
FOSSIL FUEL TRANSPARENCY 
Reform the PSC approval process for new gas infrastructure projects. 

Senate Bill ### & ###  |  House Bill ### & ### 
 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? Gas pipelines and other gas infrastructure have a long history of leaks, 
spills, and explosions. These accidents contaminate drinking water and 
the soil, and endanger the health and safety of nearby residents.  

The Public Service Commission (PSC) is responsible for approving 
many of the major gas infrastructure projects in Maryland. Last year, the 
General Assembly banned fracking in our state as a response to the 
dangers the industry poses to public health and the natural environment. 
The PSC’s review process for gas infrastructure projects should be 
reformed to align it with this vision for a better Maryland.  

We must establish a modern public notification and outreach system at 
the PSC, and we need better, more accessible health impact information 
for proposed gas projects subject to PSC approval. 
 
 

 
The General Assembly should establish a more transparent and informed 

PSC process for reviewing proposed gas infrastructure projects. 
 



 

 

 
WHAT IS 

WRONG WITH 
THE CURRENT 

PROCESS? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Currently, communities located near proposed new gas infrastructure 
projects face significant difficulties in trying to participate in the PSC 
review process. The PSC does not inform communities of proposed 
projects until well into the review process, and its website is complicated 
and confusing.  

The PSC also is currently precluded from considering the health impacts 
on adjacent communities of proposed gas infrastructure.  This was 
highlighted in a recent PSC order (Order Number 87243) approving the 
construction of a new gas-powered energy facility in the Brandywine 
community in Prince George’s County.  The PSC noted that “[i]t is 
unfortunate for Brandywine that [under state law governing the PSC 
approval process] it is a suitable and legally available area for proposed 
power plant projects.  [T]he fact that other plants are located nearby is 
not a legal restriction to another one being built. This is true even though 
the negative impacts of a plant fall most severely upon Brandywine 
while the benefits are distributed across a much larger geographic area.”  

WHAT ARE WE 
PROPOSING? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The two companion bills would:  

! Modernize the PSC’s public notification process by requiring 
notice via multiple forms of print and social media for all proposals 
for new gas infrastructure, or major modifications to existing 
infrastructure. This would occur at the time the approval request is 
made by the applicant, with notice information also made easily 
accessible on the PSC website. 

! Require a Health Impact Assessment on all proposals for new gas 
infrastructure, or major modifications to existing infrastructure. 

WANT TO 
KNOW MORE? 

 

For more information or to volunteer, contact us:  

Email:  Legislation@MDSierra.org 
Web: www.sierraclub.org/maryland/legislation
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