
Pathways and Policies to  
Achieve Nevada’s Climate Goals 
An Emissions, Equity, and Economic Analysis 
A new report commissioned by GridLab, Natural Resources Defense Council 
(NRDC), and Sierra Club, featuring modeling from Evolved Energy Research and 
analysis from PSE Healthy Energy, explores how to achieve deep cuts in greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions while reducing energy and pollution burdens for communities 
that have been left behind in previous transitions. The report follows the 2019 
passage of Senate Bill 254, which establishes GHG reduction goals of 28% below 
2005 levels by 2025, 45% below by 2030, and zero emissions by 2050, and also 
follows Governor Sisolak’s Executive Order 2019-22, which commits the state to 
reduce climate-warming pollution and working toward an inclusive transition to a 
carbon-neutral clean energy economy. 

To meet these goals, the Sierra Club and NRDC are 
advocating for equitable implementation of policies that 
swiftly decarbonize the electric, transportation, and 
buildings sectors in the next decades. Policies and public 
resources should prioritize the people and communities 
who bear disproportionate pollution burdens: Nevada’s 
low-income families and communities of color. 

Electric Sector 
Modeling shows that Nevada needs to get a lot more of 
its electricity from renewables like solar and wind — 80% 
of total electricity production by 2030 — to meet its 
goals. Quickly reaching high levels of renewables makes 
it easier to achieve emission reductions when electrifying 
transportation and buildings.  



We recommend the following electric sector policies:

• Increasing the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) 
from 50% by 2030 to 80% by 2030.

• Establishing a power plant CO2 emissions rule to 
regulate fossil fuel emissions.

• Targeting energy efficiency, electrification-invest-
ments, and any consumer-focused distributed genera-
tion and storage investments in communities with high 
socioeconomic and environmental vulnerability.

• Increasing coordination with other states to export 
solar and import wind.

Transportation 
Electric vehicles (EVs) must make up half of new light-
duty vehicle sales by 2030 and nearly all new vehicles 
sales by the late 2030s. Nevada has made progress with 
Governor Sisolak’s 2020 announcement launching Clean 
Cars Nevada and the Nevada Division of Environmental 
Protection’s subsequent release of a draft clean cars rule, 
but the state must continue to push for EVs. Policy recom-
mendations to reduce emissions from the transportation 
sector, which disproportionately impact low-income 
communities and communities of color, include: 

• Adopting a Zero-Emission Vehicle program and 
facilitating investment in electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure.

• Reforming the gas tax so it is indexed to fuel sales and 
inflation, applying the gas tax to EVs based on their 
mile-per-gallon equivalent fuel economy, and changing 
the Constitution to allow gas tax revenue to be used for 
broader transportation system investments.

• Investing in electric transit, smart growth, and walking 
and biking infrastructure.

Buildings
To meet our emission reduction goals, highly efficient 
electric appliances should make up the bulk of sales 
by 2030, and nearly all new buildings should be fully 
electric and highly-insulated by 2030. It is also critical 
that we halt new big investments in long-lived fossil fuel 
infrastructure, like in the gas pipelines that deliver gas to 
homes. Spending more money on the gas pipeline system 
will keep Nevada hooked on climate-warming dirty fuels 
and may disproportionately affect low-income com-
munities, who will be left paying for gas infrastructure if 
wealthier families are the first adopters of electric homes. 
Policy recommendations to facilitate a swift and equitable 
transition in the buildings sector include: 

• Adopting high-level state energy efficiency, building 
insulation retrofit, and electrification targets, as well 
as state standards for the efficiency of household 
appliances.

• Expanding electrification and efficiency programs, with 
a priority given to low-income communities.

• Adopting building energy code modifications that move 
toward all-electric new construction and EV-ready 
buildings.

• Stopping expansion of the gas distribution system.

• Scrutinizing gas utility spending on new or replaced 
pipes to make sure they are necessary, cost-effective, 
and compatible with Nevada’s climate goals. This 
scrutiny should include a comparison of all gas system 
investments to alternatives, including electrification.


