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Highlands Report Card
	Governor
	The Governor has publically attacked the Highlands Act and has intimated the Democratic Legislature is blocking him from repealing the Act.  His political appointments to the Highlands Council has replaced professional staff with the Governor’s political buddies, creating a rubberstamp for developers.  He is weakening DEP rules and his Strategic Plan guts the Highlands Regional Master Plan (RMP)  

	F

	Appointments to the Highlands Council
	Governor Christie has appointed individuals to the Highlands Council who have spoken out against the Act on the public record, have been members of organizations that have sued to challenge the constitutionality of the Act, and have delayed the adoption of the Highlands plan in their own communities.     
	F

	State Strategic Plan 
	The Governor’s State Strategic Plan is a direct threat to the Highlands Council’s authority to develop and implement resource capacity based planning in the region.  The Plan usurps the Council’s Regional Master Plan and promotes sprawl and overdevelopment.  
	F

	Budget


	The Governor’s budget maintains the current level of Highlands funding after slashing the funding last year from $12 million to $4.4 million. Last year $18 million in grants to municipalities was cut.  Direct aid for municipalities in the Highlands was cut as well.


	F

	Green Acres Funding 
	There is less money going to Highlands preservation (and open space preservation across the state) now then any time over the last 15 years as the Governor has held back the Bond Act which provides open space funding.  
 
	D

	Stable Source of Open Space Funding
	There is still no stable source of open space funding. It is critical to have a stable funding source to buy open space in the Highlands for preservation.


	F

	Highlands  Plan Implementation
	Under Swan’s leadership the Council received 60 municipal conformance petitions to adopt the Highlands plan.  42 of those petitions have been approved by the Council, including 16 in the last year.  But for the past two months under Feyl and Nordstrom no municipal petitions have been considered.  


	B/I

	         Capacity Based Planning
	The underlying analysis of how much development and where it should go has not been done.
	C+

	          Water Supply Needs
	The plan does not adequately address future water supply needs within the Highlands and the Highlands Region and what steps are needed to protect both water quality and water quantity.  The state has not updated the Water Supply Master Plan since 1995.  
	F

	          Affordable Housing

_________________________________________

             Transfer of Development Rights  

             (TDR) Program and Bank

	Governor Christie’s veto of the Affordable Housing Reform Act has thrown affordable housing decisions to the Supreme Court and we are concerned the Court could open the Highlands up for inappropriate development.  The Governor is also attempting to raid the municipal affordable housing funds.  
______________________________________________________________

The TDR program is in place and working but we need to expand the program by providing more funding for TDR purchases and establishing receiving areas.  The Pinelands received $25 million in the 1980’s to purchase development rights and the Highlands should be receiving funding at similar levels.   It takes time to develop a successful program and the Bank is off to a good start. 


	F
_______

B-

	Highlands Council
__________________________________________

Highlands Council Staff
	The Governor has politicized the Highlands Council membership by selecting political cronies and taking care of local pro-development politicians.   Under the leadership of Jim Rilee the Council fired key staff members to install the Governor’s political buddies in the two top positions.  The Council approved a new pipeline through the region.  Some members have indicated that Planning Area petitions will no longer be considered. There are some excellent members on the Council who really care about the environment and work very hard. 
______________________________________________________________

The Council staff continues to work hard with municipalities to prepare conformance petitions, redevelopment areas, and other resource protection and smart growth initiatives despite the actions of the Governor.  
	F
_______

B

	Highlands Council Staff Leadership
	Eileen Swan was fired from her position as Executive Director (ED) and the Council’s Deputy ED and Chief Counsel resigned in protest to the firing of Ms. Swan    Both were replaced by political buddies of Governor Christie, former Morris County Freeholders.  The Council has not hired a new Chief Counsel and instead will have a DAG from the Governor’s office representing them.  Dr. Dan Van Abs, Director of Planning and Science, the third highest leadership position retired in June and was replaced by internal staff promotion.  
	F

	Federal Funding in the Highlands
	Since the passage of the federal Highlands Conservation Act, the four-state Highlands region has never received full funding under the Act and this year there may not be any funding available 
	F

	Federal Role on Energy
	The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is allowing the Susquehanna-Roseland, Tennessee Gas Pipeline, and the Transco Stanton Loop through the region.  
	F

	Legislature
	The Legislature included the Highlands in the Permit Extension Act for the first time, transforming it into a “growth area”.  They also delayed important water quality planning updates through legislation.  There continues to be no stable source of funding for open space and decreased funding to the Highlands in the budget. The Senate confirmed Richard Vohden even though he spoke out against the Highlands Act.  
	D

	Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
	There has been some major backsliding by DEP in protections of water quality in the Highlands. Secret DEP stakeholder meetings pose threats to protections, including the nitrate dilution model. The DEP Waiver Rule went into effect August 1st.   
	D-

	Department of Transportation (DOT)
	The DOT is still pushing the same tired transportation policies, including attempts at widening or adding capacities to Routes 15, 23, 57, and 94.
	D-


	
	
	

	
	
	


