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by Jean Wilder 

Come One…Come All
A Call for Leadership in the William Bartram Group

 As of the end of December, quite a few long term members of the William 
Bartram Group Executive Committee (ExCom) leadership will be stepping down. 
What this means is that we must recruit quite a few members to leadership positions 
in order for the local chapter to keep functioning.
 We are holding a general membership meeting on October 17th at 7:30 to dis-
cuss how to move forward with the local 
chapter. If you are interested in keeping the 
William Bartram Group active in Upstate 
South Carolina, please come to this meet-
ing. We will discuss events taking place at 
the state level and what needs to be done to 
keep the William Bartram Group a strong 
and active group. 
 If you do choose to step up, the duties 
are only as demanding as you want them to 
be. The ExCom leadership of the Sierra Club 
meets once a month. During this meeting we 
plan outings, speakers, the newsletter, conservation issues and any other business that 
needs attention. It is a fun and engaging group of people. Also, it is a great way to get 
involved in the future of the environment.  
 We hope you will show support for our local chapter by attending this meeting. 
Drinks and snacks will be served.

 Join us in November for the second seminar on 
nuclear issues: The Aging of the Nuclear State Part 2: 
Nuclear Power Reactors in the Upstate, presented by 
David Lochbaum, Union of Concerned Scientists,  
on Thursday, November 6, 2014, 7:00-8:30 P.M. at the 
University Center.

coming in 

November

The Aging of the Nuclear State, Part 2
Coming in November

The Aging of the Nuclear State, Part 2
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Adopt-a-Highway 
The remaining date as scheduled by DOT for 2014 is: 
November 15 
Saturday, November 15 • Adopt-a-Highway 
Join us for the last pick-up of 2014. The Bartram Group 
won a South Carolina award last year for our work 
on this program. We have a two mile stretch on East 
North (also known as) Old Spartanburg Road between 
Mitchell Road and Brushy Creek. We will meet at 8:00 
A.M. at Mitchell Road Elementary School which is on the 
corner of Mitchell Road and Old Spartanburg Road. If 
it is pouring rain, we’ll not meet. You will be provided 
the bags, twisty ties, work 
gloves, orange safety vests 
and water. We cover two 
miles, both sides of the 
street, and are very fortu-
nate to have sidewalks on 
the entire route. Contact 
Steve Root at stephenjohn-
root@gmail.com for details 
or to let him know you 
will join us. ❧

Outings
and Dates to Remember

Nonmembers of the Sierra Club are welcome to 
join us on our outings. Please call the trip leader 
to let him/her know that you are going. She/he 
can then give you a location to meet as well as 
information on last minute changes. Discuss how 

strenuous the trip is, and any health problems you may have of 
which she/he should be aware. Please, no pets, guns, radios, etc. 
on hikes. Interested in leading a trip? Call Dennis Chamberlain, 
(864) 430–3754.
 In order to participate on one of the Sierra Club’s outings, you 
will need to sign a liability waiver. If you would like to read a copy of 
the waiver prior to the outing, please see <http://www.sierraclub.org/
outings/chapter/forms> or call (415) 977–5630.
 In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is 
customary that participants make carpooling arrangements. The 
Sierra Club does not have insurance for carpooling arrangements 
and assumes no liability for them. Carpooling, ride sharing, or 
anything similar is strictly a private arrangement among the 
participants. Participants assume the risks associated with this travel.

QUALITY OUTDOOR
EQUIPMENT

Backpacking • Climbing
Canoeing • Kayaking

Cycling • Rentals

1 Center Street  •  Hwy. 276
Travelers Rest, SC 29690

(864) 834-3019
Fax: (864) 834-2679

Hours:  M-F 10-7, Sat. 9-6
Sun. 1-6

www.sunrift.com

“The Unique Outdoor Shop”

OTHER AREA EVENTS
Native Plant Sale
The South Carolina Native Plant Society sale will be on 
October 18 from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. The location will 
be at the University Center parking lot in Greenville.

Sunrift Adventures • Mini Clinics
This spring, summer, and fall Sunrift Adventures is host-
ing a series of in-store mini clinics and demos at Paris 
Mountain State Park and the Saluda river. To learn more 
please call (864) 834-3019 or visit the website Sunrift.
com and click on “Schedule” below “Out and About” at 
the bottom of the home page and then  #4.

by Ron Sobczak
From the ExCom

Second Seminar on Nuclear Issues
 The Bartram Group Sierra Club teamed up with 
the Greenville League of Women Voters in September 
and hosted the fi rst of two  seminars  on nuclear energy 
and nuclear waste in South Carolina. We discussed how 
nuclear waste is generated by nuclear reactors. Then we 
discussed the issue of a permanent site to store the radio-
active  waste for 250,000 years  and the role that the 
Savannah River Site near Aiken may play  for interim or 
permanent storage.
 South Carolina has other  facilities associated with 
the nuclear industry. One such facility is Chem Nuclear 
which is on land leased from the State of South Carolina 
and which accepts low level nuclear waste (defi ned as all 
nuclear waste except fuel rods and reprocessing waste) 
for disposal in underground trenches. Once this facil-
ity fi lls up, South Carolina will become responsible for 
maintaining the site because the land belongs to us. 
South Carolina Sierra Club brought suit against Chem 
Nuclear and DHEC for failure to use best practices in 
handling  the radioactive waste at this site. The  South 
Carolina Appellate Court sided with the Sierra Club. 
The Court gave Chem Nuclear 90 days to come up with 
a plan to address the following three issues. 1. Chem 
Nuclear is required to prevent rainwater from migrat-
ing into the active vaults or trenches to prevent nuclear 
waste from escaping. 2. Chem Nuclear needs to test the 
water pumped from the trenches for radioactive waste 
materials. 3. Chem Nuclear must implement a leach-
ate collection system to collect leached liquids and test 
for radioactivity. Ironically, these are three requirements 
the court imposed in a 2005 court decision. Without 
Sierra Club’s intervention, these issues would never have 

continued on page 4
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Dennis Chamberlain
General Practice • Emphasis on Bankruptcy, Financial and 
Business Issues
819 East North Street, Greenville, SC 29601; (864) 331–3069
wdchamberlainlaw@greenvillelaw.net

Frank J. Dana III, CELA
Certifi ed as an Elder Law Attorney by the National Elder Law Foundation

Upstate Elder Law, P.A. 
Wills and Estate Planning, Medicaid Planning, Guardianships and 

Conservatorships, Estate Administration, Special Needs Trusts

15 Brendan Way, Suite 215, Greenville, SC 29615; (864) 288–7631
www.UpstateElderLaw.com; info@UpstateElderLaw.com

Tom Dudley • Kenison, Dudley & Crawford, LLC
Construction and Business Law
704 East McBee Avenue, Greenville, SC 29601; (864) 242–4899 
tom@conlaw.com

Ronald A. Maxwell
With Emphasis on Personal Injury and On the Job Injuries
225 Chesterfi eld Street, NW Aiken, SC 29801; (803)641–6700
516 West Avenue, North Augusta, South Carolina 29861
(803) 202–1100; maxwell@maxwellawfi rm.com

Don Pilzer
Social Security Disability only
300 University Ridge, Greenville, SC 29601; (800) 518–0234
don@donpilzer.com

Andrew Poliakoff
Workers compensation claims and auto accidents
152 Magnolia Street, Spartanburg, SC 29306; (864) 583–8212
andrewpoliakoff@bellsouth.net

Gary W. Poliakoff
Representing Victims of Personal Injury and Toxic Exposure 
and Contaminated Property • We represent no violators of 
environmental law. Website: gpoliakoff.com
215 Magnolia Street, Spartanburg, SC 29306; (864) 582–5472
atty@gpoliakoff.com

Lawyers
Supporting the Environment

191 Halton Road
Greenville, SC

(864) 987–0618
www.appoutfi tters.com

Mon.–Fri. 10–7, Sat. 10–5

Sierra Club Members
10% off your purchase

✍ Deadline for November bulletin is 
Friday, October 17

Send your submissions to wbartramnews@gmail.com

      

—Plato

Good actions 

give strength

 to ourselves 

and inspire 

good actions

 in others.

2014 O�  cers 
Bartram Group of the Sierra Club

(Executive Committee Members denoted by asterisk)

Sierra Club Membership & Offi cers listing is the property of the Bartram Group of the Sierra 
Club and cannot be distributed without permission.

Chair Ron Sobczak* 297–6015

Vice Chair Karen Mascaro*  250–4620

Secretary Bob Church* 268–4769
Treasurer

Adopt–a–Highway Steve Root 346–3081

Conservation Trey Fouché* 569–9393
Volunteer Coordinator

Legal Dennis Chamberlain* 331–3069

Membership Dave Wilder dave@ wilddave.com

Newsletter Distribution Trey Fouché* 569–9393

Newsletter Editor M.E. Hill wbartramnews@gmail.com

Outings Dennis Chamberlain* 331–3069
  Jean Wilder* JeanWilder1@att.net

State ExCom Rep. Dennis Chamberlain* 331–3069

Alternate Trey Fouché* 569–9393

Trails Maintenance Jim Majors 233–7576

Programs Karen Mascaro* 250–4620 
Fundraising

Web Master/Facebook Dave Wilder dave@ wilddave.com

ExCom member  Eric Thompson 297-6015

Say NO to 
disposables.
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Address Changes
For subscription inquiries and address changes, 
contact Sierra Club Member Services, PO Box 
52968, Boulder, CO 80328-2968. Send old and new 
addresses and a Sierra label. Or e-mail changes to 
<address.changes@sierraclub.org>.

Join Us On Facebook
The Bartram Group of the Sierra Club – Upstate, SC

The Green Spot
Sharing the Green

• When shopping for a new appliance, consider lifetime operation 
costs as well as the up-front purchase price. Refrigerators last an 
average of 12 years, clothes washers about 11, and dishwashers 
about 10. Check the Energy Guide label for the appliance’s estimated 
yearly operating cost, and look for ENERGY STAR units, which 
usually exceed minimum federal standards for effi ciency and quality. 
To learn more, visit EnergySavers.gov.

send your “green” submissions to:  wbartramnews@gmail.com

Energy 
Effi ciency 

Tip

Jean L. Wilder
Master of Landscape Architecture
864-561-0794
jeanwilder.com
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Residential Design

Ecological Restoration 

Native Plants

Environmental Design

Commercial Design

Volunteers In Action

 The end of the year is approaching fast! You are 
propbably not aware of the work that goes on behind 
the scenes to make the 
Bartram Group the 
active group that we are. 
Take the time to thank 
the people who have 
served this past year, 
and more than likely for 
many years, as your 
offi cers and ExCom. 
They are listed on page 
3. And while you’re at 
it, fi nd out how you can 
help next year. Just ask! 
We need your help to 
keep our group “alive 
and well.”  

❧

been addressed. We intend to follow up with DHEC in 
November to make sure that best practices are being put 
into place on South Carolina’s  property.
  On November 6,  we will have the second seminar  
on nuclear issues in South Carolina. We will be taking a 
look at the  nuclear reactors that supply the upstate  with 
electricity. Please plan to attend.
  Whether it is an informational seminar or a law-
suit, the Sierra Club needs the active participation of its 
members to succeed. Please be an active partner in what 
we do.

From the ExCom continued from page 2


