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- Courtesy of the Natural Resources Defense Conncil

Virtuaily none of us has any experience with nuclear war,
“but most of us know winter. It is the time when nature is most
“harsh and least forgiving. New scientific studies suggest thata
‘nuclear war could trigger a winter more severe than we have
ever endured. A man-made nuclear winter would strike
societies alreadly crippled by nuclear war, and might be our

species’ final season.

Any one of several aftereffects of nuclear war — prolonged
darkness, unseasonable cold, heavy chemical and radioactive
‘pollution, 2 jump in ultraviolet ravs — would impair the
capacity of eccosvstems to support human life. Their
combined impact would add up to a biological debacle. Food
chains would be disrupted from botiom to top.

A nuclear war would especially damage natural systems if it
occurred in the spring or summer. Each fall, temperate zone
-planis and animals slowly prepare to withstand the coming
‘cold, but they could not adapt to the abrupt onset of a nuclear
winger. As the daylight fell to a few percent of normal,
photosynthesis, the basis of all life, would be reduced or
halted. Freezing temperatures, too, would kill or damage
plants.

At any time of the year, many animals would simply freeze

- 1o death. Surviving animals would lose much of their food

supply and some would die of thirst, their water sources

frozen solid. Intense radiation would kill many higher
animals and kil or damage certain plants, particularky
conifers.

Harsh acid rains and toxic smogs would further harm
ecosystems and slow their recovery. The heightened
ultraviolet rays would cause blindness among animals and
people and reduce the productivity of plants, including
phytoplankton (the foundation of the marine food chain). In
the years after the war, storms over the vast burned-over,
denuded lands would cause violent floods and the massive
erosion of topsoil.

Numerous species extinctions in the temperate zones
would be likely. But the real evolutionary losses would occur
if the nuclear winter spread to the tropics, where life is
adapted to vear-round warmth and abundant light. Exrended
darkness and cold would wipe out mast tropical forests — the
earth’s major teservoir of species. Evolution would be
wrenched onto a grotesque new course, '

Could homeo sapiens survive?

Hundreds of millions of Northern Hemisphere residents,
as well as most residents of the Southern Hemisphere, would
still be alive the day after an all-out nuclear war. But consider
their plight in the ensuing months of poisonous gloom. Bitter
cold would kill the many who lacked proper shelter. Millions
would lie seriocusly injured without hope of medical care;
others would socon sicken, from radiation, pollution, and
epidemics. With the ground frozen rock-hard, even the safe
disposal of bodies would pose a great challenge o the
traumatized survivors. '

Since lakes and streams would be forzen to a depth of
several feet, obtaining water would be an arduous chore.

| Tax Breaks for
Conservation Won’t Last

The State and Federal Governments are willing to help you
conserve energy in your home — but not for long. They have
been heiping by offering tax credits for the installation of
solar devices, but the tax credits are being reduced each year
and will be completely gone by 1987.

Tax credits are better than a tax deduction. A tax credit is
an actual reduction in the amount you must pay. Think of a
tax credit as a coupon. If the government hands you a tax bill
of §1,000 and you have 3 tax-credit-coupon worth $1,000, you
can hand them the coupon instead of the cash and yéur bill is
paid.

What the government is saying is this: if you install a solar
device on your home this year you can take 70% of the cost
{(see the chart below) of the system and use that 70% as a tax-
credit-coupon when you are given your tax bill. ‘

As you can see from the chart, each year the amount of rax
credit you receive gets smaller. Like all coupons, this special
offer has a limited time period.
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Fuels and manufactured goods would be scarce,
transportation and communication networks largely
destroved. Yet a return to nature for direct support would

. provide little relief, for nature too would be sick and

impoverished. Survivers would scrounge for sustenance on
scarred lands being repopulated with an excess of pests and
weeds.

A war in the spring or summer would, via the nuclear
winter, freeze most crops — ensuring widespread
malnutrition and starvation. A war in the fall or winter would
destroy or contaminate many foodstocks and disrupt the
supplies of seeds, fertilizers, and fuels for the next growing
season. If the tropical and Southern hemisphere countries
escaped the direct effects of nuclear winter, they would still
face catastrophe because of the cutoff of foed from North
America — the world's breadbasket.

Even if a war inflicted nuclear winter on the entire planet,
many people would survive for a time. But the human
prospect would be dim. An inernatiopal group of 40
biologists that met in 1983 1o analyze the biological
consequences of a nuclear winter concluded: It is clear that
the ecosystem effects alome resulting from a large-scale
thermonuclear war could be enough to destroy the current
civilization in art least the northern Hemisphere.”

Noting the potensial loss of 2 major fraction of plant and
animnal species after a large-scale war, the same group also
stared: “In that event, the possibility of the extinction of
Homo sapiens cannot be excluded.” A leading Soviet scientist
has portrayed the threat in stronger terms: “‘It is highly
probable that in the post-war world, Homo sapiens will not
have an ecological niche.” To be sure, these apocalyptic

notions are qualified and speculative. But there is only one

way 1o verify them.

Scientists Discuss Impact of Nuclear War

Scientists Stephen Jay Gould, Carl Sagan and Edward
Teller testified at hearings on nuclear winter held on
September 12 by the House Subcommittee on Natural
Resources, Agriculture Research & Environment, in
support of a proposed 350 million research project on the
atmospheric and climadc effects of nuclear war. Gould
and Sagan called for accompanying studies on the
biological impacts of nuclear war.

At hearings held in July, the Defense Department’s
Richard L. Wagner noted that he, personally, expecied
ongoing studies to conclude that most scenarios for
nuclear war — even low-level scenarios — and most
combinations of variables and uncertainties, would result
in nuclear winter. figthe same hearings, the Arms Control
& Disarmament Agency’s David ¥. Emery, noted that the
nuclear winter impact could be “useful leverage” and “‘a
catalyst for both sides to get back to the negotiating table.”

DETAILED EXAMPLE OF HOW TAX CREDITS
REDUCE COST OF SOLAR SYSTEM
Solar Waler Healer

Solar heatercost.......o...... ... 52500
Arizona state tax credit .
(30%0f82500) ........... il 750.00
Federal tax credits
(0% 0f $2500) .............. R +1,000.00
Total state & federal tax credits........ - $1,750.00
Net cost of solar water heater
to consumer {$2,500 ~ §1,750)...... ceen S?S0.0(L

(continued on page 4)

How the Environment
- Fared in the
98th Congress

When the 98th Congress went home in early October, it
clesed to mixed reviews on environmental issues. While
Congress, particularly the Senate, failed to pass
reauthorizations of several important pollution control laws
{Superfund, Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act), it
designated a record amount of wilderness for national forests,
parks, and Bureau of Land Management holdings.

“While the Sierra Club and other environmental
organizations successfully staved off some of the worst things
the administration attempted to drive through the Congress,
such as the Clinch River Breeder Reactor and easier nuclear
licensing regulations,” said David Gardiner, the Club’s
Legisiative Director, “we failed to get most pollution control
reauthorizations through Congress — with the notable
exception of the Resource Conservation & Recovery Act. In
the 99th Congress, our task will bé to apply our skills to these
reauthorizations.”

Wilderness Volunteers
Needed , 1, Wright

The Arizona Wilderness Coalition met in Phoenix on
November 10th & 1lth to discuss new priorities for
wilderness lands across the state. We’ve had time to savor our
smashing victorv on the Forest Service wilderness bill (detaiis
in the last Echo}, but thisis only the beginning. There are still
several million acres of potential wilderness on BLM (Bureau
of Land Management) lands, Wildlife Refuges, and
National Parks and Recreation Areas in Arizona. To give
those lands the full measure of protection they deserve, we
need to start now — and we need your help!

There is a good possibility that Rep. Morris Udall will
introduce a wilderness bill next vear for four Wildlife Refuges
in Arizona: Kofa, Cabeza Prieta, Imperial and Havasu. The
fatrer two areas include marshy habitat and the adjacent
desert mountains along the lower Colorado River, while Kofa
and Cabeza Prieta are famed for their vast expanses of pristine
Sonoran desert, spectacular mountain and canvon scenery,
native palm trees, and large herds of bighorn sheep. Although
the broad outlines of the Coalition’s wilderness proposals are
in place, there is still important work to be done in each of
these areas, If vou would like to help conduct field studies and
boundary checks, or 1atk with agency personnel and line up
local support, please contact:

Yuma — Cary Meister, 782-3552

Phoenix — Joni Bosh, 956-4390

Tucson - Paul Hirt, 882-0830 or
Gert Hochgraf, 888-0062

A wilderness bill for BLM lands is still several years away,
burt it is crucial that we begin laying the groundwork now.
These lands, located mostly in the western half of the state
and in scattered parcels near Safford and Tucson, include
incomparable wildlands such as Baboquivari Peak, the Gila
Box, the Harquahala Mountains, Eagletail Mountains,
People’s Canyon and Burro Creek. We need volunteers and
“adoptors’ who are willing to hike in these areas, evaluate
their wilderness qualities, draw appropriate boundaries, and
work to resolve conflicts and build public support. Since the
majority of these BLM units are in the low desert country
west of Phoenix and in the Kingman area, the cooler months
ahead will be a critical time for field work. The Sierra Club
has already scheduled hikes in several BL M units this winter,
including the Maricopa Mountains, Butterfly Peak, Woolsey
Peak, and Arrastra Mountain. Watch for these in the Qutings
section — or schedule a trip of your own, if you prefer, If
you’d like to help out on BLM wilderness, or if you’d just like
more information, please contact: :

Yuma — Cary Meister, 782-3552
Kingman/Flagstaff -~ Dawson Henderson, 774-1571
Tucson/Safford — Paul Hirt, 882-0830 ‘
Phoenix — Tom Wright, 947-0155
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Chapter
Calendar

JAN. 26, 27. SWRCC Meeting in Salt Lake City. Contacta
SWRCC Delegate for information.

Dec. 7 (FRIDAY) 7:00 p.m. Group Christmas Party! The
festivities will take place at Tom Notte’s house: 3464 S.
Litzler Dr. Call 774-5904 for directions. This will be a dessert
potluck so bring something sweet to eat. We will also be
showing slides of “winter activities,”” If you have any to share
. . . bring them! But mostly be prepard to Eat, Drink and be
Merry! .

P.5. We'll have 1985 Sierra Club calendars on hand for any
last minute Christmas shoppers.

Jan. 17 (THURSDAY) 7:30 p.m. Platean
General/Conservation meeting at the Flagstaff Adult
Center. We will have a guest speaker on a topic to be
announced. For more information call 774-1571.
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Dec. 5 (WED) 7:30 p.m. Ex-comm meeting at Gayle
Hartmann’s, 2224 E. 4th Street, 325-6974. As this is the last
meeting of my term of office as Chair, I would like to extend 4
special invitation to all Rincon Group. members who have
participated in activities this year (that includes everything
from wilderness to politics to outings) to come, meet the new
Group officers, empathize with each other over our few
failures, and toast the year’s many successes.

Dec. 7, 8, 9 (FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY) Fourth
Avenue Street Fair, It is time once again for us io
participate in the Street Fair. This is our principal outlet for
Calendars, books, T-shirts, and maps and provides much of
the money thar keeps us going throughout the year. For those
of you who have not yet participated in local Sierra Club
activities, this is an excellent place to start. These of you who
have, know this is the best people-watching show in town. If
you can volunmteer a couple of hours please call David
Goldstein, 326-2805 or Mike Cease, 327-4705,

Dec. 13 (THURSDAY) 7:45 p.m. Public Meeting.
Featuring “Tramping New Zealand’s Southern Alps in
search of ancient shorelines™ by Bill Bull, Billis a Sierra Club
member and a geologist with an interest in how the shapes of
hills and streams reflect the uplifting formation of mountains,
A sabbatical vear in New Zealand in 1982-83, and 3
subsequent visit (including a three month trek in the
Southern Alps) led to the discovery of evidence of shore
formarion, even at the summits of the highest peaks. Bill will
guide us through both islands, but the emphasis will be on the
more scenic South Island. The meeting will be held in Room
201 of the PAS (Physics)-Bldg. on the U of A Campus
between 4th and 5th Streets. Parking is easiest south of
Lowell St.

Jan. 5 (WEDNESDAY), 7:30 p.m. Ex-comm meeting at
Mike Cease’s, 2540 E. 8th Street, 327-4705. The meeting is
open to all members.

Jan. 24 (THURSDAY) 7:45 p.m. Room 201 of the Physics
Bldg. on the U of A Campus, between 4th and 5th Streets.
Topic tobe announced (watch the Tucson Weekly or call 887-
9645).

RINCON RECYCLING REPORT. QOctober 27th saw a
half-ton of glass and aluminum, saved-up by a dozen
conservatjonists, returned to a more useful existence. Club
members Alisa Plazonja, Dave Phillips, and Brian McCarthy
did the hard work of picking up and sorting while John
Leonard managed the easy job of planning. “We plan to be
around again about April,” said John Leonard, “so if you live
south of Rillito Creek and east of the Santa Cruz River, start
saving your recyclables now. Wed like to see our recycling
effort GROW, but that means that we need more HELP,
Especially a small truck or twa (bigger than a pick-up) which
can be counted-on two Saturdays a year. If you're willing, call
790-5588 (evenings), or write Box 3507, Tucson, AZ.,
85722,

SIERRA CLUB INFORMATION NUMBER: 887-9645,

We need volunteer leaders! Please call Jeane Broome 296-
2709 in Tucson. If you are willing to lead an outing, we will
find people who want to go, too, almost anywhere, anytime,
and any degree of difficulty (or non-difficulty).

More Rincon News

The Babogquivari Backpack and Climb was a tremendous
success thanks to great planning by Tom Vincent and great
climbing leadership and instruction by Bill Hicks assisted by
Jim Frankenfield. This has been a tremendously exciting year
in the outings department. We have enjoyed several trips into

lands to'study potential wilderness aréas, and aregs that are

now wilderness and we do have a good group of “family
hikers™ for our Sunday morning walks. Now that we have a
beginning hopefully we can continue to share and learn

- through more outings of every type.

Jeanne Broome

v . - i
PETROGLYPHS are some of the interesting things that can
be seen on Sierra Club cutings. Matthew and Nathan Anavy
were fortunate to have these petrogiyphs explained to them
by Archaeologist and Hike Leader, Gayle Hartmann., Phoro by
Jeanne Broome,

SHEEP BRIDGE. Hikers rest after examining the bridge and
exploring the Verde River and the area around the bridge.
The bridge was built in the early 1940s by Basque sheep-
herders and was used to move sheep across the Verde until
1979. The bridge provides hikers access to 3 trails in the
Mazatzal wilderness; Willow Springs, Dutchman Grave and
the Verde River trail. The Forest Service is working with the
public to decide the fate of the bridge; to rebuild, repair or
destroy it. Jim Vaaler, third from right, and Tom Wright,
third from left, led the trip. Photo by Diane Decker.

_PALO VERDE[ ,|

Dec, |1 (TUESDAY) Ex~comm meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the
home of Sally Smith, 509 W. Highland, Phoenix, 264-9209.

Dec. 14 (FRIDAY) Christmas Party Pot Luck Dinner.
Bring your favorite savory or dessert dish. Party to be held at
Jim Cauterfield's home at 888 E. Clinton, #1106, Promentory
Apartments, Phoenix. Call Jim at 944-3409 for directions.

Jan. 3(THURSDAY) 7:30 p.m. Outings Meeting. Home of
Jerry Nelson, 711 E. McLellan, Phoenix. Qurings schédiiled
through middle March. Bring Slides of recent trips. New
leaders needed and welcome. Call 279-4668 for directions.

Jan. 8. (TUESDAY) 6:30 p.m. Ex-comm meeting at the
home of Maureen Mageau-DeCindis, 709 W, 12th Street,
Tempe. Phone 967-1018 for details, Meeting will start exactly--

on time, . L

Jan. 17 (THURSDAY) 7:30 p.m. General Program (Tobe
announced) "at “the Pueblo Grande Museum, 4619 E.
Washington, Phoenix. Refreshments and socializing at 7:00
p-m.

- agenda items.

Dec. 14 (FRIDAY) 6:00 p.m. Annual Christmas Potluck
at the home of Aline Collins, 1950 E. 24th Street, Spage 163,
Yuma. The Kofa Group will provide the turkey and wine.
Please bring a dish to share (consider salad or vegetables; last
year we had a surplus of desserts) and your own table service.
For more informarion and for reservations call Aline at 726-
7278.

Jan. 10 (THURSDAY) 7:30 p.m. Ex-comm and
Conservation meeting ar the home of Pat Kenyon, 6519
Cattle Drive, Yuma, Please join your newly elected (re-
elected?) representation in planning the Spring activity and
outings schedule. Local conservation issues will also be
discussed. Share your concerns about pesticides, wilderness,
etc. Call Pat at 726-1347 for more information or to submit

AR

Jan. 24 (THURSDAY) 7:30 p.m. General Meeting at the
Yuma City-County Library, 350 S. 3rd St., Yuma. The
program, entitled “Desert Survival for the Occasional
Explorer,” features an introduction to precautions and
preparations for a desert trip. This will be especially valuable

- information for the novice desert user. For more information

call the library at 782-1871.

Feb. 7.(THRUSDAY) 7:30 p.m. Kofa Group Action
Meeting at the Halleut residence, 14629 Verde Avenue,

Yuma.

Jan. 12 (SATURDAY) Ex-comm meeting 2t the home of
Arthur Haight, 1364 Andrea Dr3, Sierra Vista, AZ. This will
be a Group Ex-comm and reorganizational meeting. For time
and further derails, call Art Haight, 458-3652 or Mike
Gregory, Rt. 1, Box 25A, McNeal, AZ, 432-7340.




leader. As a guideline, outings are classified as follows:

“A4" More than 10 miles or more than 3,000 feet

elevation change.

“B 8 to I6 miles and between 1,500 to 3,000 ft.
elevation charnge.

“C* Less than 8 miles and less than 1,500 ft. elevation
change.

“D’ Less than 3 miles and less than 500 ft. elevation
change.

RT means round trip; OW means one way. -
Name of city after the date means city of origin of the
group hiking. :

1. Trip leader has absolute authority to question irip
participants as to their equipment, conditioning and

experience before and during the trip.

2. Red Cross course in first aid is required for all trip
leaders. Equivalent courses are also accepted. Cards
should be current.

3. No guns, radios or pets on Sierra Ciub outings.

4. Sierra Club liability covers leaders only.

5. Each person is responsible for his own first aid

equipment. If you are injured, notify the leader im-
mediately.

6. If you leave the trip, with or without the leader’s
permission, you are considered to be on your own until
you rejoin the group.

7. Hikers are encouraged to car pool and contribute 3
cents per mile for the driver’s fuel expense.

8. Outings are by reservation; call the leader early.

9. Donations are accepted from all participants-atf 50
cents a day per member, and $1.00 a day per non-

member” Money is collected by the leader and deposited

with the sponsoring group treasurer,
10. Outings are limited to twenty persors or fewer.

| G O

e il L L%

Dec..1 (SAT) “A” Flatiron/Superstitions Dayhike. Very
steep and very little trail. Brushy and rocky. Nice views of
beautiful downtown Apache Junction. Ambitious persons
can climb Superstition Mountains. 4000 foot climb. 10 miles
round trip. Trip limit 20. Call Brad Houston/ Slim Woodruff

at 961-0308.

Dec..8 (SAT) Saguare National Monument Service
Project. As our Christmas present to us, we will help remove
“Dyrift Fence” from the Douglas Spring Trail in the Rincon
Mountains. {For thsoe who are curious — drift fence was put
up during the time when cattle were grazed in the monument
area to keep the cattle from drifting too far.) Deift fencing is
no longer needed and is an eye-sore so we can be a litile
helpful! For details, and reservations, call Cyndi Broome
327-5384 or 296-2709 Tucson. '

‘Outings are rated for degree of difficu!ty and risk by the

bagkpacking—x-¢ skiing—mountaineering -
‘technical mountaineering instrugtion -~ -~ = -
R.M.S.LA. cartified nordic ski instruction

the alpineer

317 n. humphreys st.

774-7809
flagstaff, arizona 86001
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Dec. 8-9 (SAT-SUN) “A” Horse Mesa Backpack. Horse
Mesa provides spectacular views of the central Superstitions
and the southern flank of Four Peaks. We will camp at either
the highest point on the mesa, with a view dominated the
north by the Painted Cliffs and Four Peaks, or at a grassy
bench on 'the Western end overlooking Fish Creek Canyon
and the Superstitions. There is no surface warer so bring 5 to
6 quarts. Call Chris Trask in Apache Junction at 982-7350.

Dec. 9 (SUN) “B’* Willow Springs Dayhike. This hike
begins at the Apache Trail and follows a canyon down to
Saguaro Lake. The elevation change is slight but there is
some boulder hopping and much sand walking. Hike 10 miles
round trip. Drive 40 miles one way from Phoenix. Trip limit
20. Call Karl Stambaugh at 946-9186.

Dec. 15 (SAT) *C” Picacho Dayhike. An easy exploration

of this California State Recreation Area. Meet at the Yuma

City-County Library, 350 S. 3rd. Street, Yuma at 8:00 a.m.

Bring 2 quarts water, lunch, and comfortable waking shoes.

Drive is 25 miles OW north of Yuma via gravel all weather

road. Call your leader, Jean Roland, at 726-7585 for more
information or reservations.

Dec. 16 (SUN) “A” Butterfly Peak Dayhike, This is a
rugged off trail hike in the Sierra Estrella S.W. of Phocnix.
Expect continuous bounder hopping and scrambling uphill.
Some elementary rock climbing is required. The craggy
summit affords excellent views. Drive 5 miles from Phoenix.

. Trip limit 20, Carry 2 quarts water and lunch. Call Jim Vaaler

ar 840-3547.

Dec. 16 (SUN) Little Wild Horse Canyon by way qf the
Garwood Dam. Rincon Mts, 3 mi. RT.

This is another in our continuing series of “Family Hikes”
especially designed for people who want to “hike” af}owly and
enjoy the views. All ages are welcome and beginners fm:
encouraged to try us out. The low desert should be beautiful
and the water at the corral should be delightful. For
reservations and more details call Jeanne Broome, 295-2709,

Tucson. Limit 20.

Dec. 29-30 {(SAT-SUN) “C+” Roger’s Canyon Indian
ruins Backpack. Relatively level hike through scex:.ﬁc
Superstition Mountain backcountry. Ancient Indian ruins
will be visited. Hike 8 miles round trip. Drive 35 miles one
way from Mesa. Trip limit 20. Call leader John Malarky days
962-3289 or evenings 892-0150.

Dec. 30 (SUN) “C-D” McDowell Mountain Regional
Park Family Picnic and Dayhike. Outing to beautiful
desert park between McDowell Mountains and the Verde
River, Families, young children, and other outdoor lovers

welcome., We'll picnic in the park with optional hike thiough

level, cactus studded country. No age limit. Maxirm}m
number to be determined. Hike 2-4 miles. Drive 25 miles
from Phoenix. Call Howard Kopp at 9§9-7736. -,

Jan. 5-6 (SAT-SUN) Harquahala Mountains Backpack.
“B” Explore this proposed BLM wilderness area 80 miles
west of Phoenix. Your leader was involuntarily volunteered
for this one and will have more informatiots after he’s been

there himself. Trip limit 20. Call Jerry Nelson at 279-4668.

Jan. 13 (SUN) “C+-B” North Maricopa Mountains

Dayhike. Exploratory. We will be searching for signs of the
old Burtterfield Stage Coach route south of Phoenix.
Approximately 8 miles round trip through Burterfield Pass.
This is a proposed BLM wilderness area. Drive 45 miles one
way from Phoenix. Age limit 14. Trip lmit 20. Calt Howard
Kopp at 969-7736. o

Jan. 1-2 (SAT) “B+” Granite Mountain: the Winter
Ascent. Near Prescott. Trail only goes halfway, the rest is
cross-country through brush and boulders. There will be
some spow and ice and cold temperatures. Hike about 12
miles depending on how often we get lost. Climb 2000 feet.
Hike may be cancelled if the weather turns bad. Call Brad
Houston/Slim Woodruff at 961-0308. Trip limit 20,

HERBOLOGY CLASS AT
LOCKETT MEADOW. Pat Taylor
listens as Dr. Clark Schack and Dr.
Jim Rominger explain how to
identify plants in the sub-alpine
inner basin of San Francisco Peak.
Schack and Rominger are
professors at Deaver Herbarium
{(NAU), where all the plants of the
state are catalogued. The twoleada
Saturday morning plant identifi-
cation hike, a highlight of the
weekend carcamp organized and
Ied by Pat. Piciure by Diana Decker.

Jan. 19-10 (SAT-SUN} Kefa Mountain Carcamp. This
trip will explore the rugged mountains of the Kofa Game
Range in far western Arizona, Saturday we will drive there
and take 2 warm-up hike. Sunday we will tackle 4877 foot
Signal Peak, the highest point in Yuma County. We may see
Bighorn Sheep in the area. Hike 8 miles round trip. Drive 165
miles from Phoenix. Age limit 16. Trip limit 20. Call Bob
Moore at 936-1739.

Jan. 19-20 (SAT-SUN) “B”* Woolsey-Bunyan Carcamp.
Exploratory car camp in this proposed BL M wilderness west
of Phoenix. A large vocanic dome will be visited in the area.
Hiking distance to be determined. Trip limit 20. Call Karl
Stambaugh at 945-9186.-

Jan. 20 {SUN) Finger Rock Spring. 2.2 mi. RT, Catalina
Mts. Family hike into a little visited but beautiful area in
Finger Rock Canyon. As with all the Family Hikes we will go
slowly and see the sights along the way. The stream should be
flowing and we will see if anything really blooms in January.
All ages are welcome. For reservations, call Jeanne Broome
296-2709 Tucson.

Jan 26 (SAT) “C” Kofa Mine Tour féaturing the King of
Arizona (KOFA) Mine and other local mines. A rare
opportunity to view Southwest Arizona history. Bring 2
quarts of water, lunch, and comfortable walking shoes. Drive
is 85 miles OW north of Yuma; high clearance vehicles are
preferred as much of the trip is on gravel roads. Call your
leader, Fred Flick, at 344-4099 for more information and
reservations.

Jan. 26-27 (SAT-SUN) “B” Aubrey Peak Backpack.
Explore the volcanic cliffs and mesas of this proposed
wilderness area. North of Bill Williams River in western
Arizona. Drive 140 miles from Phoenix. Trip limit 15. Call
Dave Mowry at 249-2625.

Feb. 2-3 (SAT-SUN) BLM Service Project. Tree planting
along the Gila River. The details for this projectare still in the
planning stage butat the moment it looks like we can planona
backpack or at least a camping trip to make the project more
fun. This is one more chance for us to do our share to help.
For details or suggestions call Jeanne Broome 296-2709
Tucson.

Feb. 2-3 (SAT-SUN) “B” South Maricopa Mountains
Carcamp. Proposed BLM wilderness study trip.
Exploration will criss-cross beautiful Sonoran Desert. Trip
limit 20. Call Jitn Vaaler at 840-3547. L
Feb. 9-10 (SAT-SUN) “B” Arrastra Mountain -
Backpack. Another exploratory tip to 2 proposed
wilderness in BLM. Beautiful mix of Mohave and Sonoran
Desert. No known water sources so carry 6-8 quarts of water.
Trip limit 20. Call Chris Trask in Apache Junction at 982-
7350. DT
Feb. 16-18 (SAT-SUN-MON) A" LaBarge
Canyon/Superstition Mountains Backpack, We will
walk the length of LaBarge Canyon. Starting at Petalta we
will follow the length of LaBarge Canyon. Starting at Peralta
we will follow the Red Tanks Trail to LaBarge and then down
4000 feet. Some off-trail. Section through the narrows is |
rugged. Trip limit 10. Call Brad Houston/ Slim Woodruff at
961-0308.

Feb. 16-18 (SAt-MON) “A"-“D" Mormon Lake Cross
Country Ski Trip. THINK SNOW! Positive thinking may
improve this year's ski season. Assuming that the weather
cooperates to bring sufficient snow, we will ski various trails
in the Mormeon Lake vicinity. Trip details to be announced in
the February Echo or available from the leaders. Call Elana or

Hal Hallert between January 1 and February 8 for [

reservations. Trip limit is 16. Driving distance is 30 miles OW
southeast of Flagstaff.




_ Last year at this time I looked through mesting notes,
cox:respondancc, and the year’s Canyon Echos and compiled a
list of the Rincon Groups’ activities for the year. This year I
have compiled a similar list and was impressed by the
magnitude and nature of the Group’s accomplishments,
especially in the arenas of wilderness conservation and
palitics. '

Clearly, the year’s crowning achievement was the passage,
in September, of the Arizona Wilderness Biil. This bill placed
1.1 million acres under wilderness protection and was the
work of dozens of Sierra Club members over nearly as many
years.

The year’s second stunning success was achieved in the
local political arena. For the first time the national Sierra
Club endorsed- political candidates and encouraged local
groups to do the same, We not only endorsed candidares, but
worked on several state and local campaigns as well as
sponsoring a political forum for Pima County Board of
Supervisor candidates. As was reported in the November
Canyon Echo, of the four Supervisor candidates we
supported, three were elected and both that we strongly
opposed were defeated.

The Rincon Group also sent nine of its members to the
Arizona Democratic Convention last May and sponsored a
political rally during the summer intended o publicize
environmental issues. )

The list that follows summarizes some of the other projects
undertaken and activities engaged in this yvear:
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Give A Gift
That ummﬂs

L L
s i B8

Treat yourself! Treat your friends and Eamily 1o the Sicera Club
Calendurst Your purchuses from the local club support our ongoing
conservation work.

Wilderncss Wall Calendar 1985 The natural glory of the
North Anterican contineat is presented theough Tetl-coter
photographs month by nsonh, in this perenially best-selling wall
calendar, 14 pages. 139 % 0%,

Engagement Calendar 1985 America’s manst populur cafendar
again featuees S8 superb full-color plotographs in a week-by week
postrait of the magnificent North American wilderness, 128 pages.
0% x Y%,

Trall Calendar 1985 Faurteen full-coloe photogeaphs celehrate
the adventures of the backpacker, trekker, mountaineer, and river
runner in this inceeasingly poputar monthly wall calendar. 1} pages.
W = 1%

Wildlife Calendar 1985 Beautiful, sumetimes rare species of
wildlife from around die world appear in theie nurural habicees in this
monthly wall calendar dlustrated with L full-calor photographs.,

14 pages. 10% x B%.

All calendars are spiralbound and come in sclf-shippiog cartons.

Here's how to get your cilendars:

Jim Catterfield: Palo Verde Group - 944-3409

Mim Burling: Chiracahua Group - Route 1, Box 170,
MeNeal, AZ '

Brian Reed: Prescott - 977-5145

Pat Kenyon: Kofa Group - 726-1347

Sharon Galbreath: Plateau Group - 774-1571

Lee Oler: Rincon Group - 791-9246

Rincon Group in Review

\ to purchase these titles. Message —

by Gayle Hartmann
o Citizen’s Alternative to the Coronado National Forest Plan
prepared by Paul Hirt and other Rincon Group members.

o ““The Econontic Feaszbzlzty of an Arizona Chemical Waste

Exchange Program,” a report by Alex Dely in conjunction
with the Arizona Chamber of Commerce.

e Participation by Dan Hofstadier on the Executive

Committee of “Tucson: Clean and Beautg’ul "
® Opposition to- the ‘reopening of the Yuma Mine in the
Tucson Mountains.

e Opposition 1o the slope ordinance vielations in the Tucson

Mountains.

® Participation in hearings regarding purchase of the
Buenos Aires Ranch by the U.S. Fish and Wildlfie Service asa
refuge for the masked bobwhite.

® Participation in three environmenial fafrs.

* Presentation of the wilderness slide show to local groups.

®» Working with Sunser Magazine to plan outings in
potential wilderness areas.

» Hosting a Prblication Workshop with Alan Weaver of the
national Sierra Club.

" ® Participating in two Fourth Avenue Street Fairs. -
& Sponsoring four recycling drives.

e Sopnsoring abour a dozen onrrings including car camps,

backpacks, family hikes, and one rope climb to Baboquivari.

e The usual assoriment of programs, executive committee
meetings, mailing parties, social gatherings, and the myriad
of small-scale et ceteras that ré¥lly are the heart of what keeps
us functioning as a successful organization.

GIVE BOOKS FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

£ Ail Sierra Club members receive a 20% discount 3

New Publications:

§ THE SIERRA CLUB GUIDE TO THE NATIONAL PARKS §
¥ OF THE DESERT SOUTHWEST
THE SIERRA CLUB GUIDE TO THE NATIONAL PARKS 3

OF THE SOUTHWEST AND HAWAIL

THE $IERRA CLUB GUIDE TO THE NATURAL AREAS &
# OF CALIFORNIA '

# These pereﬁnial favorites are great stocking stuffers:
4§ SIERRA CLUB FIELDBOOK OF XNATURE g
% PHOTOGRAPHY

THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF JOHN MUIR

B SIERRA CLUB “BLANK" BOOKS, four different designs,
3 large and small ;

¢ The following bocks are on sale at clearance prices:
9 ACTION FOR WILDERNESS
% THE DELICATE ART OF WHALE WATCHING

FATHER OF OUR WATERS, pictorial book of the Mississippi §
19.25 g
ALMANAC OF ANIMAL

River

A TIME TO BE BORN: AN
COURTSHIP AND PARENTING
WALKING SOFTLY IN THE WILDERNESS
ADVENTURING IN ALASKA

Other titles in stock:

ANNAPURNA

CAVING

THE COMPLETE BICYCLE COMMUTER
COOKING FOR CAMP AND TRAIL
EXPLORING UNDERWATER

FOOD FOR KNAPSACKERS

§ HEALING JOURNEY

& HOMLE ENERGY DECISION BOOK
# THE INTEGRAL URBAN HOUSE
¥ THE LIVING KITCHEN

MORE OTHER HOMES AND GARBAGE

2 MY GARDEN COMPANION
¥ SIERRA CLUB NATURALIST'S

GUIDE TO THE SIERRA
NEVADA
SIMPLE FOOD FOR THE PACK

¥ SPEAKING FOR NATURE

STARTING SMALL IN THE WILDERNESS

£ WELL BODY, WELL EARTH
¥ YOUR AFFORDABLE SOLAR HOME

Businesses
Consider the Sierra Club Calendars for your
corporate giving next holiday season. Generous
discounts given for quantity purchases.

Please contact Lee Qler, Ringon Group Publications Representative, 791-9246,
882-0811.

New Organization Forming:
" The Colorado Plateau ,
Coalition  Beth Medrano

A new environmental coalition is currently forming for the
purpose of promoting nation-wide recognition of, and
advocacy for, the umquc and endangered quahtxes of the
Colorado Plateau. .

The Colorado Platgau inciludes northeast Arizona,
northwest New Mexico, southwest Colorado and southeast
Utah. Within its borders this high desert region includes six
national parks, twenty national monuments and three
national recreational areas.

This geological area also includes a high percentage of the
imminent environmental disasters currently threatening the
four state area. Another characteristic of the area is its sparse
population. Alse, local polirical control tends to be anti-
federal government and anti-environmentat safeguards.

The - Bureau-of Land Management wilderness
recommendartions for Utah are disgracefully inadequate. The

_ Utah delegation is currently working on a bill for additions to

Utah narional parks, and it is expected that their proposal will

" be unpalatable to the local environmentzl community. Issues

such as the paving of Burr Trail or the siting of a nuclear waste
dump next to Canyonlands will continue to threaten public
lands valued by non-resident visitors to the Colorado Plateau.

The coalition will work to nationalize support for the

-plateau in the same way that the Alaska Lands Campaign

nationalized support for the environmental point of view on
Alaska Land issues.

For further information about the coalition contact;
Elliot Bernshaw ' Beth Medrano
P.O. Box 6235 5121 . 13th Avenue
Salr Lake City, Utah 84106-0235 Phoenix, AZ 83013

The Southwest Regional Conservation Committee of the
Sierra Club has participated in the forming of this coalition.
Individuals can also become members.

$1.00 3
5.50 §

Tax Breaks
(continued from page 1)

Below is another chart that shows what tax credits can do to
reduce the cost of a solar system.

Another attractive feature of the tax credit offer is that vou
can begin to take advantage of the tax break immediately
through the use of a W-4 form. The W-4 form allows vou to
increase the number of exemptions and leaves vou with a
smaller withholding tax bite. That means a larger pavcheck.

Like ali offers, the tax credit offer has certain qualificarions
and restrictions, but they aren’t urireasonable. For more
detailed information on solar energy and energy
conservation, contact the Arizona Solar Energy Commission,
1700 West Washington, Phoenix, Arizena 85007, or phone
255-3682.

TAX CREDIT TIMELINE:

Arizona Federal Total
1983 35%*" 40%"*" 75%
1984 30%" 40%** 70%
1985 25%* 40%** 65%
1986 20%" —Q— 20%
1987 15% —Q— 15%
1988 —0— —0— —0—

*or $1,000, whichever is less
“*or 34,000, whichever is less

HYDRONICS
ENERGY
> COMPANY

Judith L. Macdonald
Representative
Sierra Club Member Home ph. 323-0588

SOLAR ENERGY

3225 S, Hardy Dr. » Tempe, AZ 85282 « (602) 9684777
2510 W, Wetmore Rd. » Tucson, AZ 85705 « (602) 742-1124

Piet & Karen Van de Mark’s

Bajars Frontier Tours

Personalized Wilderness Travel Since 1966
NATURALIST'S DELIGHT: Baja California, Mexico. Abundant Bird

Life & Marine Mammals! Sea of Caortez Islands! Desert Flowers!
Cave Paintings! Pacific Lagoons! A Photographer's Paradise!
Custom & Scheduled Trips for Nature interested Groups &
Individuals. Write for Baja Brochure. :

3683-12G Cactusview Drive, San Diego, CA 92105. (619) 262—2003




