive.google.com/a/glaze0101.com/file/d/0By2bSlBi5slDbXB2enJ0RzN6c3M/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/26/magazine/my-life-as-an-undocumented-immigrant.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.html
http://circuitous.org/scraps/combahee.html
https://www.vox.com/the-highlight/2019/5/20/18542843/intersectionality-conservatism-law-race-gender-discrimination
http://convention.myacpa.org/houston2018/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Guidelines-for-Effective-White-Caucuses.pdf
https://medium.com/@cemwrites/where-do-i-donate-why-is-the-uprising-violent-should-i-go-protest-5cefeac37ef9
http://convention.myacpa.org/houston2018/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/UnpackingTheKnapsack.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/05/ahmaud-arbery/611539/
https://sociology.yale.edu/sites/default/files/pages_from_sre-11_rev5_printer_files.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://robindiangelo.com/2018site/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Nothing-to-Add-Published.pdf
https://robindiangelo.com/2018site/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/White-Fragility-Published.-1.pdf
https://sph.umd.edu/sites/default/files/files/Harris_Whiteness%20as%20Property_106HarvLRev-1.pdf
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdf/10.2105/AJPH.90.8.1212
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• Ibram X. Kendi, “A History of Race and Racism in America, in 24 Chapters” 
• National Equity Project, “Lens of Systemic Oppression” and “Implicit Bias and Structural 

Racialization” 
• Devah Pager and Bruce Western, “Identifying Discrimination at Work: The Use of Field 

Experiments” 
• William L. Patterson, We Charge Genocide 
• Kaitlin Smith, “Bearing Witness: The Death of George Floyd” 
• Bryan Stevenson, “On the Frustration Behind the George Floyd Protests” 

 

Videos to Watch 

 

• Black Feminism & the Movement for Black Lives with Barbara Smith, Reina Gossett and 

Charlene Carruthers 

• How Studying Privilege Systems Can Strengthen Compassion, by Peggy McIntosh 

• Listen to co-founder of Black Lives Matter Patrisse Cullors explain the intention behind 

efforts to defund the police. 
• The Urgency of Intersectionality, by Kimberlé Crenshaw 
• How Do We Span the Racial Wealth Gap?, by William A. Darity Jr. 
• Color Blind or Color Brave?, by Mellody Hobson 
• There’s a Direct Line From Lynching to George Floyd, by Bryan Stevenson 
• Oprah’s two-part series Where Do We Go From Here? Part 1, Part 2 

• Working to ensure every American can vote, end massive incarceration, stop voter 

suppression and gerrymandering, Brennan Center for Justice at NYU Law School 

 

Podcasts to Subscribe To 

 

• 1619, New York Times 

• About Race 

• Code Switch, NPR 

• Intersectionality Matters!, hosted by Kimberlé Crenshaw 

• Momentum: A Race Forward Podcast 

• Pod For The Cause, from the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights 

Pod Save the People, by Crooked Media, especially the first 30 minutes of the powerful 

episode entitled Keep the Fight. 

• Seeing White 

• Ear Hustle 

Books to Read 

 

• An African-American and Latinx History of the United States, by Paul Ortiz 
• An American Marriage, by Tayari Jones 
• An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States, by Roxane Dunbar-Ortiz 
• Between the World and Me, by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
• Black Feminist Thought by Patricia Hill Collins 
• Black Skin, White Masks, by Frantz Fanon 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/22/books/review/a-history-of-race-and-racism-in-america-in-24-chapters.html?smid=em-share
https://nationalequityproject.org/resources/featured-resources/lens-of-systemic-oppression
https://nationalequityproject.org/resources/featured-resources/implicit-bias-structural-racialization
https://nationalequityproject.org/resources/featured-resources/implicit-bias-structural-racialization
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/pager/files/identifying_discrimination_pager_western.pdf?m=1462807104
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/pager/files/identifying_discrimination_pager_western.pdf?m=1462807104
https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/primary-documents-global-african-history/we-charge-genocide-historic-petition-united-nations-relief-crime-united-states-government-against/
https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/bearing-witness-the-death-of-george-floyd
https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/bryan-stevenson-on-the-frustration-behind-the-george-floyd-protests
https://youtu.be/eV3nnFheQRo
https://youtu.be/e-BY9UEewHw
https://www.google.com/search?q=patrisse+cullors+defund+the+police&sxsrf=ALeKk00sETru1dnLjauU9lUV_HN93fYRHQ:1592328784134&source=lnms&tbm=vid&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjiz6z87obqAhXGo54KHdOEBOUQ_AUoA3oECAsQBQ&biw=1232&bih=677
https://www.ted.com/talks/kimberle_crenshaw_the_urgency_of_intersectionality?language=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMwlLE1FebE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKtALHe3Y9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0xYslfC84I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09ysfL2SlHo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jy6LpivqIM
https://www.brennancenter.org/about
https://www.brennancenter.org/about
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/23/podcasts/1619-podcast.html
https://www.showaboutrace.com/
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/intersectionality-matters/id1441348908
https://www.raceforward.org/media/podcast/momentum-race-forward-podcast
https://civilrights.org/podforthecause/
https://crooked.com/podcast-series/pod-save-the-people/
https://crooked.com/podcast/keep-the-fight-with-justine-barron-and-amelia-mcdonell-parry/
https://www.sceneonradio.org/seeing-white/
https://www.earhustlesq.com/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/554578/an-african-american-and-latinx-history-of-the-united-states-by-paul-ortiz/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/237686/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz/
https://books.google.com/books/about/Black_Feminist_Thought.html?id=cdtYsU3zR14C
https://groveatlantic.com/book/black-skin-white-masks/
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• Blindspot: Hidden Biases of Good People, by Anthony Greenwald and Mahzarin Banaji 
• Brazil: Mixture or Massacre: Essays in the Genocide of a Black People, by Abdias do 

Nascimento 
• Discourse on Colonialism, by Aime Cesaire 
• Eloquent Rage: A Black Feminist Discovers Her Superpower, by Brittney Cooper 
• Evicted, by Matthew Desmond 
• Have Black Lives Ever Mattered?, by Mumia Abu-Jamal 
• Heavy: An American Memoir by Kiese Laymon 
• How Does it Feel to be a Problem? Being Young and Arab in America, by Moustafa 

Bayoumi 
• How To Be An Antiracist by Dr. Ibram X. Kendi 
• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 
• If Beale Street Could Talk, by James Baldwin. (Bonus: the beautiful 2018 film version of 

the book, directed by Barry Jenkins.) 
• Invisible Man, by Ralph Ellison 
• Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption, by Bryan Stevenson 
• Making Multiracials: State, Family, and Market in the Redrawing of the Color Line, by 

Kimberly McClain DaCosta 
• Me and White Supremacy by Layla F. Saad 
• My People are Rising: Memoir of a Black Panther Party Captain, by Aaron Dixon 
• Native Son, by Richard Wright 
• No Ashes in the Fire, by Darnell Moore 
• Policing the Black Man, by Angela Davis 
• Privilege, Power, and Difference, by Allan G. Johnson 
• Raising Our Hands by Jenna Arnold 
• Race: Are We So Different?, by Alan H. Goodman, Yolanda T. Moses, and Joseph L. Jones 
• Race Talk and the Conspiracy of Silence: Understanding and Facilitating Difficult 

Dialogues on Race, by Derald Wing Sue 
• Redefining Realness by Janet Mock  
• Sister Outsider by Audre Lorde 
• So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo 
• Stamped From the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America, by Ibram 

X. Kendi 
• The Autobiography of Malcolm X, by Malcolm X and Alex Haley 
• The Bluest Eye and The Source of Self-Regard, by Toni Morrison 
• The Color of Law, by Richard Rothstein 
• The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin 
• The Fire This Time, Jesmyn Ward, ed. 
• The Forging of a Black Community: Seattle’s Central District from 1870 Through the Civil 

Rights Era, by Quintard Taylor 
• The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness  

by Michelle Alexander 
• The Next American Revolution: Sustainable Activism for the Twenty-First Century  

by Grace Lee Boggs 

http://blindspot.fas.harvard.edu/Book
https://books.google.com/books/about/Brazil_Mixture_Or_Massacre.html?id=rpB7AAAAMAAJ
https://nyupress.org/9781583670255/discourse-on-colonialism/
https://read.macmillan.com/lp/eloquent-rage/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/247816/evicted-by-matthew-desmond/
http://www.citylights.com/book/?GCOI=87286100216460
https://www.kieselaymon.com/heavy
https://www.npr.org/books/titles/137998647/how-does-it-feel-to-be-a-problem-being-young-and-arab-in-america
https://www.ibramxkendi.com/how-to-be-an-antiracist-1
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/3924/i-know-why-the-caged-bird-sings-by-maya-angelou/
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/search?q=%22Angelou%2C+Maya%22&search_category=author&t=author
https://www.seattletimes.com/entertainment/movies/if-beale-street-could-talk-beautiful-adaptation-speaks-to-love-and-injustice/
https://www.seattletimes.com/entertainment/movies/if-beale-street-could-talk-beautiful-adaptation-speaks-to-love-and-injustice/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invisible_Man
https://justmercy.eji.org/
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=10162
http://laylafsaad.com/meandwhitesupremacy
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/darnell-l-moore/no-ashes-in-the-fire/9781549168727/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/537978/policing-the-black-man-by-edited-and-with-an-introduction-by-angela-j-davis/
http://www.agjohnson.us/books/privilege/excerpt-from-privilege-power-and-difference/
https://www.jennaarnold.com/book
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uK5PfVsSDtS9z_SN6bIivHk298t3vLFN/view?usp=sharing
https://www.wiley.com/en-us/Race%2BTalk%2Band%2Bthe%2BConspiracy%2Bof%2BSilence%3A%2BUnderstanding%2Band%2BFacilitating%2BDifficult%2BDialogues%2Bon%2BRace-p-9781119241980
https://www.wiley.com/en-us/Race%2BTalk%2Band%2Bthe%2BConspiracy%2Bof%2BSilence%3A%2BUnderstanding%2Band%2BFacilitating%2BDifficult%2BDialogues%2Bon%2BRace-p-9781119241980
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Redefining-Realness/Janet-Mock/9781476709130
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/search?q=%22Mock%2C+Janet%22&search_category=author&t=author
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/198292/sister-outsider-by-audre-lorde/
https://www.sealpress.com/titles/ijeoma-oluo/so-you-want-to-talk-about-race/9781580056779/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/106490/the-autobiography-of-malcolm-x-by-malcolm-x-alex-haley/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/117662/the-bluest-eye-by-toni-morrison/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/566846/the-source-of-self-regard-by-toni-morrison/
https://www.epi.org/publication/the-color-of-law-a-forgotten-history-of-how-our-government-segregated-america/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/7753/the-fire-next-time-by-james-baldwin/9780679744726/teachers-guide/
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Fire-This-Time/Jesmyn-Ward/9781501126352
https://newjimcrow.com/
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520272590/the-next-american-revolution
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• The Person You Mean To Be: How Good People Fight Bias, by Dolly Chugh 
• The Souls of Black Folk, by W.E.B Du Bois 
• The Turner House, by Angela Flournoy 
• The Underground Railroad, by Colson Whitehead 
• The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration, by Isabel 

Wilkerson 
• Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora Neale Hurston 

• When Affirmative Action Was White: An Untold History of Racial Inequality in 
Twentieth-Century America by Ira Katznelson  

• This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color, Cherríe Moraga and 
Gloria Anzaldúa, eds.  

• When They Call You a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter Memoir, by Patrisse Khan-Cullors 
and Asha Bandele 

• White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism by Robin 
DiAngelo, PhD 

• White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide, by Carol Anderson 
 

For even more suggestions, see the Schomburg Center Black Liberation Reading List from 

the New York Public Library. 

Audiobooks to Listen To and Learn From Amidst the Protests  

(Compiled by Seattle Public Library) 

 

Open Season: Legalized Genocide of Colored People,” by civil rights attorney Ben Crump, 
extends the term “colored people” to those discriminated against on the basis of race, 
sexual preference, religious beliefs and gender, and ably supports his contention that our 
justice system has been relentlessly engineered to efficiently destroy such people. Crump’s 
methodical evidence, persuasively conveyed by narrator Korey Jackson, ranges from up-
close-and-personal observations (Crump represented the families of Trayvon Martin and 
Michael Brown), to far-reaching ones on the evolution of institutional and environmental 
racism, culminating in 12 actionable steps each listener can take to help bring us closer to 
the ideals upon which our nation was founded. 

In The Black and the Blue, co-author and narrator Matthew Horace lifts the veil on the 
racism endemic in law enforcement today from his vantage point as a veteran police officer, 
and as a Black man who has narrowly escaped police brutality himself, both while working 
undercover and simply going about his life. Calling on his own hard-won life experience as 
well as a wealth of interviews, Horace offers a considered, heartfelt and at times 
impassioned account of the best and worst of his profession. While their account is 
balanced, Horace and co-author Ron Harris, a former Los Angeles Times reporter and editor, 
now a Howard University professor, are unequivocal in their call for reform, presenting an 
unsparing exposé that may open the ears and minds of those prone to binary, law-and-
order thinking. 

https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062692146/the-person-you-mean-to-be/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/292303/the-souls-of-black-folk-by-w-e-b-du-bois/
https://www.zoranealehurston.com/books/their-eyes-were-watching-god/
https://books.google.com/books/about/When_Affirmative_Action_was_White.html?id=cfhneJPcD38C
https://books.google.com/books/about/When_Affirmative_Action_was_White.html?id=cfhneJPcD38C
https://www.sunypress.edu/p-6102-this-bridge-called-my-back-four.aspx
https://robindiangelo.com/publications/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/white-rage-9781632864123/
https://www.nypl.org/blog/2020/06/09/schomburg-center-black-liberation-reading-list
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James Forman Jr. offers a nuanced and convincing exploration of the insidious nature of 
institutional racism in his Pulitzer Prize-winning “Locking Up Our Own: Crime and 
Punishment in Black America,” narrated with sensitivity and compassion by Kevin R. Free. 
Recounting the history of how communities of color have been tragically caught between 
competing needs for equal protection and justice under the law, he shows how the politics 
of respectability and narratives of assimilation have helped fuel a war on crime that has 
militarized America’s police against its own citizens. This incisive and eye-opening 
examination of the often unconscious mechanisms of oppression is grounded in Forman’s 
own experiences as a public defender, conveyed with moving emotion by Free. 

In “I Can’t Breathe: A Killing on Bay Street,” journalist Matt Taibbi reveals in detail the life 
and death of Eric Garner, killed by Staten Island police on July 17, 2014, and the infamously 
futile quest for justice that followed in the wake of his murder. Expertly varying his own 
appealing rasp, narrator Dominic Hoffman brilliantly personates the wide range of 
individuals interviewed for the book, including many lesser-known victims of police 
brutality, and he admirably channels the outrage and cynicism inspired by a seemingly 
endless litany of injustice. It is a performance well calibrated to refuel and reignite 
necessary outrage. 

For older teens and adults looking for fiction to help them process these realities, Kekla 
Magoon’s incendiary, thought-provoking novel Light It Up explores the police shooting of a 
young girl from diverse points of view, brilliantly brought to life by a full cast. The death of 
13-year-old Shae Tatum sparks civil unrest in which protesters clash with white 
supremacists, as media and political figures jockey for position. Others ranging from a 
hapless witness to the disgraced cop’s family struggle with the impacts. This novel is a 
stand-alone sequel to Magoon’s previous novel How It Went Down, another masterful full-
cast recording of a Rashomon-like tale of another racially tinged shooting in the same 
community. Both books are complex and stirring explorations of the causes and effects of 
violence that do much to heighten empathy and understanding, without dulling the impact 
of such tragedies, all too familiar in America. 

Books for Kids and Teens About Race, Racism and Police Violence 

 

“A Kids Book About Racism” by Jelani Memory (A Kids Book About, $19.95). There are no 
pictures, but even very early readers can decipher the vocabulary in this book. Portland 
author Memory matter-of-factly presents racism in simple, child-friendly terms. 
“We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices” edited by Wade Hudson and Cheryl Willis 
Hudson (Crown Books for Young Readers, $10.99). The Hudsons have compiled poems, 
letters, essays and art from a diverse group of 50 well-known artists and children’s book 
authors in an anthology to help young people cope with cruelty and hate. It is not a guide to 
political activism; rather, it combines messages of community and hope with advice on 
everyday actions of kindness and friendship that kids can practice every day. 
“Ghost Boys” by Jewell Parker Rhodes (Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $16.99). The 
protagonist of this middle grade book is the ghost of Jerome, a 12-year-old boy shot by a 
police officer. He meets the ghost of Emmett Till, who was lynched in 1955 at age 14. 
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Through his interactions with Emmett Till, Jerome learns the history of racism that led to 
their deaths.  
“This Book Is Anti-Racist: 20 Lessons on How to Wake Up, Take Action, and Do The Work” 
by Tiffany Jewell (Frances Lincoln Children’s Books, $14.99). For tweens and teens who are 
ready to act after reading local author Ijeoma Oluo’s “So You Want to Talk About Race” 
primer on racism, the 20 chapters in this book are designed to educate, encourage 
introspection and help empower readers to actively defy racism. 
“Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You: A Remix” by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi 
(Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $18.99). National Ambassador for Young People’s 
Literature and Newbery Award-winning children’s author Reynolds partnered with scholar 
and Atlantic columnist Kendi to adapt Kendi’s National Book Award-winning “Stamped from 
the Beginning” for younger readers. Like the original, it examines the history of racist ideas 
in America and identifies strategies to oppose them. 
“Between the World and Me” by Ta-Nehisi Coates (Spiegel & Grau, $26). It wasn’t 
marketed for young adults, but it was written for one in response to another police 
shooting. Presented as a letter to his teenage son, Coates blends personal stories of 
growing up African American with history, politics and philosophy to contextualize race in 
America. 
“The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas (Balzer & Bray, $18.99). Thomas’ powerful debut novel 
follows Starr Carter, a 16-year-old girl who is the only witness to her childhood friend’s 
death by a police bullet. Thomas never flinches from Starr’s trauma or the circumstances 
that she faces — from microaggressions at her elite private school to the poverty and crime 
in her segregated neighborhood — as she traces the young woman’s path to activism. (The 
book was made into a 2018 movie starring Amandla Stenberg.) 

 

Films and TV Series to Watch 

 

• 13th (Ava DuVernay) — Netflix 

• American Son (Kenny Leon) — Netflix 

• Black Power Mixtape: 1967-1975 — Available to rent 

• Blindspotting (Carlos López Estrada) — Hulu with Cinemax or available to rent 

• Clemency (Chinonye Chukwu) — Available to rent 

• Dear White People (Justin Simien) — Netflix 

• Fruitvale Station (Ryan Coogler) — Available to rent 

• I Am Not Your Negro (James Baldwin doc) — Available to rent or on Kanopy 

• If Beale Street Could Talk (Barry Jenkins) — Hulu 

• Just Mercy (Destin Daniel Cretton) — Available to rent for free in June in the U.S. 

• King In The Wilderness  — HBO 

• See You Yesterday (Stefon Bristol) — Netflix 

• Selma (Ava DuVernay) — Available to rent 

• The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution — Available to rent 

• The Hate U Give (George Tillman Jr.) — Hulu with Cinemax 

• When They See Us (Ava DuVernay) — Netflix 

 

Organizations to Follow on Social Media 

https://www.seattletimes.com/entertainment/movies/the-hate-u-give-a-heavy-hopeful-ya-drama-on-race-and-police-violence/
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• Antiracism Center: Twitter 

• Audre Lorde Project: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  

• Black Women’s Blueprint: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• Color Of Change: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• Colorlines: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• The Conscious Kid: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• Equal Justice Initiative (EJI): Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• Families Belong Together: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• Justice League NYC: Twitter | Instagram + Gathering For Justice: Twitter | Instagram 

• The Leadership Conference on Civil & Human Rights: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• MPowerChange: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  

• Muslim Girl: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• NAACP: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• National Domestic Workers Alliance: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• RAICES: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  

• Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ): Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• SisterSong: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

• United We Dream: Twitter | Instagram | Facebook 

 

Guides 

 

• Ascend Pan-Asian Leaders, COVID-19 Resource 
• Diversity Best Practices, Upstanding Against Racism 
• Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture, “Talking About 

Race: Being Antiracist” 
• 24 Books For White People To Read Beyond Black History Month 

 

 

More Anti-racism Resources to Check Out 

 

• 75 Things White People Can Do for Racial Justice 

• Anti-Racism Project 

• Jenna Arnold’s resources (books and people to follow) 

• Rachel Ricketts’ anti-racism resources 

• Resources for White People to Learn and Talk About Race and Racism 

• Save the Tears: White Woman’s Guide by Tatiana Mac 

• Showing Up For Racial Justice’s educational toolkits 

• The [White] Shift on Instagram 

• “Why is this happening?” — an introduction to police brutality from 100 Year Hoodie 

• Zinn Education Project’s teaching materials 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/AntiracismCtr
https://twitter.com/audrelorde
https://www.instagram.com/audrelordeproject/
https://www.facebook.com/AudreLordeProject/
https://twitter.com/blackwomensbp
https://www.instagram.com/blackwomensblueprint/
https://www.facebook.com/blackwomens.BWBNY/
http://twitter.com/colorofchange
https://www.instagram.com/colorofchange/
https://www.facebook.com/colorofchange
https://twitter.com/Colorlines
https://www.instagram.com/colorlinesnews/
https://www.facebook.com/colorlines
https://twitter.com/consciouskidlib
https://www.instagram.com/theconsciouskid/
https://www.facebook.com/theconsciouskid
https://twitter.com/eji_org
https://www.instagram.com/eji_org/
https://www.facebook.com/equaljusticeinitiative
https://twitter.com/fams2gether
https://www.instagram.com/fams2gether/
https://www.facebook.com/fams2gether
https://twitter.com/NYjusticeleague
https://www.instagram.com/NYjusticeleague/
https://twitter.com/gather4justice
https://www.instagram.com/gather4justice/
http://twitter.com/civilrightsorg
https://www.instagram.com/civilrightsorg/
https://www.facebook.com/civilandhumanrights
https://twitter.com/mpower_change
https://www.instagram.com/mpowerchange/
https://www.facebook.com/MPowerChange/
https://twitter.com/muslimgirl
http://instagram.com/muslimgirl
https://www.facebook.com/muslimgirlarmy/
https://twitter.com/NAACP
https://www.instagram.com/naacp/
https://www.facebook.com/naacp
https://twitter.com/domesticworkers
https://instagram.com/domesticworkers
https://www.facebook.com/nationaldomesticworkersalliance
https://twitter.com/RAICESTEXAS
https://www.instagram.com/raicestexas/
https://www.facebook.com/raicestexas
https://twitter.com/ShowUp4RJ
https://www.instagram.com/showingupforracialjustice/
https://www.facebook.com/ShowingUpForRacialJustice
https://twitter.com/SisterSong_WOC
https://www.instagram.com/SisterSong_WOC/
https://www.facebook.com/SisterSongWOC
https://twitter.com/unitedwedream
http://instagram.com/unitedwedream
https://www.facebook.com/UnitedWeDream/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jva2KohBKxqrZPTKKqS_2XOT8P6gL8Wj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NO0LPPZFQxGXodAhzlLKcGVxq9cJnZJY/view?usp=sharing
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race/topics/being-antiracist
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race/topics/being-antiracist
https://theundefeated.com/features/24-books-for-white-people-to-read-beyond-black-history-month/
https://medium.com/equality-includes-you/what-white-people-can-do-for-racial-justice-f2d18b0e0234
https://www.antiracismproject.org/resources
https://www.jennaarnold.com/resources
https://www.rachelricketts.com/antiracism-resources
https://blog.fracturedatlas.org/resources-for-white-people-to-learn-and-talk-about-race-and-racism-5b207fff4fc7
https://tatianamac.com/posts/save-the-tears/
https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/resources.html
https://www.instagram.com/thewhiteshift/
https://www.100yearhoodie.com/why
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/page/2/cond%5B0%5D=levels_str:Grades+Pre-K-2&s=
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The Sno-Isle Sierra Club Group is appreciative of the work of the Seattle Times, The Sno-Isle 

and Seattle Public Library System, the National Sierra Club, The New York Times, NYU and 

many other organizations for their efforts to collect and publish these resources. 

 

Perhaps the best way to conclude this list, which will continue to grow as we share information 

and experiences as a nation, is by a quote from one of the hosts of Pod Save The People after 

describing being spit on by a wealthy white male in high school due to her activist work: 

 

My ‘why’ will forever remain the love I have for my people and my absolute soul-consuming 

obsession with justice. Justice is divine ordinance. It is what Cornell West calls “what love 

looks like in public.”  

 

I decided at 15 not to obsess over the destruction I stand against. I obsess about what I stand 

for. About the wildest dreams of my ancestors. About radical imagination. About a freedom 

so thick it can’t be destroyed. About a Blackness so beautiful it cannot be erased. 

 

As the old poem says: “He tried to bury me. He did not know I was a seed.” They will try to 

bury us, so let’s be seeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To suggest additions or corrections to this list, please email the Sno-Isle Sierra Club group. 

mailto:Kathleen.Sears@washington.sierraclub.org
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