
SUPPORT METRO 
Maryland Needs to Provide Dedicated Funding to Metro 
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DID YOU KNOW? Metro (rail, bus, and MetroAccess) is a vital part of Maryland’s transportation 
network and a key driver of the economy.  Hundreds of thousands of 
Marylanders rely on Metro to get to work, visit their medical providers, shop, 
travel to entertainment, and more. Every single day Metro’s rail and bus 
services save 148,000 hours of traffic congestion.  

 
Nationally, the transportation sector is the number one source of climate-
disrupting greenhouse gases.  Mitigating climate change requires a modern 
transportation policy focused on public transit, electric vehicles, and 
walkable/bikeable communities. 
 
In the DC metropolitan area, Metro ridership translates to about one million car 
trips NOT taken every weekday, on average.  That’s one million fewer daily 
trips of air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Without additional funding, Metro service will not improve and, instead, will 
continue to decline, harming individuals, the environment, public health, and 
the economy. 

 
In 2018 Maryland needs to adopt legislation to provide significant, dedicated 

funds to Metro to modernize, upgrade and improve the Metro rail system. 
 



 

 

 
WHY IS METRO 

ESSENTIAL? 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Travel by Metro instead of car saves 40.5 million gallons of fuel annually. 
Without the DC region’s transit network, there would need to be 1,000 lanes of 
additional road infrastructure to accommodate congestion and over 200,000 
more parking spaces just in the DC-Arlington Core.  
 
Supporting and expanding public transit is essential to mitigating climate 
change, as part of a climate strategy that includes 100% clean energy, 
electrifying the transit sector, and more walkable/bikeable communities. 
 
Metro provides low-income households with an affordable transportation 
option. Access to transportation is strongly correlated with upward social 
mobility. Metro is such a driving force for economic development that 86% of 
new office construction has been within a quarter mile of a Metro rail station.

WHAT IS THE 
SCOPE OF THE 

METRO 
FUNDING 

PROBLEM? 
 

A principal cause of Metro’s current crisis is that it is both underfunded and not 
reliably funded.  Unlike other large transit agencies in the U.S., Metro is made 
to get by without consistent, dedicated, yearly funding. A recent analysis of 
Metro’s cost structure by former U.S. Transportation Secretary LaHood found 
the system comparable to that of other large U.S. transit systems. 

Significant dedicated funding will enable Metro to obtain billions of dollars in 
bond proceeds over the next decade to upgrade and modernize the system. 

WHAT ARE WE 
PROPOSING?  

 
 
 
 

 

 

We are supporting legislation to:  

! Provide Metro $125 million annually in dedicated funding from a new 
account established in Maryland’s Transportation Trust Fund, with 
no tax increase. 

! Increase Maryland’s existing capital contribution to Metro by 3% 
annually to keep with inflation. 

! Condition Maryland’s additional Metro contributions on the passage 
of similar legislation in Virginia and Washington, DC. 

WANT TO 
KNOW MORE? 

 

For more information or to volunteer, contact us:  
Email:  Legislation@MDSierra.org 

Web: www.sierraclub.org/maryland/legislation
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