
N e a r l y  e v e r y  A m e r i c a n  h a s  P F A S  i n  t h e i r  b l o o d  d u e  t o

e x p o s u r e  f r o m  c o n t a m i n a t e d  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r ,  s o i l ,  f o o d

p a c k a g i n g ,  c o n s u m e r  p r o d u c t s ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o c e s s e s  a n d

e v e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r .  S t u d i e s  h a v e  l i n k e d  p r o l o n g e d  P F A S

e x p o s u r e  t o  c a n c e r ,  d i a b e t e s ,  t h y r o i d  d i s o r d e r s ,  d e c r e a s e d

f e r t i l i t y  a n d  e l e v a t e d  c h o l e s t e r o l .

SUPPORT SEN. LAURA ELLMAN'S SB 561

WHAT ARE PFAS?
Per-and polyfluoroalkyl
Substances (PFAS), are a large
group of toxic man-made
chemicals used in everyday
products like waterproof apparel
& carpet, nonstick food ware,
food wrappers and fire fighting
foam. They’re unique in their
ability to repel oil and water,
reduce friction and are flame
retardant.

SB 561 PROTECTS THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE PUBLIC.

"FOREVER CHEMICALS"
PFAS, also known as “forever

chemicals,” don’t break down easily,
which causes them to build up in our

environment and in our bodies. What
makes them useful and durable is
also what makes them a problem.

Contact: Colleen Smith, IEC 
Colleen@ilenviro.org｜309-643-0298

WHERE ARE PFAS?
The D.C.-based Environmental
Working Group has found PFAS
contamination of drinking water
or groundwater  in 49 states.

Including 9 sites of
contamination in IL: Freeport,
Galesburg, Belvidere, Peoria,
Bloomington, Springfield,
Rantoul, St. Clair County and
Rock Island.

Most are near military sites and
airports that use PFOS-
containing fire fighting foam.
Manufacturing plants, industrial
landfills and wastewater
treatment plants that process
industrial water are also major
sources of contamination.

T h e y  a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  l e a d  t o  r e d u c e  a n d  e l i m i n a t e  P F A S  u s e ,

c l e a n  u p  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  a n d  h o l d  p o l l u t e r s  a c c o u n t a b l e .

S e v e r a l  s t a t e s  i n c l u d i n g  M i c h i g a n ,  C o l o r a d o ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,

M a i n e  a n d  N e w  Y o r k  h a v e  p r o p o s e d  o r  a d o p t e d  b a n s  o r

r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  P F A S - c o n t a i n i n g  f i r e f i g h t i n g  f o a m .

OTHER STATES ARE NOT WAITING TO ACT.

WHAT THIS BILL DOES:
S B  5 6 1  t a k e s  a c t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  w a t e r  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h

f r o m  f i r e f i g h t i n g  f o a m  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  c o n t a i n i n g  P F A S .
P h a s e s  o u t  t h e  u s e  o f  P F A S - c o n t a i n i n g  f i r e f i g h t i n g  f o a m

B a n s  t h e  s a l e  o f  P F A S - c o n t a i n i n g  f i r e f i g h t i n g  f o a m  a f t e r  J a n u a r y

2 0 2 5

R e q u i r e s  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s  t o  r e p o r t  u s e  o f  P F A S - c o n t a i n i n g

f i r e f i g h t i n g  f o a m  t o  I E P A

R e q u i r e s  t h e  S t a t e   F i r e  M a r s h a l  t o  c o n d u c t  a  s u r v e y  o f  f i r e

d e p a r t m e n t s ’  u s e  o f  P F A S - c o n t a i n i n g  f i r e f i g h t i n g  f o a m


